


At the General Committee Meeting of the Planters’ 
Association of Ceylon, held at Kandy on the 12th 
September, it was resolved that the Plantituj Oazdie ” 
shall be registered as a newspaper. To this step we can 
see no objection and no dissentient voice was raised at the 
Meeting. In future the words ‘‘fov private oirculatiou 
only ” will not appear upon our cover, and copies of the 
paper will be available for all who wish to purcha.se them. 

In another column details of the prizes offered by the 
International Rubber and Allied Trades Exhibition, London, 
and the International Rubber Congress and Exhibition, 
Batavia, are given ; at least, of those prizes which are 
likely to attract competitors from among our readers. 
Not only are they worth trying for on acc<nint of their 
intrinsic value and for the prestige- which wdll attach to 
their possession, hut the general cause of Plantation 
Rubber v.s. Brazil Rubber, which we all have at heart, will 
be furthered by the entry of a large number of well prepared 
exhibits. In addition to those enumerated so far, a prize, 
.£50 in value, is to be offered by the Planters’ Associa- 
tion of Ceylon at the International Rubber Exhibition 
in London in 1914, on terms which will shortly he 
settled and published. The Committee of the Exhibition 
to be held in Java in 1914 is anxious to attract Ceylon 
Planters, and we are assured by their able representative, 
Mr. A. Van Laer, that a hearty welcome and true Dutch 
hospitality will be extended to all who can find time to 
visit Batavia in September-Octolier, 1914. 


Before the issue of our next number, isir Robert 
Chalmers, our Governor-elect, will have arrived in Ceylon 
and will have been presented with an addre.s.s of welcome 
by the Planters’ Association of Ceylon. In our last issue 
printed an article by one of the ino.st state.smanlike 
planters w ho ever served the Planters’ A.ssociation giving 
his opinion of our new Governor in terms which it was 
encouraging te read. It is generally known that Sir 
Robert Chalmers is a distinguished Oriental Scholar, the 
translator of a volume of the Jataka stories from Pali 
into English. Pali is a dead language, the sacred tongue 
of the southern branch (Hiniyana) of the Buddhist 
religion ; and the Jataka .stories, a.s well as the doctrines 
of Buddha, and the Mahawansa, Ceylon’s remarkable 
historical work, wei'e written in that tongue. Compara- 
tively few European Scholars have ever mastered Pali 
literature, and .save for tlie pnsse.ssion of a few chants 
and texts, by far the greater majority of the Sinhalese 
priests are iiinecent of its knowledge, while te the 
Buddhist layman it is almost entirely unknown. The 
Jataka- stories are delightful fables, some of them highly 
moral and altruistic in tone, others almost Rabelaisian in 
flavour. They deiseribe the 550 incarnations of the 
BodhLsatta before he attained to complete wisdom and 
became the Light oj Asia under the title of Buddha, 
“ the Wise one.” Glancing through the titles and short 
descriptions given by Sir Robert Chalmers in his table 
of contents we are arrested by the maxim enjoined in 
number 109, Bahiya-Jataka, to wit “Occasional decency 
(i.s) a passport to greatness.” This seems advice not 
hard to follow. Upon a later page, those of our readers 
who wish to learn what manner of literature a Jataka 
may be will find printed the Udancani-Jataka. 

****** 

The plan of a set of lines published in our last issue 
has been most unmercifully criticised, and we ha^^ 
been at some pains to explain that these were 


2 





2 


THE PLANTING GAZETTE. 


designed in our office. With this issue we publish another 
plan, of a less palatial design, provided, as was the 
last, by the courtesy of the acting P. C. M. O. All 
criticism, especially of an constructive kind is coidially 
invited. A correspondent writes regarding the plan 
published in our last issue “ The Line plan is absolutely 
palatial and extravagant. It would cost fully Es. 200 
per room, I fancy, and is quite unnecessarily costly. If, 
as 1 do here, a 2 ft, deep drain is sunk round the outside 
slope of earth, so that the floor of the room would be 
probably 3 feet above water-level, there is no earthly 
necessity for the building to be i aised 7 feet above the 
ground, as in the plan, The concrete steps are then 
also unnecessary, and the plank flooring is a source of 
danger from fire. I am told that in my kaddies fires 
are lighted on the planking, by interposing earth and 
tagrams, but it is not desirable. I am inclined to think 
that the lordly designer of the lines forgot the item of 
cooking-fires. I see the design provides for a plank 
ceiling under the roofing. This also seems to be un- 
necessary, though iron roofs are undoubtely hot. Still 
coolies seem to live in them v ithout complaint. Windows 
to the rooms are also unnecessary and unpopular with 
coolies. ” 

****** 

The C. P. R. C. (fc C. M. R returns were omitted from 
our last issue by mistake, they were sent in as usual by 
Capt Stevenson. 

It may be that the wives and sisters of planters some- 
times read this paper, and for tiieir information we print 
the appeal for funds to build an Art Gallery for Ceylon. 
When one stops for a moment to consider how the indi- 
genous arts of this country have been discouraged by the 
influx of cheap machine-made article.s from Europe, it is 
apparent how necessary is some assistance to those who 
wish to revive the love of beauty among the Ceylonese: 

♦ - * * * * * 

The interesting letter appearing elsewhere from Mr. J. 
Loudon Shand gives information which perhaps is not 
generally known. 

In exchange for £100 subscribed by the Planters, 
Association of Ceylon annually to the London Association 
members of the former become members of the London 
Association when at home, Mr. Shand’s letter points out 
conveniences which can be derived from this arrangement. 

With regard to the first paragraph of his letter, on 
looking up the year-book for 1877 we find the following : — 
“ Proposed by J. L. Shand, Esq., 

Seconded by Geo. Wall, Esq , 

“ That in place of the return of artizans’ wages, mem- 
bers of Committee be requested to furnish quarterly 
District Reports which shall be published by the Asso- 
ciation at a cost which will defray expenditure. ” 

“That the Members of the Committee resident in 
Kandy be appointed a Committee to carry out this 
scheme, and that they invite discussion on agricultural 
subjects from members of the A.ssociation..” 

.. Had Mr. Shaud’s suggestions been adopted and had 
1^8 been the 36th year of this publication instead of its 
first year, what a mine of interesting and valuable reading 
would be available at the present day. . ^ 


The address of the London Association Booms is, 61- 
62, Gracechureh Street, London, J5.C., and for the con- 
venience of members of the Planters’ Association home- 
ward bound, we shall be glad to forward addresses for 
registration. 

Quite suddenly the question of the coohe's food seems 
to have come into the foreground of discussion. In a 
certain newspaper, not read by planters, it has been must 
inaccurately — perhaps maliciously- -suggested that the 
coolie is to be fed upon a cheaper, less nutrient, and more 
indigestible grain than rice, so that proprietors may save 
their present loss on rice. 

This needs no refuting. The problem is too intricate 
and too important for time to be wasted in controversy. The 
position is broadly this. A sum reaching very likely to 
some hundreds of thousands of pounds sterling is being lost 
annually on the issue of rice to estate coolies. A speaker 
at the last General Committee Meeting placed the loss at 
over three Rupees an acre : a correspondent informed us that 
his loss was 60 cents a bushel : in conversation with a planter 
we were told that his Company’s loss for 191? amounted 
to £6,000 ; and other equally startling figures are easily 
obtainable. The Planters’ .Association has appointed a 
sub-Committee to confer with members of the Chamber of 
Commerce and to go thoroughly into the whole question of 
the food supply (vide the Minutes). In our opinion this 
sub committee will have a most onerous task, but at the 
same time an exceedingly interesting task. The coolie 
cannot afford to buy rice at its market price and therefore 
proprietors have bought it for him and issued it to him at 
a loss To save this we must either get rice cheaper or 
issue some other grain to the coolie. To take the latter 
contingency first : it is obvious that any grain substituted 
must be of equal food-value and lower in price. It must 
cost less and yet keep the cooly in good health, moreover 
it must suit his palate. We take it that the determination 
of the food value of any grain is easy now-a-days, but the 
cooly takes very little count of proteids, albumenoids and 
nitrogens, and does care a great deal about his own im- 
pression as to the requisite “ strength ” in his stomach. 
Kurakkan or Ragi (Tamil G«q;( 5 ) is said by some to 
meet the requirements. It is eaten freely, when obtain- 
able, in Ceylon, and in many parts of India it forms the 
staple diet of the agricultural labourers. Its advo- 
cates point out its cheapness, and claim that, if properly 
milled, its food value is the same as that of rice and thatit 
is not more indigestible. Mr. Anson, who has contributed 
several interesting letters to the daily press finds his coolies 
thrive on Kurakkan and rice eaten alternately. One of the 
most robust labour forces we ever knew fed upon Kurak- 
kan in preference to taking rice. But its opponents state 
that it is a grain in every way inferior to rice, more indi- 
gestible, less nourishing, even deleterious, and less palatable. 
Evidently there is room for a great deal of experiment 
and analysis before Kurakkan can be looked to as a de- 
finite .substitute. And apart from its suitability there is 
the great question whether its supply would meet an en- 
larged demand without the price rising immediately. 
Probably the price would rise very quickly, if steps werenot 
taken to open up a la^ge area of chena and waste land in the 
grUD ; but, if suitable, there is no doubt it can be grown 
cheaply enough. Returning to rice itself, the problem is 
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quite clear. We want to find out where rice is grown in 
the world, how much is grown, what it costs where it is 
grown, and what its freight to Ceylon would cost. And 
we must obtain samples from all likely producing areas to 
ascertain whether the rice of the right • kind. We must 
also find out what land is available for growing more rice 
in Ceylon, what terms Government are prepared to sell or 
lease it on, and what labour would be required and avail- 
able. From this brief summary it will ne seen that mem- 
bership of this sufeCommittee will be no sinecure. We 
should like to see a conference between the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Planters’ Association as repre.sented by 
the sub-Committee, and Govermnent was represented by 
the Director of Agriculture, the Director of Irrigation and 
the Land Settlement Officer. The interests are so large 
that no time trouble or expense should be spared in 
investigation. Finally it must be remembered that to 
cheapen the grain supply of the labour force without giving 
a less valuable food would not only benefit proprietors 
enormously, but would make the cooly richer and more 
contented. A planter who has experimented in Kurakkan 
wrote that on every bushel of food-grain now supplied, as 
compared with the bushel as supplied by tiiiii a few months 
ago, his coolies gain Rs. 1-16 and his own loss is reduced 
from 60 cents to 21 cents. Un these figures the advan- 
tage to the coolies is three times as great as the advantage 
to their employers. 

UDANCANI-JATAKA. 

“ A Happy Life was Mixe.” — This story was told by the 
Master while at Jetavana, about a temptation by a 
fat girl, The incident will be related in the Culla- 
Narada-Kassapa Jataka in the Thirteenth Book.” 

On asking the Brother, the Master was told that it was 
true he was in love and in love with the fat girl. 
“Brother,” said the Master, “she is leading you 
astray. So too, in time.s gone by, she led you into evil, 
and you were only restored to happiness by the wise 
and good of tho.se days. ” So saying, he told this story 
of the past. 


Once on a time when Brahraadatta was reigning in 
Benares, those things came to pass which will be told in 
Cttlla-Narada-Kassapa Jataka. But on this occasion the 
Bodhisatta at evening came with fruits to the hermit^^e, 
and, opening the door, said to his son, “ Every other day 
you brought wood and victuals, and lit a fire. Why have 
you not done any of these things to-day, but sit sadly here 
pining away !” 

“ Father,” said the young man, “ while you were 
away gathering fruits, there came a woman who tried to 
lure me away with blandishments. But I would not go 
with her till I had your leave, and so left her sitting wait- 
ing for me. And now my wish is to depart.” 

Finding that the young man was too much in love to 
be able to give her up, the Bodhisatta bade him go, saying 
“ but when she wants meat or fish or ghee or salt or rice 
or any such thing to eat, and send yon hurrying to and fro 
on her errands, then remember this bennitage and flee 
away back to me.” 

So the other went off with the woman to the haunts 
of men, and when he was come to her house, she made him 
run about to fetch every single thing she wanted. 


“I might as well lie her slave as this,” thought he 
and promptly ran away back to his father, and .saluting 
him, stood and repeated this stanza : — 

A happy life was mine till that fell she, 

— That worrying, tire.some pitcher styled my wife — 
Set me to run the errands of her whims. ^ 
And the Bodhisatta commended the young man, and 
exhorted him to kindliness and mercy, setting forth the 
tour forms of right feeling tttwards men and the modes of 
ensuring Insight. Nor was it long before the young man 
won the Knowledge and Attainments, and attained to 
right feeling towards his fellow-creatures, and with his 
father was re-born into the Brahma Realm. 


His lesson ended, and the Four Truths preached (at the 
close whereof that Brother entered the First Path) 
the Master identified the Birth by saying, “ The fat 
girl of to-day was also the fat girl of those days, this 
young Brother was the .son, and I the father of those 
days.” 

[Sielected from H. E. Sir Robert Ghalriier’s Book, — En.] 


MALAYALI LABOUR. 


It was in March, 1911, that I first, at the sug- 
gestion of my conductor, started the recruiting of Malayali 
coolies. He himself comes from Quilon and it is from 
there, or that neighbourhood, that I have got my coolies. 
(Quilon is, by the way, only 2i hours’ journey from 
Colombo.) At first lour men arrived to spy out the land, ' 
and, having worked a month or two, one of them went 
back to the Coast to bring over more. He returned in 
June with 23 coolies, and 19 more came in August. 
Since then I have only to say how many I want and in a 
month or two that number — or perhaps a few more — arrive, 
and every now and again a few turn up on their own. 
From this it would appear at first sight as if I had no 
labour worries, but there are certain disadvantages in the 
employment of this laix>ur — “which I will now proceed to 
relate.” 

All the coolies that have come so far are men, from 
about 17 to 40 years of age. There has been talk at 
times some women coming over, but, as yet, none have 
arrived. 1 still have hopes, however, and there is a man 
now at the Coast with an A. Form “for ladies only, "and a 
promise of free passages, and he is said to be going to 
bring over the female relatives of some of the coolies who 
have been longest on the estate. On a mixed Tea and 
Rubber estate it is certainly a very great drawback, that 
in 2^ years I have not been able to recruit one solitary 
plucker from this source. 

It is possible, even probable, that this lack of female 
society accounts to a large extent for their bolting propen- 
sities. Having very few goods and chattels, no old women, 
small children, or other dependents, it is very easy for 
them to move oft in the night and get to Colombo, where 
they can at once find work and where it is almost 
impossible to cateh them. Colombo is full of Malayalis. 
All the mills, engineering works, and builders seem to empkj*' 
this labour, and a large number of the better class ones l^t 
work as house and shop coolies. 
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If anyone does not know a Malayali by sight, the next 
time he is in Colombo he will, if he looks, see any numljer 
of men in some ways much like Tamils but of a much more 
cheerful disposition, and instead of having their hair tied 
in a knot behind the knot is cocked jauntily on one side in 
front. ,, These are Malayalis. A few of my bolters, after 
spending a month or two in Colomlto, have turned up 
again at the estate of their own accord, but I have never 
been able to find out from them the why and wherefore of 
their absconding, and I really believe in many ca.ses they 
themsehe.s dont know why they did so. 

So far as their work goes they are, like any other gang 
of coolies, fxjth good and bad. As tappers — and lapping is 
a work they seem to like — some are excellent, and moreover, 
unless ill, work with unfailing regularity : being fairly 
intelligent they learn what is required pretty quickly. 
Anotherwork thatsuits them and which they actually appear 
to enjoy, is anything in the way of earth cutting, where 
they can work close together in a fairly big gang and sing 
and be joyful, and there always appears to be at least one 
“ Merrie Andrew ’’ who w’ill keep things going the whole 
day. 

Most of them can talk and understand a little Tamil. 
Those who canT, when spoken to, appear to think they are 
being told a funny story and show a considerable amount 
of appreciation. 

I have had practically no trouble between them and 
the Tamils on the estate, even though, in some cases, they 
have been living in the same set of line.«. What small 
rows there have been, have been due to drink after pay, and 
the drunkenness has by no means been confined to the 
Malayalis. A large amount of thcii- pay — about half 1 am 
told — is collected every month and sent over to the Coast 
to their relations. 

One superlative virtue they possess ; they never ask 
for money. Never has a single one of them joined that 
exasperating “ Rs. 100 or my tuiidu ” biigadc that waits 
outside the office on Monday mornings. When tliey^ go 
they go without any formality whatever. Annoying certainly 
at the moment, but a painful, though not very expensive, 
operation that is swiftly over is .surely no worse than an 
evidently incurable canker perpetually' gnawing at the 
vitals. 

I am aware that I have indulged mostly in geiieia 
lities and that details and figure.s ai-e conspicuous liy their 
absence, but to give these would have taken up 
much space, and moreover would rmt have been of very 
er'eat interest in these days when so many think that the 
only way to improve our labour force and to make Ceylon 
a Paradise on Earth for Iroth the Supei-intendent and the 
cooly, is by means of the Law, the Police Court, and the 
Gaol — from which Heaven save us all ! 

A. M. CARMICHAEL. 

CEYLON LABOUR COMMISSION NOTES. 

MONTHLY REPORT ON RECRUITING PROSPECTS. 

Recruiting Figures. — The total number of coolies that 
l^re registered at the Agencies of this Commission during 
ku|ust amounted to 9,561, as gainst 9,964 during the same 
aonth last year. The total number of coolies recruited 


tor the year is 72,683, as against 63,531 for the eight months 
of 1912. It is difficult to account for the slight falling 
off during August, but rain has been fairly well distributed 
and coolies are therefore engaged in cultivation. 

HKADqUABTERS ClECLE TrICHINOPOLT holds its 

own and shews a sli^t increase. 

Ghittoor Circle drops behind owing to apathy 
with regard to recruiting in the Telugu Districts. 

Ohingleput, Arkonam, Villdpuram and Katpadi are 
none of them so good as last year for the same month. 

The climatic conditions may account for this in some 
measure. 

Madura Circle continues to improve in spite of 
a falling off at the Coastal Agencies. An outbreak of 
cholera at Tondi is checking emigration from that port. 

Salem Circle shews a small decrease. In the 
Palghat Circle results are very disappointing. Very little 
recruiting is being done in Malabar and Dindigul which is 
in the North Madura District shews a falling off of nearly 
100 coolies. 

I attach the usual Comparative Statement. 

H. SCOBLE NICHOLSON, 

Ceylon Labour Commissioner. 
9th September, 1913. 


COMMISSIONER’S CAMPING. 

1 left Trichinopoly on the 20th August by Motor Car 
en route to Bangalore to attend, by invitation of the 
Chairman, the Annual Meeting of the United Planters 
Association of Southern India. 

I visited and inspected the Musiri Agency which is 25 
miles from Trichinopoly. ) The Agent, who is the local 
Village Munslff, infolded me that village debts are high in 
that Taluk owing to increased prosperity which indicates 
that the cooly requires a higher •advance to induce him to 
leave and emigrate to Ceylon. These so-called village 
debts are apparently premiums only, and run from Rs. 50 
up to Rs. 100 per hewd, of which sum no doubt the kangany 
who recruits annexes a very substantial portion. Where 
debts actually did exist this is because crops are poor owing 
to want of rain, which is the case in the less prosperous 
parts of this Taluk. 60 coolies have already been sent 
this year during August against a total for last year of 44, 

From Musiri I proceeded to Sriuivasanallur, which 
has a population of about 200. I distributed notices and 
talked to some of the villagers who informed me that some 
of their people had gone to Ceylon and some to Penang. 

I then passed through Thottiyiam where notices were 
distributed and the advantages of Ceylon emigration 
explained to the villagers. 

I again stopped at Yalurpatti which had a population 
of about 1,000 and distributed notices. Some coolies have 
been sent to Ceylon. In this place the cultivation is dry 
and the country looked poor. 

I arrived at Namakal, 63 miles from Trichinopoly. 
This place takes its name from the Goddes.s Namariammal, 
and there is a Temple on the rock dedicated to the Deity. 
The opening of this Agency has been justified by results, 
and if the feeling of prefrence to emigration to Penang 
could be overcome there should be a good field for recruit- 
ing in this Taluk. 
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In the afternoon I motored out from Nainakal to 
Pallavolaiyam and Eandapalayam distributing noticps. 
The wages in this place are about four annas per man and 
two annas per woman. I think that this would Ite a good 
place for Superintendents to visit. 

I then went to Paramatte which has a population of 
about 2,000, amongst whom are a lai ge number of lirahiniiis. 
Similar wages appear to rule in this place. Penang and 
Singapore are freely spoken of. The distance from 
Namakal to this place i,s about 1 1 miles and coolies should 
be available. 

I left the following morning for Salem, stoppino at 
Nalliapalaiyam, one mile from Namakal Here the people 
.spoke of Penang and seemed to know very little about 
Ceylon. I distributed notices. Similarly at Muthulapatli 
which struck me would be a good place for Superintendents 
to recruit. 

I then went on to Sellampatti from \vhei-e I was told 
About 50 coolies had gone to Ceylon. 

I stopped at Puduohattram, distiibuted iiotices and 
Arrived at Salem about uiidday. Here the Ageiioy wjus 
thoroughly inspected and a number of kanganies who were 
waiting at the Agency were interviewed and report.s have 
been furnished to the SuperintendeittaV concerned. 

I proceeded from Salem to Dhanuapuii and in.vpedtd 
the Agency there. I was inhumed l>y ihe Agent that 
there is a good quantity of Pariah Labour availalile !*t 
Paiinagram, from which place about 200 coolies have gone 
to Ceylon estates. The general complaint from people ftf 
Patinagrara and elsewhere is that they do not hear fnim 
their relatives in Ceylon and, I think, if Superintendents 
would encourage cori*espondence and give facilitie.v for 
conveying itiformatiou to the Coast it would help to make 
Ceylon conditions more popular and lieiter known. The 
rate of pay round about Dharmapuri is said to be six annas 
for men and three annas for women. Kice is dear and 
ragi is the chief diet. Pain i.s sliort. 

I proceeded from Dharmapuri to Ho.sur, a distance of 
about 98 miJe.s and 30 iniies from Bangulore. T do not 
think Hosur would be a good i*ecruiting centre, as the large 
Remount Depdt at Matigiri where I stayed aK^orbs a good 
deal of the labour available. 

During my stay at. Bangalore I was made very 
welcome by the Chairman, Secretary, and Delegates to the 
United Planters’ A.ssociaiion of Soutl^ern India, who 
showed me the gi-eatest bospita'ity. As far a-s relations 
between the United Planters’ As-sociation of Soutlierii 
India and the Ceylon Planters’ Association are concerned 
I think that a foundation has been laid for complete 
understanding. The exi.stance of a Labour Commission 
Tor the U.P.A.S.l. will, T think, tend to improve organisa- 
tion as regards recruiting and assist to oust the professional 
who is doing so much to the detriment of both interests. 

Whilst at Bangalore I inspected the Agenc}' and have 
come to the conclusion that the que.stion of closing this 
branch, of the Commission should be consideretl. Recruit* 
figures shew a decrease monthly, and there is not the* 
slightest doubt that every obstacle is placed in the way of 
emigration from the Mysore State and Bangalore, being the 
Headquarters of the Government this opposition is pro- 
bably more effective than it would be elsewhere. I had an 
interview with the Diwan of Mysore State whilst in 
Bangalore and be assured me that no actual restrictions 
’’'^ere being placed upon emigration yet, bis Government. 


were not in sympathy with the movement as they theiiihelves 
were extremely short of labour and that they would dks- 
<K)urage their subjects from moving out of the State as far 
as they possibly could. 

I am making enquiries with regard to a place called 
iCuppam which is close to the borders of Mysore within 
the lioundai-ies of the North Arcot district. I understand 
that labour is available in and around Kuppain and 
emigrants fiom Mysore would not be liable to interference. 
This Agency, together with Nanjargud which is so far 
doing fairly well for a beginning, would suflicient for 
our purpose, and T would advocate the closing of the 
Bangalore Agency which is not justifying its existence.* 

MAyAPAKAt. — The existence of thi.s Agency has given 
considerable troulile during last year. Complaints with 
regard to exti rlion aie continual, and although in a number 
of cases the complaints have been traced to professional 
recruiters and dismissed employees, I have come to the 
conclusion that an Agency on the Railway within twenty 
miles of Trichinopoly is not a necessity, and that the greater 
the iuimi)er of coolies that are passed through the Trichino- 
ptdy Depot the better for estates concerned. T have 
passed an order that in future all holders of A. Forms on 
Matiaparai Agency either for preadvance or rate per head 
.should 1)6 directed with theii- coolk-s to Trichinopoly Dep6t, 
and that the Agent at Manaparai should pay their fares 
which anjouins'to four annas six pies to Trichinopoly where 
they would 1)6 met at the Station aixl taken to the I)ep5t. 
The only coolies in future that will be sent direct from 
Manapari are tho.se holding tin tickets only. By this 
mean.s Superijjtendents whose kanganies have connections 
in and aroum) Manaparai can be assured that the money 
that they wish their kanganies to receive w ill actually 
roach tneir hands without deduction. 

A Form.s.-- While a large majoj’ity of these forms are 
being correctly filled in, an appreciable percentage of them 
are not. Some form.s arrive unsigned, others with rubber 
stamp .signatures, and a number with the amounts not 
filled in or corrections initialled. Very often the triplicate 
i.s sent to this office and the duplicate given to the kangany 
bearing different word.s and figures. It should be recognised 
that these A, Form.s are equivalent to chetjues and those 
that are drawn up irregularly cannot l)e honoured. In the 
same way if advantage is taken by dishonest people to 
alter forms that are carelessly filled up this office cannot 
be held rcspon.sible. 

H. SCOBLE NICHOLSON, 

Ceylon Labour Commissioner. 

• .See notice on page 23 . — Ed. 

Extract from the Inspection Report on Musiri, 
Ammapatnam, Turaiyur, Tondi and Pamban Agencies 
by the Assistant Commissioner, Headquarter Circle. 
Mr. E. V. B. Levinge. 


Musiri. — The. Agency figui-es show a good increase 
for the first half-year, and the agent says he hag 
has every hope of getting more coolies later on, so recruiting 
looks promising. Most of the coolies that pass thror.^n 
this Agency come from Musiri Taluk itself, I undersiSmd. 
I distributed a lot of notices on roy way to Turaiyur at 
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Valavandy, Kannanore and Turaiyur itself, also at 
Kulitalai and several villages on my way back from Musiri, 
and at all the villages the inhabitants seemed very keen to 
obtain and read the notices and several bazaar men 
promised to bang them in their shops. 

Ammapatnau. — Cholera in April and May caused a 
great scare here, so the figures show a decrease this year in 
consequence. Big preadvancea seem to be frequently paid, 
judging by the A. Form Register. 

Toraivoe. — The increase does not appeal- to be very 
astounding, and the Agent thinks there will be a further 
slack now as the cholum harvest starts at the - end of this 
month and the crops promise to be fairly good. Mo.st of 
the coolies passing through this Agency come from about 
14 miles round. 

Toyni — Cholera has been i-aging here for the last 15 
days with about 40 deaths and 1.50 attacks, and there are 
about 6 or 7 attacks a day and i! or 3 deaths. The result 
is that coolies are afraid to come near the place at present, 
and even kangaiiies obliged to come with A. Forms for 
preadvances won’t stay the night in the place. The Agent 
says they fear an epidemic, especially as there was a little 
rain while I was there. There have been no despatches 
since the 21.st instant. 

Pamban. — There seem.s to be some delay in despatch- 
ing here, as there is only a steamer to Colombo three times a 
month and consequently coolies have to be kept in the 
Emigration Dep5t till its arrival. Very few coolies go 
through here in a month, the average being about 70. I 
visited the temporary cooly camp that is being built at 
Thornithurru, the Mandapam end of the new railway 
bridge, to report on the progress. So far there are only 
two .sheds erected, each partitioned off with tatties into 
six quarters with three rooms in each quarter for the cleri- 
cal staff. No office or camp is yet started, and as the 
contractor was not there, I could not get any further 
infoi-mation about it. 


Extract from the Inspection Reports on Tirnpattur, 
Bangalore, Dharmapuri, Chingleput and Guntur Agencies 
by the Assistant Commissioner ol Chittoor and Salem 
Circles. 


Tihcpattur. — ^^The increase here is not so large as I 
expected, but the 4.gency ought to do well both in the west 
of North Areot and in Krishnagiri Taluk. 

Bangalore. — The recruiting figures for this Agency 
show a serious falling off as compared with previous 
years : — 


1909 ... ... 737 

1910 ... ... 4,126 

1911 ... ... 1,073 

1912 ... ... 348 

to date for 1 9 1 3 ... .. 130 


which shows a further falling off as compared with 1912. 

Dhaemapori. — This Agency is doing well but not srui 
well as it ought. There ought to be a substantial increase 
id next year's figures if the Agency is supported. I believe 
there is a good recruiting ground here. 

Chingleput. — This Agency continues to do very well, 
*> 1 ^ I note that most of the coolies come from Chingleput 
di^iict itself. There always seems to be abundance of 
labour here, though the district is not a poor one. 


Gontub.— This Agency has done nothing like so well 
this year, but I am still of the opinion that it could do 
very well indeed if support were given it by the estates. 


CAMPING REPORT, MALABAR DISTRICT. 

From August 17th, 1913, to September 2nd, 1913. 

From an advertising point of view I consider the 
camp I have just finished a very good one, I went to several 
places where a motor had never been seen and apparently 
a kangany was unknown. Though a great many of the 
people were MopJahs there were many other castes only 
wishful to know more about Ceylon to be persuaded to go. 

Besides giving notices in all the villages and handing 
them to people from the motor cycle as I passed them, at 
nearly all the places at which I stopped people came to the 
bungalows to ask for notices, one man said he had walked 
three miles to get one. I left Falghat at 2-52 p.m. by 
motor cycle, arriving at Mankara at 4-39 p.m., on the way 
I gave notices to every likely person and stopped at a 
village called Parli, where I t^ked to the people who were 
very interested, I was informed that four or five people 
had gone to Ceylon from the village and bad sent money 
to their relations. There, was a great demand for notices 
here. On the 18tb I remained at Mankara, this is a quiet 
•little place with a good many people, I bad notices distri- 
buted and several w-ere pasted on the houses, one being 
just below the letter box of the post office, anyone posting 
a letter must have read it. One of my reasons for going to 
this place was that through the Palghat Agency coolies 
have been going from this village, and 1 thought it would 
be a good thing to advertise a little more. On the 1 9th 
I left for Ottapalam, quite a crowd gathering to see the 
start, I stopped at Patripoliem distributing notices and 
making enquiries. I am convinced that if kanganies went 
to the villages along this road they could get coolies, 1 was 
informed that about twenty coolies bad lately gone to 
Ceylon from a near-by village, this I knew to be true as I 
remember seeing them at the Palghat Agency. I also met 
an old man who said that his son had gone to the Straits 
and had sent him Rs. 50. I stopped at a village called 
Lakkitti, finding the people anxious to know more about 
Ceylon. 

On my arrival at Ottapalam I first went to the Police 
Station to make enquiries about a kangany who had been 
arrested for supposed kidnapping, I found he had been 
released. I sent my peon to the villages with notices. 

On the next day I motored out to a place called 
Gonapara, stopped there for some little time distributing 
notices and talking to the people. I was told that a good 
many people had gone to Ceylon from Kavalapara a place 
close by, the people seemed very uneducated and poor. 
From here I went to a large village called Vaniamkolam, 
where a large crowd collected and there was quite a rush 
for notices, I gave all the information that I could and was 
told that several of the inhabitants had been to Ceylon and 
returned bringing money with them. On the way back 
to the Bungalow notices were given to passers-by. 

On the 2 let I left Ottapalam early in the morning to 
go to Cherpelcherri, a discance of eleven miles, there were 
no villages along this road hut a very large scattered 
populatidn, so I was kept busy giving notices all the way 
and stopped often to speak to people, some good advertising 
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being done. News of my coming had preceded me, and 
there was quite a oijowd to see the motor take the very 
steep hiJI up to Cherpelcheni, I sent out notices that 
evening and had some pasted on the houses. 

The following day I remained at Cherpelcheni and 
motored out to a village called Kalakod, this place is 
chiefly occupied by cloth weavers, they told me that no one 
had been to Ceylon, but som^ had gone to the Kolar Gold 
Mines, they were iuierested in the notices and wanted to 
know as much as they could about Ceylon. I had intended 
to go further but the road was impas.sable, be ng inches deep 
in mud, riding back to Cherpelcheni I found the village 
decorated with notices and my peon had also gone to a 
village two miles away with notices. 

On the 23rd I went to Angadipuram, there were no 
villages to stop at on the way, but notices were left at the 
toll at the river crossing, and given to passers-by. Angadi- 
puram is a big place, in which I did a good deal of adver- 
tising, from the bungalow verandah I could see a notice 
pasted on an empty house, most people pas.sing stopped to 
read it. Several people came to see me, two men \\ ishiog 
to send coolies, I have their names. In the evening I 
motored out to Naiiakal and back, 20 miles, doing good 
work. 

The 24th was the weekly shandy day, it is one of the 
biggest shandies in the district, it was a good opportunity 
for distributing notices all over the district, I also had some 
pasted on the walls of the shandy sheds.* 

On the 25th I went to Malappurara leaving notices on 
the way. Malappuram is a semi-military station, the 
Collector was in Camp, so I was unable to see him, I had 
intended to call on him, I had some conversation with 
some of the chief inhabitants. 

On the 26th I motored to Vylatore, the first part of 
the road being good, the latter part very bad, I bad a 
great difficulty in places in fact without the N.S.C. two- 
speed gear, I should never have been able to undertake 
this camp during the rains. I should like to mention here 
what a great advantage I have derived by its addition to 
the Triumph. Notices were eagerly asked for all along 
this road. At Vylatore several people came to the bunga- 
low for notices, one of them being a constable evidently 
desirous of sending coolies, my experience of the Indian 
constable is that he generally steals coolies. In the evening 
of the 27th I motored out to a place called Kalpakaiicherri, 
the road was in a terrible state, looking back I wonder 
how I got to the place, the machine at times had to be 
pulled over great boulders in the road, at others -sinking in 
the mud, but by persevering I got there, there were a great 
many people about as it was the w-eekly shandy day, I 
distributed a large number of notices, and w-as followed for 
quite a mile by people asking for them. I stopped for 
some time here and spoke to the people. 

I may mention here that the pictures have certainly 
proved a great attraction in Malabar, and were they would 
sometimes throw away the old notices without pictures 
that I had, the new ones are eagerly sought after and 
taken away to show to others. Leaving Vylatore I wenW 
to Tirur which is a fairly large town, I distributed many 
notices and had them pasted on the houses. I made a 
short stay here as there had recently been an agency her^ 

On the 29th I went to a place called Kuttipurain, 1- 
miles away for three miles the road was fair, the remaining 

* Shandy = Market. 


distance, a sea of mud and potholes, it took me three hours ■ 
to do the twelve miles, it also rained, notwithstand- 
ing the difficulties I distributed a lot of notices as I met a 
good many agricultural coolies. I stopped outside a large 
tile factory, but did not distribute notices as I did not think 
it w'ould be fair to the employers. On this bad road, I 
lost a most important part of the two-speed gear but was 
luckily able to find it. I stopped for semetime at a village 
called Pudiangudi and talked to the people and gave them 
notices. 

At Kuttipuram notices were distribu ed and pasted 
on the houses. On the 30th I went to Tirtala over quite 
a good road, though some difficulty was experienced in 
crossing the river as it was only half full of water. Whilst 
cro.ssing on tne platform on boats several people came with 
me including some intelligent coolies, to whom I gave 
notices which they read to each other whilst I was slowly 
crossing, I talked to them and left notices with the toll 
gate man. 

In the afternoon I motored out along the Ponani road, 
stopped at villages and gave notices. I made a point of 
remainbig at Tirtala on the next day, it being the weekly 
shandy day which is the best opportunity for circulating 
notices. 

On the 31st I .spent the morning putting on a fresh 
outer cover, the bad road having ruined one tyre and 
broken two spokes. In the afternoon I motored seventeen 
miles and went into a large village called Charlesseri, 
where there were crowds of people who were very interested 
in the Motor Cycle, I don’t think they had ever seen 
one in the village before. I gave them notices and talked 
to them, one man with an extremely loud and clear voice 
read out a notice to the crowd from lieginning to end, it 
was listened to with great attention. A good kangauy 
should do well in this village, there was a Straits recruiter 
there who told me that he had sent more than forty coolies 
from the village. On the 1st September I went to 
Pattambi, left notices at the toll gate and to people I met. 
A man came to see me at Pattambi wanting to send coolies. 
Notices were distributed in the village. Here I regret to 
say my back tyre burst beyond repair, and so I was unable 
to motor to Palghat as I had intended to do, but out of 
the 35 miles to that place only 10 miles had been advertised. 
I took the train from Pattambi to Palghat, arriving at that 
place at 11-30 a.m. 

Total distance i-un— by Motor Cycle 189 miles. 

„ „ by Train 37 „ 

Had J teen camping in a dry district I could have 
covered much more ground, Malabar roads are far from 
good at the best of times, but during the monsoon they are 
very bad. I cannot speak too highly of the behaviour of 
the Triumph Motor Cycle. 

G. S. DTJPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner. 

7th September, 1913. 


REMARKS ON MY CAMP. 

It would be a good thing if kauganics could follow the 
ground that I have covered as soon as possible. There are 
the coolies, there are the notices in their hands Itonlv, 
need a straightforward kangany to persuade many ott^m 
to take the. journey. I am convinced that the increase of 
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coolies going to Ceylon could be considerable if the Superin- 
tendents could send their kanganies to the villages that 
have been visited by oui'selves. 

Had I been actually recruiting myself I could have 
secured many coolies, but I think that too much time 
elapses after notices have been distributed before akangany 
visits the place. Again and again I have been asked such 
question as “ How do I go to Ceylon f ’ “ Who will take 

me there, etc., etc.” 


I have not troubled to interview ’village Munsiffs as I 
know enough about Malabar to be independent of them. 

The Paddy crop will be a good one this year, the 
wages average from As. 0-3-6 to As. 4 for men, As. 
0-2*6 for women. 

- G. S. DUPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner. 

7th September, 1013. 


District. 


MONTHLY UEPOUT ON RECRUITING PROSPETCS FOR AUGUST, 1913. 

Local Wi^es. 

Men. Women. 


Taluq. Crop Prospects. 


Recruiting 

Prospects. 


Trichinopoly Circle. 

Musii'i 
Kulitalai 


Musii'i ) . 

Agency ... | 

Turuyur f 

Agency ... \ 




Namapui'ui 
Agency .. 


Kulitalai 


Fair 


Good 


Fair 


Tanjere District. 

f Avautaiigi 


Tanjore 

Agency 


Aiumapatnam j 
Agency ... \ 


Puducottah 
Agency ...i 


Kuril bakonam 
Maunargudi 
Naiinilam 
Negapatam 
Papauasain 
Pattukottai 
Shiyali 
Tanjore 
Tiruthiiraipoondi j 
Arantaiigi 
Pattukottai 


:::1 


Kolatur 


Alangudi 

Tirumayam 


Ramnad District. 

f Tiruvadanie 

Tondi Agency J 

I Paramakudi 


Pam ban 
Agency 


, Dry cultiva- 
tion is going 
on 

, do 
do 


^Not good 


Annas. Annas. 


4 to 5 2 to 2^ 


Fair 


Poor for 
want of rain 


5 to 6 


H 

do 

H 


4 to 6 


Good 


Fair 


(Jood 


3^ to 3 


do 

3 


Not 200(1 


Fair 


Not good 
Good 
Not good 


3 to 4 There is a slack- 
ness in Emigra- 
tion via Tondi 
Port owing to 
prevalence of 
Cholera, in Tondi. 


Paramakudi ... 

Fair 

6 

3 

Fair 

Tiruvadan alley 

do 


n 

do 

Muthukolatur 

Very fair 

5 

3 

do 

Abyrarn 

Fair 

6 

4 

do 


Remarks. 


H, SCOBLE NICHOLSON, 

Ceylon Labour Commissioner, 

1st September, 1913. 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON RECRUITING PROSPECTS FOR AUGUST, 1913. 


District. 

Taluq. 

Crop 

ProspectH. 

Local Wages. 

Men. Women. 

Recruiting 

Prospects. 

Remarks. 




Annas. 

Annas. 



Salem Circle. 

Salem 

Dry crops 







poor 

5 


- Bad 

Owing to Magnesite works. 


Krishnagiri ... 

do good 

4 

‘J 

Fair 

Salem 

Agency 

Tirichengode . . . 

1 Hosur 

do do 

Di’v crops 
bad 

4 

4 

2 

2 

do 

do 

Canarese coolies available. 


Utangarai 

Dry crops 
very poor 

4 

2 

do 

More kauganies should work 


Omalur 

Dry crop.s 




here. 

1 


poor 

4 

2 

Bad 

Owing to Magnesite work. 

Atur 

Agency ... 
Dharmapuri 

Atur 

Fair 

4 

H 

Fair 

' 

Agency ... 

Dharmapuri ... 

Fair 

6 

3 

Fair 


Trichinopoly. 

Namakal 







Agency ... 

Namakal 

Bad 

2 to 3 

1 to 2 

Fair 


North Arcot District. 






TLrupatur 







Agency ... 

Tirupatur 

Good 

3 

H 

Fair 


Mysore Province. 






Nanjangode 







Agency ... 

Nanjangode ... 

Fair 

5 

H 

Not good 

CiX)lies are engaged in cultivation. 

Bangalore 

GkK>d 

4 

2 

Fair 



Magadi 

do 

3 

H 

do 



Closepet 

do 

3 

H 

do 


Bangalore 

Kanegal 

do 

3 

H 

GtX)d 

If it were not for Government 

Agency . . . 

Nelamaugalam 

do 


H 

do 

obstruction. 


Thod Bilapura 

do 

4 

2 

Fair 



Hosakottai 

do 

4 

2 

do 



Anikal 

do 

4 

2 

do 



H. SCOBLE NICHOLSON, 

Ceylon Labour CoramiKsioner, 

Ut September, 1913. 


Madura Agency. 

j Madura ... '] 

Melur 
Periakularu 
NeJakottai 
Thirumangalam 


Madura and 
Hamnad 


I Palany ... | 

Dindigul ... )> 
Ramnad 

Thirupuvanam ... 
Sivaganga 
Mana Madura ... 
Paramagudia ... 
Kamuthy ... ^ 


Fair 


4 to 5 2 to 3 


Fair Labour is available in most 

of the Taluks. 


G. S. DUPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner, 

28th August, 1913. 
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District. 


MONTHLY REPORT ON RECRUITING PROSPECTS FOR AUGUST, 1913. 


Ix)oal Wages. 

Taluq. Crop Prospects. Men. Women. Prospects. 


Remarks. 


Tinnevally Agency. 

I" Ambasamudram Good in Am ba- 
samudram, 

Tenkasi ... Tenkasi 

Tinnevally ...Not good in 
m. ,, Tiruchendoor 

Travalrare ^ ... Nangunerri 

Tiruchendoor . . . SrivaikuntamA 
Sankara nkoil 

Srivaikuntam ... 

Koilpatti and 
Sankarankoil . . . 


Tataparai Agency. 

f 

....j “p'i, 

L 


Fair in the 
I former 
^ Taluk, not 
I good 
J in the latter. 


Trode Agency. 

( Erode 
Bbavani 

Gobic het t ipo I iero 
Palladam 
Peria Dhara- 

Coirabatore puram 

Satiyamangalam 
Avanashi 
Udamalpet 
Pollachi 
Kol legal 


Fair 


Palghat and Cannanore Agencies. 

Palghat 
Walawanad 
Poimani 

Malabar ...J Calicut 
Chirakal 
Kottayam 
Kurumbranad 
Ernad 


Good 


Dindigul Agency. 

Madura and f 

Coimbatore ... \ 

{ Dharapuram 




Good 


Annas. Annas- 


4 ii to 0-2-C Fair A few Malayalams go from 

Travancore. 


There are a lot of festivals 
4 2 to 0-2.6 Fair going on at present, consequent- 

ly fewer coolies are going. 

G. S. DUPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner, 

27th August, 1913. 


3 to 4 2 to 0-2-6 Fair 


G. S. DUPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner, 

28th August, 1913. 


4 to 5 2 to 0-2-6 Good Plenty of coolies are available 

in Chirakal, Kottayam and 
Kurumbranad Taluks. 


G. S. DUPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner, 

28th August, 1913. 


3 to 8 2 to 0-2-6 Good The present month is a good 

one for recruiting, the figures 
being very good, a large number 
of coolies coming from the 
Falani and Dindigul Taluks. 

G. S. DUPEN, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commissioner. 

28th August, 1913. 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON RECRUITING PROSPECTS FOR AUGUST, 1913. 


District. Taluq. 


Karur Agency. 

Trichinopoly k f Karur 
Coimbatore ... | Dharapuram 


Crop 

Local Wages. 

Recruiting 

Remarks. 

Prospects. 

Men Women 

Prospects. 


Anna.s. Annas. 




0-2-6 Not Good of 

going on m the fields at presents 


Crops are 
Good. 







G. S. DUPEN, 






As.st. Ceylon Labour Commissioner, 






4th September, 1913. 

Chiltoor Circle. 

1 

' Chittoor 

Paddy and 

3 to 4 

2 to 3 

Fa’r The prospects in Chittoor are 


Ragi poor 



still good, although there has 


Kalahastri 

. Paddy i Ragi 
growing poorly 

do 

do 

do lieen a little rain lately. 

Indifferent 


Kan'etnagar . . , 

do 

do 

do 


Palmauair 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Chittoor ...<j 

1 

Vayalpad 

. Young paddy 

do 

do 

Fair 


indifferent. 





Madanapally . . 

. do 

do 

do 

Bad 


Puuganur 

. Young paddy 
and Ragi in- 

do 

do 

Indifferent 



different. 




1 

Chandragiri 

do 

do 

do 

do 



TAMIL 

DISTRICTS. 

Bad 


(• Aroot 

. Paddy still 
young, good 

4 

2 

Good 


Vellore 

. Ragi nearly 
ripe, good 

do 

do 

dc 


Gudiyatam 

do 

do 

do 


Walaja 

. Ragi nearly 

do 

do 

do 


• 

ripe, cumbu 
growing poorly 


do 

do 


Poiur 

. Ragi nearly 
ripe k some 

do 



North Aroot...< 

; 

harvested 




1 Arni 

do 

do 

do 

Poor 


1 Wandiwash 

. Ragi nearly 
ripe, cholam & 
groundnut still 

do 

do 

Indifferent 



young 



Good 


Arkonam 

. Ragi good 
Cumbu fair 

4 to 5 

2 to 3 



Cheyar 

. Paddy good 
Ragi fair 

do 

do 

Fair 

od 


Tiruvanamalay.. 

. Paddy good 

do 

do 


' Chiugleput 

. Young paddy 


3 

Fair 


good 

5 


Coujeeveraio . . 

. Ragi sown 
Paddy sown 

do 

do 

do 


Madurautagam 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Chinglepnt ...■ 

Ponnery 

. Cumbu grow- 
ing good 



do 



paddy sown 

do 

2i 


Saidapet 

do 

6 

H 

do 


Tiruvellur 

. Ragi, ground- 
nuts are sown 






paddy sown 

4 

do 

do 
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District. 


Tamil Districts. 


Villupurani ... 


Telugu Districts 


Cuddapah .. 


Taluq. 

Crop 

Local Wages. 

Recruiting 

Prospects. 

Men 

Women 

Prospects. 



Annas. 

Annas. 


Villupuram 

Cumbu and 
groundnut fair 

5 

3 


Tiudivanam 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Kallakurchi 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Tirukoilur 

Cumbu fair 





Ragi good, 
ploughing wet 


do 



lands 

do 


do 

Cuddalore 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Viruthachalam... 

Cholam, cumbu 





fair, Ragi good 
winter ground- 





nut sowing 

do 

do 

do 

Sidambaram ... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

:s. 

' Cuddapah 

. No rain, no 




crops 

4 

2 

Moderate 

PuUveiidIa 

do 

3 

do 

Good 

KatiDalapuraiv .. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

iloychoty 

do 

do 

do 


Rajaoipet 

. Cumbu grow- 



do 

ing under 




wells 

4 

do 

do 

Sidhout 

. No rain, no 





crops 

3 

do 

Bad 

Proddatur 

. do 

8 

3 

do 

Badvel 

do 

3 

2 

Good 

, Janumalmadugu 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Nellore 


'Nellore 

...Young paddy 
good 

4 to 5 

3 

Bad 

Suloorpet 

Tilling 

3 

H 

do 

Vengatakiri 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Kovoor 

...Young paddy 
growing poorly 

do 

2 

do 

Kavali 

do 

H 

H 

do 

Atmakur 

do 

H 

2 

do 

Kandukur 

Tilling 

do 

1 

do 

Udagiri 

... Young paddy 
and cholam 
growing poorly 

3 

2 

do 

Rapoor 

... Paddy and 
cholam grow- 
ing poorly 

2 

H 

do 

Kanigiri 

Tilling 

H 

do 

do 

Podili 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Dharai 

do 

do 

do 

do 

[ Gudur 

... do 

3 

do 

do 


AUGUST, 1913. 

Remarks. 


As long a.s the rain bolds o£E 
here there is plenty of labour to 
be had, and the longer it holds 
off the better recruiting pros- 
pects — even after it does rain. 


Prospects not at all good at 
present. 
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MONTHLY REPORT ON RECRUITING PROSPECTS POR AUGUST, 1913, 


District. 


Guntur 


Anantapur 


Bellary 


Taluq. 

Crop 

Local 

Recruiting 

»• 

Guntur 

Prospects. 

Cunibu, cbo- 
lam, chillies & 
tobacco are 

Men 

Annas. 

Women 

Annas. 

Prospects. 

Satnapalli 

fertilize grow th 
same as 

4 


Bad 

Venukonda 

Guntur 
Cumbu, cho- 
1am, cotton, red 
gram & ragi are 
in fertilize 

do 

do 

do 

Repalli 

growth 
Paddy sown 

do 


do 

Tenali 

replanted 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

Bapatia 

Anantapur 

do 

Young paddy 

do 

do 

do 


it cholam good 

3 

H 

M^xlerate 

Dharmavarem 
Uruvakonda .. 

do 

Young cholam 

4 

2 

do 


mo<lerate 

3 

do 

do 

Gooty 

do 

do 

do 

do 

-Kaliyandrug .. 

do 

do 


do 

Bellary 

. do 

4 

0 

do 

Adoni 

do 

3 

2 

do 

Hospet 

do 

H 

b 

do 

Rayadury 

, do 

4 

H 

do 

Aloor 

. do 

H 

2 

do 

Kurnool 

. Young cumbu 
growing well 

3 

do 

do 

Nandiyal 

do 

H 

do 

do 

Todopatry 

. do 

4 

do 

do 

^Mottigodi 

. do 

4 

do 

do 

J. H. 


Remarks. 


I should say that the pros- 
pects at Guntakal Agency am 
still pretty fai^ 


RUTHERFORD LEE, 

Asst. Ceylon Labour Commis sioner. 


CEYLON LABOUR COMMISSION, TRICHINOPOLY. 


Comparative Statement showing the number ol Coolies despatched monthly from each Agency dnring 1912 and 1913. 

Agencies. Years. Jan. Feb. Total. Mar. I'otai. A ril. Total. May, Total, June. Total. July. Total. Aug. Total 

Headquarter Circle. 


Trichiuopoly 1912 

740 

1,036 

1,776 

1 ,556 

3.332 

3,276 

6,608 ' 

6,057 

12,665 

6,088 

18,753 

4,529 

23,282 

3,760 I 

27,042 

y, 

1913 

994 

1,201 

2,195 

1.453 

3,648 

4,081 

7,729 

7,639 

15,368 

7,193 

22,561 

4,723 

27,284 

3,772 : 

31,056 

Tanjore 

1912 

42 

94 

136 

165 

301 

231 

532 

347 

879 

323 

1,202 

259 

1,461 

175 

1,636' 

o 

1913 

109 

146 

2.55 

149 

404 

192 

596 

347 

943 

447 

1,390 

318 

1,708 

160 

1,868 

Turaiyur 

1912 

5 

32 

37 

6 

43 

28 

71 

137 

208 

215 

423 

104 

527 

41 

568 


1913 

5 

27 

32 

49 

81 

79 

160 

159 

319 

233 

552 

139 

691 

83 

774 

Musiri 

1912 

3 

15 

18 

29 

47 

39 

86 

142 

228 

109 

337 

87 

424 

# 

476 


1913 

20 

4 

24 

8 

32 

132 

164 

202 

366 

206 

572 

177 

749 

m 

871 

Puducotah 

1912 

89 

108 

197 

121 

318 

166 

484 

214 

698 

348 

1,046 

272 

1,318 

339 

1,687 


1913 

56 

111 

167 

65 

232 

22S 

460 

308 

768 

437 

1,205 

277 

1,482 

247 

1,729 

Manaparai 

1912 

111 

103 

214 

135 

349 

129 

478 

344 

822 

297 

1,119 

319 

1,438 

331 

1,769 

♦4 

1913 

224 

141 

365 

171 

536 

308 

844 

425 

1,269 

446 

1,715 

438 

2,153 

368 

2,521 

Total.. 

. 1912 

990 

1,388 

2,378 

2,012 

4,390 

3,869 

' 8,259 7,241 15,500 7,380 

22,880 

5,570 

28,450 

1 4,698 

33,148 


.1913 I 

,408 1 

1,630 

3,038 

1,895 

4,933 

5,020 

9,953 9,080 19,033 8,962 

27, -995 

6,072 

34,067 

' 4,752 

38,8.19 
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Agencies. Years. Jan. Peb. Total. Mar. Total. April. Total. May. Total. June. Total. July. Total. Aug. Total, 


CMttoor CirctCn 

Chingieput 1912 

120 

105 

225 

136 

361 

305 

666 

287 

953 

562 

1,515 

505 

2,020 

437 

2,457 


1913 

99 

132 

231 

228 

454 

424 

878 

440 

1,318 

492 

1,810 

556 

2,366 

422 

2,788 

Arkonatn 

1912 

201 

67 

268 

56 

324 

154 

478 

272 

750 

264 

1,014 

287 

1,301 

311 

1,612 


1913 

87 

112 

199 

78 

277 

164 

441 

240 

681 

342 

1,023 

368 

1,391 

258 

*1,649 

Villupuram 

1912 

118 

156 

274 

266 

540 

325 

865 

412 

1,277 

501 

1.778 

618 

2,396 

629 

3,025 

11 

1913 

166 

177 

343 

328 

671 

388 

1,059 

682 

1,741 

654 

2,895 

682 

2,977 

544 

3,521 

2,573 

Katpady 

1912 

216 

257 

473 

140 

613 

177 

790 

292 

1,082 

416 

1,497 

577 

2,074 

499 

11 

1913 

'252 

231 

483 

150 

633 

245 

878 

385 

1,263 

342 

1,605 

320 

1,925 

387 

2,312 

Coconada 

1912 


19 

19 

10 

29 

29 

58 

11 

69 

49 

118 

38 

156 

15. 

171 

11 

1913 

6 

15 

21 

37 

58 closed 

58 

closed 

58 

closed 

58 

closed 

58 closed 

08 

Caddapab 

1912 

4 

II 

15 

22 

37 

2 

39 

34 

73 

22 

95 

37 

132 

18 

150 

11 

1918 

15 

2 

17 

13 

30 

20 

50 

23 

73 

171 

244 

132 

376 

18 

394 

Nellore 

1912 

9 


9 

18 

27 

2 

29 


29 

29 

58 

9 

67 


67 


1913 

17 

25 

42 

52 

94 

9 

103 

17 

120 

6 

126 

13 

139 

2 

141 

Ountur 

1912 


63 

63 

8 

71 

155 

226 

43 

269 

27 

296 

33 

329 

8 

337 

11 

1913 






22 

22 

5 

27 

111 

138 

3 

141 

14 

155 

Cliittoor 

1912 





• a. 


• •• 


... 


• •• 





11 

1913 




2 

2 

Is 

15 

14 

29 

22 

51 

27 

78 

32 

no 

Anantapur 

1912 

89 

24 

113 

13 

126 

... 

126 


126 


126 


126 


126 


1913 closed 


Total... 

14 

1912 

1913 

757 

642 

702 1,459 669 2,128 1,149 3,277 
694 1,336 883 2,219 1,285 3.504 1 

1,361 

1,806 

4,628 

5,310 

1,869 6,497 
2,140 7,450 

2,104 8,601 
2,001 9,451 

1,917 

1,677 

10,618 

11,128 

Madura Circle. 

Tataparai 1912’ 

256 

191 

447 

312 

759 

265 

1,024 

522 

1,546 

607 

2,153 

573 

2,726 

611 

3,237 


1913 

267 

352 

619 

433 

1.052 

761 

1,813 

741 

2,554 

801 

3,355 

678 

4,033 

620 

4,653 

Madura 

1912 

275 

255 

530 

293 

823 

355 

1,178 

603 

1,781 

663 

2,344 

2,5o5 

537 

2,881 

689 

3,520 

3,730 


1913 

220 

162 

382 

149 

531 

421 

952 

787 

1,739 

766 

616 

3,121 

609 

Tinnevelly 

1912 

94 

122 

216 

136 

352 

174 

.526 

247 

773 

291 

1,064 

340 

1.404 

260 

1,664 


1913 

121 

88 

209 

147 

366 

238 

594 

364 

958 

399 

1,367 

400 

1,757 

251 

2,008 

Ammapatai 

Tondi 

n 1912 

8 

54 

62 

60 

122 

119 

241 

142 

383 

240 

623 

228 

851 

138 

989 

1913 

43 

43 

86 

.49 

135 

130 

265 

179 

444 

174 

618 

109 

727 

183 

910 

1912 

109 

177 

286 

131 

420 

329 

749 

321 

1,070 

970 

860 

1,430 

423 

1,853 

204 

2,057 


1913 

111 

109 

220 

129 

349 

215 

564 

406 

439 

1,409 

402 

1,811 

150 

1,961 

Pambaa 

1912 

8 

14 

22 

89 

111 

20 

131 

70 

201 

93 

294 

132 

426 

100 

526 

11 

1913 

11 

17 

28 

75 

103 

43 

146 

78 

224 

68 

292 

75 

367 

67 

434 

Total 

. 1912 

750 

813 

1,563 

1,024 

2,587 

1,262 

.3,849 

1,905 5,754 

2,154 

7,908 2,233 

10,141 

1,862 

11,993 

11 

. 1913 

773 

771 

1,544 

982 

2,526 

1.808 

4,334 2,555 6,889 

2.647 

9,536 2,280 

11,816 1,880 

13,b96 

Salem Circle. 

Salem 1912 

126 

132 

258 

157 

415 

362 

777 

326 

1,103 

313 

1,416 

346 

1.762 

456 

2,218 


1913 

63 

124 

187 

210 

397 

226 

623 

217 

840 

168 

1,008 

166 

1,174 

185 

1,359 

Bangalore 

1912 

23 

17 

40 

14 

54 

37 

91 

57 

148 

34 

182 

64 

246 

53 

299 

1913 

22 

29 

51 

18 

69 

14 

83 

35 

118 

nil 

118 

50 

168 

U 

192 

Gantakal 

1912 

6 

16 

22 

4 

26 

9 

,35 

24 

59 

32 

91 

27 

1 18 

45 

163 


1913 

76 

31 

■ 107 

81 

188 

96 

284 

87 

371 

81 

452 

75 

527 

58 

585 

Hubli 

1912 


27 

27 

12 

39 

31 

70 

44 

114 

10 

124 

39 

163 

16 

179 


1913 

19 

25 

44 

2 

46 closed 

46 closed 

46 closed 

46 cl 

iosed 

46 

closed 

46 

Tirnpattur 

1912 


... 














1 " 

Namakal 

,4 

1913 


22 

22 

15 

37 

34 

71 

14 

85 

14 

99 

12 

111 

27 

138 

■ 1912 
1913 

18 

15 

33 

58 

91 

55 

146 

83 

229 

87 

316 

69 

385 

78 

463 

Dbarmapuru 1912 


... 









... 





,, 

1913 


35 

35 

36 

71 

30 

101 

14 

115 

13 

128 

39 

187 

30 

217 

Atiir 

1912 

















1913 

3 

26 

29 

48 

77 

61 

138 

44 

182 

67 

249 

39 

288 

66 

354 

Nanangode 

1912 



... 


• *. 


... 

... 





... 



1913 




12 

12 

28 

40 

29 

69 

19 

88 

18 

106 

31 

137 

^ Total .. 

. 1912 

155 

192 

347 

187 

534 

439 

973 

451 

1,424 

389 

1,813 

476 

2,298 

670 2,859 


. 1913 

201 

307 

508 

480 

988 

544 

1,532 

523 2,055 

449 2.504 

488 

2,992 

499 

3,491 
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Agoaoies. 

Years. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Total. Mar. 

Total. April. 

Falghal Circle. 

Erode 1912 

134 

135 

269 

144 

413 

224 


1913 

145 

187 

332 

262 

594 

211 

Dindigal 

1912 

75 

90 

165 

139 

304 

242 

1913 

168 

154 

322 

178 

500 

263 

Karur 

1912 

46 

67 

113 

83 

196 

118 


1913 

64 

71 

135 

61 

196 

147 

Palghat 

1912 

36 

66 

102 

56 

158 

62 


1913 

84 

90 

174 

71 

245 

41 

Tirur 

1912 








1913 

6 

5 

11 

10 

21 closed 

Caunanore 

1912 








1913 


2 

2 

15 

17 

9 

Total .. 

. 1912 

291 

358 

649 

422 

1071 

646 


. 1913 

467 

509 

976 

597 

1573 

671 


Total. May. 

Total. June. Total. 

July. 

Total. 

Aug. 

Total. 

637 

302 

939 

174 

1,113 

202 

1,315 

173 

1»488 

805 

216 

1,021 

274 

1,295 

179 

1,474 

180 

1,654 

546 

289 

836 

295 

1,130 

357 

1,487 

373 

1,860 

763 

403 

1,166 

367 

1,523 

828 

1,851 

274 

2,125 

314 

96 

410 

118 

528 

119 

647 

198 

845 

343 

184 

527 

87 

614 

103 

717 

92 

809 

220 

82 

302 

167 

469 

178 

647 

173 

820 

286 

105 

391 

91 

482 

140 

622 

134 

'756 

21 closed 

21 closed 

21 

closed 

,21 

closed 

21 

26 

10 

36 

56 

92 

19 

111 

73 

1 84 

1717 

769 

2486 

754 

3240 

856 

4096 

917 

5013 

2244 

918 

3162 

865 

4027 

769 

4796 

7,53 

5549 


Grand Total 1912 2943 3453 6396 4314 10710 7365 18075 11717 29792 12546 42338 11239 53,577 9954 63531 

„ „ 1913 3491 3911 7402 4837 12239 9328 21.567 14882 36449 15063 51512 11610 63122 9561 72683 


COOLY STATISTICS FOB THE MONTH OF AUGUST, 1913. 

Agencies. Peeviously. Total. Augst. Total. Total g. Total, 


HEADQUARTERS CIRCLE ; 

- M. 

F. 

Ch. 

lofts. ToUl. M. 

F. 

Ch. 

Fnft 

Total 

. M. 

F. 

Ch, 

InftB. 

Total. 

1. 

Triohinopoly 

14,737 

5,379 

5,230 

1,91827,284 

2,114 

718 

687 

263 

3,772 

16,851 

6,097 5,937 

2,171 

31,0.5fi 

2. 

Taujore 

1,145 

298 

164 

101 1,708 

110 

25 

14 

11 

160 

1,255 

323 

178 

112 

lj868 

3. 

Tnralyur 

325 

159 

135 

72 691 

39 

24 

11 

9 

83 

364 

183 

146 

81 

’774 

4. 

Musiri 

358 

150 

186 

56 7^9 

60 

27 

21 

14 

122 

418 

177 

207 

69 

871 

6 . 

Puducottah 

868 

250 

284 

so 1,482 

128 

52 

43 

24 

247 

996 

302 

327 

104 

1,729 

6. 

Manaparai 

1,447 

392 

237 

77 2,153 

229 

69 

58 

12 

368 

1,675 

461 

295 

89 

2,521 



18,880 

6,628 

6,256 2.303 34,067 2,680 

916 

834 

323 

4,762 21,660 7,543 7,090 

2,626 

38,819 


MADURA CIRCLE;— 


7. 

Tataparai 

... 2,466 

792 

497 

278 4,033 

370 

122 

86 

42 

620 

2,836 

914 

533 

320 

4,653 

8. 

Madura 

... 1,970 

631 

401 

119 3,121 

356 

127 

79 

47 

609 

2,326 

758 

480 

166 

3,730 

9. 

Tinnevelly 

... 1,190 

252 

217 

98 1.757 

164 

36 

42 

9 

261 

1,354 

286 

259 

107 

2,008 

10. 

Ammapatnam 

446 

137 

no 

34 727 

111 

34 

26 

12 

163 

557 

171 

136 

46 

910 

11. 

Tondi 

... 1,129 

392 

156 

134 1,811 

92 

37 

10 

11 

150 

1,221 

429 

166 

145 

1,961 

12. 

Pamban 

180 

93 

61 

28 367 

29 

11 

15 

12 

67 

209 

109 

76 

40 

434 


7,381 2,302 1,442 691 11,816 1,122 367 258 133 1,880 8,503 2,669 1,700 824 13,698 


CHITTOOE CIRCLE;- 


13, 

Chingleput 

... 1,350 

571 

231 

214 

2,366 

255 

86 

40 

41 

422 1,605 

657 

271 

255 

2,788 

14. 

Arkonani 

799 

344 

103 

145 

1,391 

133 

76 

20 

29 

258 932 

420 

123 

174 

1,649 

16. 

Villupuram 

... . 1,841 

677 

275 

184 

2,977 

339 

116 

42 

47 

544 2.180 

793 

317 

231 

3,521 

16. 

Katpadi 

... 1170 

464 

150 

151 

1.925 

242 

108 

19 

18 

387 1,412 

562 

169 

169 

2,312 

17. 

Coconada 

26 

19 

10 

3 

58 


Closed Closed 


26 

19 

10 

3 

58 

18. 

Cuddapah 

227 

92 

30 

27 

376 

9 

6 

2 

i 

18 236 

93 

32 

28 

394 

19 

Neliore 

100 

26 

8 

5 

139 

2 

0 

0 

() 

2 102 

26 

8 

5 

141 

20. 

Guntur 

75 

37 

18 

U 

141 

11 

2 

1 

0 

14 86 

39 

19 

11 

155 

21. 

ChittooT 

44 

18 

11 

5 

7B 

17 

8 

4 

3 

32 61 

ji 26 

15 

8 

110 









C: 



p . 

I 






5,632 

2,238 

836 

745 

9,451 

1,008 

402 

128 

139 

1,677 6,640 

2,640 

964 

884 

11,128 
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COOLY 

STATISTICS 

FOR 

THE 

MONTH 

OF 

AUGUST, 

1913. 




SALEM CIRCLE:-. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. Infts. Total. 

M 

F. 

Ch. 

Infts. 

Total-- 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

Infts. Total. 

22. 

Salem' 

724 

220 

167 

73 

1,174 

104 

42 

26 

13 

185 

828. 

262 

183 

86 

l,359i 

23. 

Bangalore 

133 

23 

' 6 

6 

168 

23 

1 

0 

0 

24 

156 

24 

6 

6 

192 

24. 

Guntakal 

363 

94 

,44 

21 

527 

49 

6 

2 

1 

58 

417 

100 

46 

•22 

585 

25. 

Hubli 

28 

8 

8 

2 

46 



Glowed 



28 

8 

3 

2 

46 

26. 

Tirupathar 

68 

20 

14 

9 

111 

17 

7 

2 

1 


85 

27 

16 

10 

138 

27. 

Namakal 

245 

72 

57 

11 

385 

53 

13 

6 

6 

78 

293 

85 

63 

17 

483 

28. 

Dharmapuri 

120 

40 

16 

11 

187 

20 

6 

1 

3 

30 

140 

46 

17 

14 

217 

29. 

Atur 

163 

59 

35 

31 

288 

29 

20 

7 

10 

66 

192 

79 

42 

41 

354 

30. 

Nanjangode 

76 

19 

8 

3 

106 

17 

9 

2 

3 

31 

93 

23 

10 

6 

137 



1,925 

655 

345 

167 

2,992 

312 

104 

46 

37 

499 2,237 

659 

391 

204 

3,491 


PALGHAT CIRCLE 


31. 

Erode 


941 

301 

105 

127 

1,474 

128 

27 

15 

10 

180 

1,069 

328 

GO 

137 

1,654 

32. 

Dindigul 


. 1163 

392 

184 

112 

1,861 

176 

65 

23 

20 

274 

1,339 

447 

207 

132 

2,125 

33. 

Karur 


413 

133 

121 

50 

717 

61 

16 

10 

5 

92 

474 

149 

L31 

55 

809 

34. 

Palghat 


470 

77 

53 

22 

622 

112 

17 

3 

2 

134 

682 

94 

56 

24 

756 

35. 

Tirur 


14 

4 

2 

1 

21 



Glowed 



14 

4 

2 

1 

21 

36. 

Cannanore 


70 

17 

16 

8 

111 


‘ib 

9 

"i 

73 

123 

27 

26 

9 

184 



Total. 

3,071 

924 

481 

320 

4,796 

630 

125 

60 

33 

753 

3,601 

1049 

541 

358 

5,549 


Geasd Total. 36,889 12,647 9,360 4,226 63,122 6,652 1,913 1,326 670 561 42,641 14,560 10,686 4,896 63,351 

(63,122) (9,561) 1912 63,631 


RIFLE REGIMENTS. 

A Lecture delivered by Colonel R. B Fell, Com- 
mandant, Ceylon Volunteer Force to members of the 
Ceylon Planters’ Rifle Corps. 


The lecture which I have been asked to deliver is 
with the idea of helping you to learn something of the 
origin of the Corp.s of lliHemen. The Kitie Battalions of 
the British Army owe their inception primarily to Colonels 
Coote Manningham and Stewart; these officere realised 
how unsatisfactory Light Companies, Grenadier Companies 
and Irregular Corps were, and they also realised the power 
of the newly Lssued Baker Rifle in proper hands. Previous 
to the raising of a British regiment of Riflemen, there had 
been in one Army various Corps of Foreign Riflemen wear- 
ing the Green Jacket and armed w-ith Rifles. In the 
American rebellion against Britain, rifles were freely used 
by the revolted Colonists, and in order to meet the back 
woodsmen on equal terras as regards weapons, Jaegers were 
recruited on the Continent and sent over to America to 
assist the British Troops. The Rifle Corps of foreigners 
raised were such as Lowensteins Chasseurs. Hompesch’s 
Regiment, York Rangers, and Waldstein’s Chaaseurs. In 
1798 the 6th (Rifle) Battalion of the 60th Royal Americans 
was formed from the debris of the.se regiments ; it was 
entirely composed of foreigners. In 1799 the 6th and 7th 
Battalions of the same regiment were raised as Rifle 
Battalions to serve in the West Indies and America. AVe 
cannot, however, accept these Battalions as British Rifle- 
men, it was not still 1816 that the Red Jacket of the 60th 
Royal Americans came to an end. In 1800 Colonel Coote 
Manningham persuaded the authorities to form an Experi- 
mental Corps of Riflemen and orders were issued to 1 4 


Regiments of the Line each to supply 2 .Sergeants and 32 
Rank and File of picked men, with proportion of officers, 
to form the Experimental Rifle Corps. 

In April 1800 these men were assembled at Horsham 
Barracks under the command of Lieut.-Colouel the Hon. 
William Stewart and commenced their training as 
Riflemen. On August 25lh 200 of- these Riflemen landed 
with an expedition to the North of Spain at Ferrol, and 
took part in a sharp engagement ; this skirmish w as the 
baptism in blood of British Riflemen. In October, 1 800, 
Colonel Coote Manningham ’s Rifle Corps is seen for the 
first time in the Army List. Fortescue in his history of 
the British Army says : — •' It is no exaggeration to say the 
formation of the Rifle Brigade marks a new era in the 
history of British Infantry.” It may intere.st you to know 
that the firet officer of the Rifle Battalion to be killed was 
a Captain Grant, their Adjutant, who fell gloriously 
fighting the Quarter Deck Guns of H. M. S. Isis at the 
battle of Copenhagen, a Company of the Rifles having 
been sent with the Fleet and that Lord Nelson personally 
wrote to Colonel Stewart, expressing his pleasure at the 
behaviour of the Riflemen and hoping the Government 
would increase their Rifle (, orps. The uniform of the 
Riflemen was practically the same as it is to-day. In 1802 
the Corps of Riflemen was officially numbered as the 95th 
Rifles. 

The Rifles issued to these Riflemen in 1800 were the 
first Rifles issued to the British Army, and it may interest 
you to know that even in those days Riflemen slung their 
arms. 

On the formation of Rifle Battalions, their peculiar 
duties as Skirmishers rendered Colours an impossibility 
They have never been issued to a Rifle Battalion and the 
battle honours are carried on the Cross Belts of the 
Officers. 
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Riflerqpn have always been ahead of the times, and 
the rest of the British Army are now doing what was done 
by Colonel Coote Manningham’s Riflemen a hundred years 
ago. 

The similarity between what these originators of Hitie 
men laid down and what is in force in our Army at the 
present day is extraordinary Marksmen, first and .second 
class shots, Medals for bravery, good conduct badges, school 
certificates and, above all, decentralization had their genus 
from Colonel Coole Manninghara. 

The Bugle Horn has always been the musical instiu- 
raeut of the Riflemen, it take the place of the Brum of the 
Linesman, and the Scottish Rifles hare in addition added 
to it the warlike music of the Bagpipe. 

In a lecture delivered in 180.3 Colonel Coote Manning- 
hara says : “ Riflemen are, as it were, a light, a beacon for 
the General, they should con.stantly infoim him of the 
situation, the movements and the nature of the enemy’s 
designs. “Again he says:” “ The safety of the Aimy 
depends frequently on the vigilance, the expertne.ss and 
the superiority of the Light Troops compared to lho.sc of 
the euemy,” and I think the following quotation from a 
lecture by the same officer in 1802 is well worth extract- 
ing. “ Every officer of Light Troops should know- 
how to occupy a po.st, how to keep it, how to .support, and 


how to retire from it if necessary, he should be well ac- 
quainted with the means and precautions ueces.sary to 
secure himself upon all marches; how to penetrate the 
enemies chain of .sentries, to reconnoitre his position, hi.s 
force and his movenient.s, the circumstances which favour 
an attack on those places he may occupy, as well as such as 
are untavoui-ahle to liimself when attacking,” 

I have now shortly sketcheil for you the origin of the 
famous Rifle Corps of the Ih-itish Army, w hose Rugles 
have been heard on every hattle-fielil and every Campaign 
undertaken liy Great Britain for- more than a hundred 
years and whose successors ilowii to the present day, have 
■shown them.selves worthy to uphold the ancient fame of 
these Regiments and to uphold those glorious Rifle tradi- 
tions which have been handed down uiitaniished since the 
Napoleonic wars. It was the system which made the 
Riflemen, and now that things are leiellirrg itp all round 
it is the Esprit ile Corps, which still keeps the Rifle 
Regiroerrt a little ahead of all others, 


NGTK. — By the OnicerCorrrrrrarrrlrngCeylun I’larrters’ Bille 
Corps. The so-called “ Colrnira,” | resented hy His [.ate 
Majesly the King to the Ceylon Planters’ llille Corps, are ’ 
trfticially de'igrratrii hy tire natrte of “ tanner.” 


CEYLON MOUNTED RIFLES. 

Strength Return for Month Ending August, 1913. 
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STRENGTH RETURN. 


CEYLON PLANTERS' RIFLE CORPS 

FOR MONTH OF AUGUST, 1913. 
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STERILIZING MANURES. 

Departaient of AgricaUure, 
Peradeniya, Ceyton, 

4/5th September, 1913. 

The Sbcrbtary, 

Planters^ Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter dated November 12th, 1912, 
and in continuation of my letter No. 411 of February 7th, 1913, 

I have the honour to attach copy of a Report by the Rotanint 
and Mycologist on the presence of weed se^a in manures. 

2. You will ob'Crve that Mr. Fetch’s investigations have 
been of an exhaustive character, and that the results aft'ord no 
grounds for supposing that weeds are traceable to manures. 

3, Tliere would seem, therefore to be no justification in 
this connection for advising that mannres should be sterilized 
upon their importation into Ceylon. 

I am, thr, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

R. N. LYNR, 

Director of Agriculture. 

WEED SEEDS IN MANURES. 

The following investigations were undertaken to 
determine whether art:ficial manures and manure mixtures 
contained weed seeds capable of germination. 

2. The soil used in the experiments was sterilised Ly 
boiling in small quantities at a time. Tt was then left to 
dry in the laboratory for about three weeks, pulverised 
when dry, and mixed with sand which iiad been stenlised 
at the same time as the .soil, by heating. The mixed soil 
and sand was then filled into seed pans, watered, and left 
for a few days. 

3. Samples of the following manures were received 
from Colombo firms. 

Firm A- — R^-pe cake. 

Ground nut cake. 

Castor cake from India. 

Castor cake from Europe “treated with 
sulphur.” 

Firm B. — Castor cake. 

Ground nut cake. 

Rape cake. 

Firm C. — Ground nut cake. 

Rape cake. 

Special selected castor cake. 

Ordinary castor cake. 

4. Samples of these, each weighing 100 grams, were 
mixed with sterilised sand and then mixed with the top 
layers of the soil in the seed pans to a depth of ab(»iit half 
an inch. The pans were watered, covered with glass plates 
which were periodically removed for ventilation, and placed 
near the windows in an empty room in the laboratory. 
The experiment was continued for three months, without 
the appearance of any weeds. The control plots (2) whicn 
had been treated in the same way, but without the addition 
of manure were also blank. 

5. As it had been suggested that seeds were in- 
ti-oduced with the cake manures, but remained dormant 
until the subsequent application of Basic .slag and suiphate 
of Potash, these, after sterilising by heating, were added to 
the seed pans under experiment. This treatment did not 
result in the production of any weeds. 

6. Samples of manures were then obtained from 
several estates, taken from the bulk after arrival on the 
e-states. These were as follows : — 


Estate A. — iVIixture consisting of Ground nut cake, 
crushed fi.sh, Blood Meal, steamed 
bones, Nitrate of Potash. 

Estate B. — Mixture consisting of Ground nut cake, 
Blood Meal, steamed bone dust, 
Muriate of Potash, Suphate of Ammo- 
nia, Nitrate of Potash, cone, super- 
phosphate. 

Estate i3.— -Mixture consisting of Gi ound nut cake, 
Blood Meal, stearaeil bone dust, 
Muriate of Potash, Sulphate of Ammo- 
nia, Nitrate of Potash, co.nc. super- 
phosphate. 

Estate D. — No. 1. Mixture containing fish, Castor 
cake, ordinary superphosphate, steamed 
l)Oiies, Bone Meal, Sulphate of Ammo- 
nia, Sulphate of potash. 

No. 2. Mixture containing Ground nut 
cake, Rape cake, Ammonium sulphate, 
Blood Mea), steamed hone meal, Sul- 
phate of Potash. 

These five samples were treated in the 
same way as the first eleven, with 
equally negative results, 

7. As it has frequently been stated that weeds can 
be grown frem samples of manure, merely by moistening 
them and leaving them on the verandah, this rough and 
ready metho<l of testing was tried. The tests, howe^’or, 
were made in the laboratory to prevent the possibihiy 
of wind-ly>rne seeds olitaining access. No weeds grevv in 
any care. 

8. After the negative results of the pot trials, the 
remaining portion of each sample of manure (up to 4 lbs. 
in some cases) was graded by sifting thiough standard 
sieves into portions ea(.'h consisting of pai'tic)e.s of approxi- 
mately equal size, and these portions were examined with 
a lens for weed seeds. In all cases but one, no weed 
seeds were found. The exception was Mixture No. 2, 
Estate D. From two pounds of that mixture, seventy five 
weed seeds, apparently sound, were separated. These 
were subjected to a germination test on damp blotting 
paper, but all of them proved to l>e dead. 

9. It may be noted that Rape cake frequently con- 
tains fragiDf nts of seeds, e.g., halves of leguminous seeds, 
pieces of grains of barley, which are quite evident on 
casual inspection. The sifting tests here adopted show 
that it contain.s weed seeds also, but so far, these have all 
turned out to be dead. This latter result agrees with the 
manufacturers’ statement that the oil is extracted from rape 
seed by a solvent process. 

10. The re.sults of all these tests go to prove that the 
manures in common use do not contain viable weed seeds 

seeds capable of germination). But one must bear in 
mind the proverbial impossibility of proving a negative. 

11. Several planters have kindly forwarded speci- 
mens of the weeds found on manured and unmanured 
fields respectively, or on fields manured with different mix- 
tures. More .specimens are required before any deduc- 
tions can be made, and information is particularly desired 
as to which seeds predominate. 

12. Front the specimens available at present, it may 
be stated that the weeds complained of are all well-known 
Ceylon ^veeds. No new species have been found among 
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the examples .sent in. Many of Iheni hear seeds »hich 
are distributed by the wind, e.g., Gyimra lycoperauifclia, 
Creyii japonka, hmilia sonchifolia, Agtratum conyzoides, 
Vernonia Rookeriana, Sonchus olemceua^ etc., but the majo- 
rity of the species do not. In that particular, however it 
is not possible to airive at any conclusion without infotnia- 
tion concerning the relative abundance of the various 
species sent in. Seeds which are distributed by adhering 
to animals are represented by the common Rukns pdom and 
Cynoqloaauni micranthnm. 

l.I. It is particularly noticeable that the weeds 
especially complained of in up and raid-country districts 
are known to have been naturalised in the Nuwara Eliya 
district for many years. There seems to be no doubt that 
these weeds are now .sprearling on. This fact — that the 
“new” weeds have treen derived from higher elevations — 
goe.s far to disprove the idea that they have been intro- 
duced with manures. The sow thistle and chickweed are 
examples of weeds which are extending theii' range down- 
wards. 

14. A few particular cases may be noted in the 
present report. A more detailed study of the common 
weeds will be made as time permits. 

15. The weed which is said to follow an application 
of basic al^ in the low-country is Peperomia Frascri. 
This is a very common weed, with a succulent stem and 
leaves, which dies down in the dry season. It is a native 
of Tropical America and could not he introduced with basic 
slag. It may grow better on soil manured with basic 
slag than elsewhere, but that point can only be decided by 
experiment. 

16. Scoparia Didcis, usually known as coriander 
weed, is common in low-country districts. This is a South 
American plant which was first noticed about Galle in 
1871. Trimen recorded in 1895 that it was a common 
weed by roadsides in the south of the Island. It appears 
to be extending its range upwards and is now fairly com- 
mon at Peradeniya. 

17. Cardamine SiAximhellata — “ Mustaid and 
Cress ” — which appears to Ire one of the chief “ new ” 
weeds, is a native of Ceylon. Thwaites stated that it grew 
above 4,000 ft. Trimen gave its distribution as “ Montane 
zone, in open places, rather common.” It seems to have 
spread widely during recent years. One Superintendent 
writes that he has been resident in Dimbula for over 30 
years but never saw this weed before 1907. 

18. Cardamine Sxihumhdlata and Ciiaphalinm Irzdi- 
cum (wild mignonette) are said to always follow an 
application of standard mixture on one estate. Trimen 
noted that the latter had recently become a common weed 
on estates in the hill district, having apparently been 
introduced about 1880. 

19. The sow thistle {Sonchua spp ) was stated by 
Thwaites to be a common weed in the Central Province 
before 1860. It appears to be extending its range in both 
directions. 

20. Though it does not come within the scope of 
this Report, it may be noted for general information that 
the bulbs of Oxedis may be destroyed by .spraying them 
with liquid fuel. One of the difficulties in dealing with 
Oxdlii is the disposal of the bulbs after they are dug out. 
If they are deposited in a pit, and sprayed with liquid fuel 
thhy die. This method cannot be used for killing growing 
Oxalia among tea, as the oil kills or injures all planta. In 


an experiment at Hakga’a in which a patch Otralis was 
sprayed with liquid fuel, all the plants then above ground 
were killed. The young bulbs in the soil were, however, 
not touched and are now producing new plants, so that a 
second application will be necessary. A strong castor 
plant on the same plot w as killed, but it remains to be seen 
whether a young tree growing in the same place is affected. 

T. PETCH, 

28th Septemlier, 1913. Botanist & Mycologist. 







THE BREEDING POWER OF PESTS. 


Interesting Figures. 

Mr. Bainbrigge FJetcher, the Imperial Entomologist, 
said that when be had •visited Mysore and Coorg it was 
be.ore the outbreak of this scale, and as far as he was able 
to see there was no scale there at the time. He had, 
however, since seen the scale on the Shevaroys and Ana- 
malais. On the Shevaroys he believed it has been in 
existence for the last ten years, but had apparently done 
little damage. On the Anamalais it was very bad on the 
northern slope. On the Nilgiris, he had not seen it to 
Aliy extent, but they all knew, and the planters knew 
better than he, how much damage it has done there He 
believed that in some parts it had gene so far as to wipe 
out the coffee completely, In Ceylon the scale was intro- 
duced about forty or fifty years ago when coffee was the 
staple industry. It was believed to have been brought in 
from ^ra^il. It was one of those pests which had been 
brought in from outside countrieB, and those pests did the 
greatest amount of damage, because they came in by them- 
selves without bringing their parasites and natural enemies 
with them, and thu.s were able to live and increase under 
abnormal conditions. The rate at which these insects were 
able to multiply was something one could hardly realise. 
Taking for an example an insect which laid 200 eggs and 
went through its stages in one month, which was a very 
average rate of increase and time. If on the Ist January 
such an insect laid 200 eggs, by the end of the year they 
would find that from that one insect over two trillions of 
in-sects had come into existence. They could not realise 
what an enormous quantity those figures represented, so he 
would try and give them an illustration. If 1,000 of these 
insects occupied a space of a cubic inch, two trillions would 
cover the whole land surface of the world to a depth of 
80 ft. Again, taking 1,000 to the cubic inch, put all 
together in one mass, two trillions would occupy a space 
of seven million cubic miles, or a cube which measured 200 
miles on each edge. Fortunately, no insect in this world 
multiplied at this rate, because it had to fight so many 
enemies in the course of its existence. In the case of an 
insect brought in new to the country, it escaped .to a large 
extent these enemies. For this reason it was that these 
introduced pests "were so important. Therefore, when a 
pest like the Green Bug was brought into the country, it 
found as much food as it required and could and did 
multiply at an enorroous rate without restraint. In the 
case of the Green Bug there were very few parasites thftt 
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preyed on it. There was a fungus which attacked it in the 
wetter time of the year, but they could not rely on fungus 
to keep this scale wholly in check, as during the dry season 
the fungus could not spread while the scale went on 
increasing and extracting moisture from the plants at a 
time of the year when moisture was most deficient in the 
soil. The Planters’ Chronicle. 


CEYLON AT THE CORONA CLUB DINNER. 

“Ceylon suffered this year a great loss in the retii-ement, 
from ill-health, of Sir Henry McCallum, who sits next to 
me this evening. (Applause.) Owing to the severity of 
his illness he waste use his own words to me — “smuggled 
away ” — a process which saved him some effort, but which 
deprived the Island he had so successfully governed of the 
opportunity of expressing to him and to Lady McCallum 
the affection and esteem which they have left in the hearts 
of those they so benignly ruled. (Applause.) ” 

“ To him succeeds— and this will be a piece of news to 
you — Sir Robert Chalmers — (applause)— the head of the 
Treasury and the British Civil Service, who lays down the 
prize of his profes.sion to take up responsibilities for which 
he is specially fitted. It has been my privilege to know 
Sir Robert Chalmers for over 20 years, and to know him 
is to realise his supreme capacity for administration. But 
it is only those who are admitted to the intimacy of his 
private life who know that he is also a fiui.sbed scholar of 
the Pali language, and a student of and contributor to the 
history and literature of the East. Sir Robert Chalmers 
will find there, as his Colonial Secretary, Mr. Stubbs, who 
is now adding further experience to an already wide 
knowledge of the problems with which he is called upon to 
deal, and none who knew him in the Colonial Office will 
doubt either his capacity or success.” 

“ I think I have shown you a good case for the advantages 
of the interchangeability of the Home and Colonial 
services. I believe that it is for the profit and progress of 
each, but it must be conducted upon the basis of Bismarck’s 
formula “Do ut des.” This system does not stop the 
stream of promotion — I should think it had if it did — but 
it varies, in iny opinion with great advantage, the avenues 
of endeavour and the goal of attainment.” 

[This extract from the speech made by the Rij;ht H<tn. 
Lewis Harcourt. M.P., at the fourteenth annual dinner of tlie 
Corona Club is of interest to us liere in Ceylon. The final 
paragraph is strikingly in accord with the sentiments expressed 
by Mr. Thos. North Christie in our last issue.— En.] 


AN ART GALLERY & LECTURE HALL FOR COLOMBO. 


We desire to make an appeal to the General public of 
Ceylon, at what we believe lobe an opportune roomeut, 
on behalf of the Societies which are trying to promote the 
advancement of art and learning in this Island. 

The aims of such bodies as the Ceylon Branch of the 
Royal Asiatic Society, the Ceylon Sixjiety of Arts and 
Ceylon Natural History Society cannot but commend 
themselves to everybody, and there can be no doubt that 
these Societies are rendering a considerable sei'vice to the 
community in their respective departmenls. It is a 
matter for regret, therefore, that these institutions have 
no suitable headquarters It is true that since its foun- 
dation the Colombo Museu n has very appropriately 
been regarded as the home of the various Societies, 


and in the case of the Royal Asiatic Society in particular 
thi« connexion has been a long and intimate one and 
has been productive of many mutual benefits. But 
experience has shown that it is neither convenient to the 
Museum authorities nor satisfactory to the Societies 
concerned that a small room, which in no way lends itself 
to the retjuii'ements of public meetings, should be periodi- 
cally emptied of its furniture for the purpose of Society 
gatherings. There is, then, a distinct need for a Lecture 
Hall, and it is to be hoped that sufiicient public interest 
may be stimulated to provide Colombo with a building 
suitable for the needs of learned Societies. 

Ill the second jilace there can be no doubt that a 
suitable room is urgently needed for the yearly exhibition 
held by the Ceylon Society of Arts. If such a room were 
provided, the Society would be able to arrange for loan 
exhibitions and gradually to form an art collection. It 
has often been pointed out that Colombo ought to have its 
permanent Art Gallery, jlhe modest scheme which we 
now suggest will not at once provide or equip an Art 
Gallery worthy of the capital of a prosperous and important 
community. But it will, if properly and wisely carried 
out, provide a building on a suitable site which may by 
public and private generosity, he developed into the Art 
Gallery which we uil feel to be an essential feature of 
the Colombo of the future. 

The scheme which we have in view is briefly os 
follows: — A building containing one room about 100 feet 
by 40 feet and two Binull ante rooms will be erected on a 
selected site. The large room will be illuminated by 
windows placed high up in the walls, thus providing ample 
wall space for re<|uiremcnts of Art Exhibitions. The 
foundations and walls will be made suliiciently strong to 
bear an upper storey if required in future, and the building 
will be designed so as to be capable of lateral expansion. 
It Is proposed to ask the public to contribute a sum of not 
le&s than Rs. 30,000 for ibis purpose, and, if the appeal is 
succe.s.sful, Government will be asked to give an appropriate 
site. From every point of view it is highly desirable 
that such a building should be in close proximity to the 
Museum 

It will bo seen that this scheme offers a solution to 
two serious difficulties by which the learned Iriocieties are 
confronted, and it is to be hoped that those who are 
interested in the objects for which these Societies have 
been founded will respond to the appeal for funds to build 
a combined Art Gallery and Lecture Hail in Colombo. 

A public meeting will be called at an early date when 
a concrete .scheme will be submitted. In the meantime 
the undersigned will be glad to receive cheques or 
promises of assistance. The names of donors of Rs. 1,000 
and over will be permanently inserted in some part of 
the building. 

J. HARWARD, 

FresideiUy Ceylon Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. 

E. A. COLOMBO, 

Presklenty The Ceylon Society of Arts. 

F. M. MACKWOOD, 

Fresidenty The Ceylon Matured History i^ociety. 

JOSEPH PEARSON, 

Directory Colombo Museum, 

15th August, 1913. 
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The Editor, 

The Planting Gazette, 
Kandy. 


Beanstone, 

Rangalla, 

13th September. 1913. 


Dear Sir, 

Mr. Jtntlierford Lee’s article in la&t nuniber on Caates” 
wae 80 Interesting and instnictive that I ani sure that many of 
your readers would welcome another, giving more Information 
about the lower Tamil f'astes of Siiddraa who come over to 
Ceylon. 

Yours faithfully, 

C. R. CLAY. 


[We hope Mr. Rutherford Lee will comply.— K d.] 


WEED SEED IN MANl'RES. 

The Editor, 

Planting Gazette. 


Sis, 


Mr. Fetch’s report on the above .subject is interesting: to 
Qie particularly so, in that when [ first approached yon I did 
not know that he was making the expenrnents, the results of 
which he has given us. 

These results seem convincing. Even the more sceptical 
among your readers must admit the honesty of tlie experiments ; 
and, manure being acquitted of the main charge against it, we 
must look elsewhere for the source of tlie weed seeds which 
germinate so freely after the application of manure. 

I am afraid that, dating from the last few years, the 
number of estates that can claim to have been regularly clean 
weeded is comparatively few. It is idle thert'fore to speculate 
on the vitality of dormant seed, so far as the bulk of the island 
is concerned; and it is wiser to take it for granted that the 
seed is already in the soil before manuring. It is probable, too, 
that vvind'borne seed is a most important element. 

The following fiostulates may be safely accepted. Let it 
be granted (1) that manure assists weed growth ; (2) that 
weeds dimiaish crop. It follows then, with school-boy logic, 
that manure diminishes crop. Which is absurd. 

Speaking seriously, it is a moot question how much of the 
manurial value of tbs mixtures we now apply is lost to the 
estate by an insufficient attention to climatic effects. I 
would like to lay it down as an axiom that manure applied at 
the commencement of the dry weather is less likely to en- 
courage weed growth than the mere tillage of the soil in wet 
weather. There is too much rule of thumb and too little 
thought in the modern methods. 

The niain causes of weeds nowadays are these : (I) a too 
ready believe on the part of the present day planter and his 
coolies that weeds must follow manuring (this way lies faint- 
heartedness} ; (2) an equally ready belief that manure should 
be applied just so many months after pruning, independent of 
all weather considerations. 


Yours, &c., 

FRED. S. EL80N. 


GOVERNMENT PLAN OF COOLIE LINES. 


Strathdau, 

Hatton, 17th September, 1913- 

To The Editor, 

Planting Gazette, 

Kandy. 

After careful examination of the Plan of the Coolie Lines 
in the laet Plantxng Gazette I have come to the conclusion that 
a more unanitable design for up-country Estates could not be 
devised. The following are the chief objections : — 

(1) The highly inflammable nature of the building — wooden 
floors, boani walls, and ceiling, are hardly suitable for the 
Tamil cooly, who has been accustomed to an open fire for 
centuries. Such a building would soon be burnt to the ground. 

(2) The draught through the cracks of the | in. floors, in 
cold wet districts would be unbearable and intensely unpopular 
with our labour . 

(3) There would be a lack of privacy in the rooms owing 
to cracks in the partition boards. 

(4) Rooms perched up on the top of 7 ft. pillars are surely 
unnecessary, and when you consiiler the large number of young 
children left unattended in inoBt lines in Ceylon, and the great 
probability of injury, and fatal injury, by falling down the 
steps, the absurdity of the plan becomes more apparent. 

(5) 22-gauge Corrugated Roofing iron is most unusual, 
and i think, a needless expense. 

It is passible that the whole design may have been copied 
from other countries wheie the climate is highly malarious, 
and where the buildings are occupied by races other than 
Tamils, and one would not expect housing accommodation such 
as this to be acceptable under totally different conditions, with 
a race of people who have been accustomed from time immemo- 
rial to a house with hut one floor, and an open fire. 

It in much to be regretted that such an absurd, unpractical 
plan was ever allowed to see the light of day, or find a place in 
our official organ. 

M. L. WILKINS. 


The Editor, 

The Planting Gazette. 


Wiltshire, 

Matale, 

22nd August, 1913. 


Dear Sir, 

In view of the serious fall in price of rubber and the 
consequent necessity to economise, I have collected a few notes 
on the subject of Hagi (Kurrakan), etc., as a substitute or partial 
.substitute for the present rice issue on estates. 

(1) Ragi or Kurrakan as a staple diet, it is said to be more 
largely in use generally in South India than rice. 

(2) It is said to be preferred as a staple diet to rice, not 
only on account of its cheapness, but on account of its greater 
nonrisbing properties. 

(3) My pcrBonal knowledge is to the effect that in the 
Ramnad district cultivators grow paddy, but sell all their croi^ 
in exchange for Ragi, “ Varagu,” Tennai,” the Italian 
millet, etc., which grains form their staple diet. “ Varagu” is a 
grain very similar to Kurrakan (Ragi), but larger and is appar- 
ently preferred to Ragi when it can be obtained. 

** Tennai ” is the Tanna Hal of the Sinhalese, and is well 
known in the colony. 

(4) The price of Rsgi in South India has been quoted by a 
friend at 2'15 per bushel. 

In Kurunegala at Rs. 1*90 or rather less. In^ Matale Ragi 
(Kurrakan) can be bought in the boutique retail at 06 cts. per 
measure, which would work out at Rs. 1*68 per bushel. The 
wholesale price would therefore be considerably less. 

(5) It is manifest that Ragi could be produced in very 
large quantities at the rate of about Rs. 1*50 per bushel or even 
less. 

There is almost an unlimited area of waste lands in the 
colony suitable for the product should a demand for it arise. 
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( 6 ) One of the Ceylon Assistent Labour Commissioners has 
recently expressed his opinion to the effect that recruiting for 
Ceylon would be very favourably affected were it known on 
the coast that Ragi would be issued in liea of the rice ration. 

(7) Many estates at the present time are issuing rice at 
Rs. 4*40 per bushel. Some at Rs. 4'00. The loss being in Matale 
from Be. 1*00 to Rs. 1*40 per bushel and relatively heavier in 
more remote districts. 

In view of the fact that the normal diet of the South Indian 
Labourer is Kagi or other grains which cost about Rs. 2 00 per 
bushel, and that he prefers this diet to the less nourishing but 
much more expensive rice which we insist on issuing to him, 
the heavy loss which most properties are sustaining is a gratui- 
tous and unnecessary one. 

At present the whole of this expensive food supply has to 
be imported, and the high cost is maintained artincially by 
the producers. The colony could probably produce all ita 
requirementa in the way of Ragl, Millet, etc., and thereby save 
luillions of rupees per annum which would go into circulation 
locally instead of into the neighbouring continent or elsewhere. 

Yours faithfully, 

E. GORDON REEVES. 


24. Rood Lane, 

London. E.C., 12th August, 1913, 


The Chairman, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy. 

Dear Sir, 

1 mast begin by congratulating you on the Planting 
OazetUy which has, 1 hope, a long period of usetulneaa before it. 
I re' d it with all the greater interest because ^ou refer to the 
printed proceedings of the Planters’ Association in 1877, page 
30, you will find that I was with you in idea. My ideal perished 
for lack of that public interest which now seem to be fully 
aroused. 

My object iu writing to you is to ask if you could kindly 
draw attention in the Gazette to the advantages which members 
of your Association when at home can derive from the Ceylon 
Association in London. I think ic is sometimes lost sight of that 
members of the P. A. while at home become members of the 
Ceylon Association in London, that no subscriptions are required 
of them that have all the privileges of the Association, and have 
at their disposal in a most convenient place in the city, a room 
where they can receive and write their letters, make appoint- 
ments, meet their friends, and have access to the London and 
Ceylon newspapers, and >■]! the latest market reports. 

Shortly after the dinner at which we recently entertained 
Sir Robert Chalmers, a Ceylon man rat er indignantly accosted 
me and s dd, “ Why did I not hear of this dinner ? ” and I know 
“ others who would have come if they had known of it.” The 
answer was that if his name and address had been left at 
the Ceylon Association, he w’ould have certainly have heard of 
it, 1 quite appreciate the disinclination of anyone home from 
Cey'un for a holiday to spend mure time tlian he can help in the 
city of London, but registering his name and admire s need 
not even entail a visit and will ensure his getting due notice 
of any business or social functions. 


1 am, Dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

J. LOUDON SHAND. 


NOTICE. 


Advertising for Bolters. 

The Coast Agency Committee discussed »t its last 
Meeting the expediency of advertising in the Newspapers 
offering rewards for coolies who have absconded or bolted. 


It was decided that this practice is inadvisable and 
the Secretary was dii-ected to publish this decision in the 
Planiinq Gazdtt. 

JOHN STILL, 

Secretary, 

Planters’ Assuciatiun of Ceylon. 


NOTICE. 

Tickets on the Railway. 

I am requested by the Ceylon Labour CommisRioner 
to bring to the notice of the Planters the fact that through 
Tickets (inclusive of steamer fare) can be booked from any 
Railway Station in Ceylon to any Station of the South 
Indian Railway. It is not necessary therefore to make 
large advances in Ceylon to coolies or kangaiiies proceeding 
to India to recruit. 

JOHN STILL, 

Secretary, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon. 


NOTICE. 


A. Forms. 

The following resolution was passed at the meeting 
of the Coast .Agency Committee held on the 112th Septem- 
W, 1913. 

JOHN STILL, 

Secretary, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon. 

(^Resolution referred to.) 

“That subscritxjrs should be informed that clause (a) 
on the back of the A. Porm should be deleted, as, in the 
opinion of our legal adviser, this might be taken to grant 
leave for or a period exceeding the one naonth for which a 
coolie’s contract wiih hi,s employer exists. Thi.s is to be 
notified in the Fluntiny Gazette and to all District Planters’ 
Associations. The Ceylon Labour Commissioner is to be 
instructed to omit this clause in future editions of the A. 
Form.” 


NOTICE. 

Bangalore Agency. 

In view of the difficulties placed in the way of 
emigration at Bangalore, the Cominissioiier has advised 
the closing of the Agency there, and the opening of 
another at Kuppam. 

Unless strong reasons are given to the contrary, the 
above plans will be carried out as from Ist December next. 

JOHN STILL, 

Secretary, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon. 
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[Extract fruni the “ Ceylon Government Gnzette” No. 6,577 of Angnet 22, 1913.] 


No 2 45S S. 0 —On Friday, October 17, 1913, at 12 noon, the Land Settlement Officer will put up for sole or settlement, 
at the Knrnnegala Kachcheri, the under mentioned portions of Crown land, on the terms authorized by Government. Ten allot- 
ments of hand .situated in the Tittaweligandahe korale of the Hinyala hatpattu division of the Knrnnegala District of the 

North-Western Province. „ r,- - 

Preliminary plan 1,943. Gimgama. 

bxtent 


Lot. Name of Land. 

9863 Ginigamamakalana 


9863^ 
R 899 

Do 

Ginigamakele 

S 899 

Do 

T 899 

Do 

U 899 

Do 

L 899 

Kudakiulakele 

L 899i 

Do 

N 899 

Do 

M 893 

Do 


Name of Claimant. 

Crown ... 
do ... 

.. do ... 

do ... 
do ... 
do ... 

Preliminary plan 1,943.— K 

... (.'fown ... 
do ... 
do ... 
do 


Description. 

... Forest 
do 

... Chena 
do 
do 
do 

Kiula. 

... Forest 
... CheuH 
.. do 
do 


A. II. P. 
41 2 0 

0 1 ?9 
58 3 17 
13 0 

0 3 31 
0 3 39 


59 3 29 

0 2 33 
2 1 2 ? 

1 0 27 


Upset price at Ks. 50 pec .acre. Farther information regarding these lands can 
Officer, and plans of them from the .Surveycr-Oeneral. 

Colonial Secretary’s flffice, 

Colombo, August 20, 1913. 


be obtained from the Land Settlement 

L. W. P.OOTH, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 


INTERNATIONAL RUBBER CONGRESS AND 
EXHIBITION. 


ro BE HELD AT BATAVIA (JAVA). 
SEPTEMBER. 1914 


All iiiteniatioiial Rubber Congress and Lxhiliition 
will lie held at Batavia (.lava) in 1914, the importance of 
which is not under-estiiuated in I'iew of the fact tliat 
260,000 acres are planted with rubber in the Netherlands 
East Indies and that 2,249 tons of rubher were exported 
from the Indies in 1911. It is therefore obvious that the 
Dutch eastern possessions occupy an important position on 
the list of rubber-producing countries of the tropical East, 

The excellent collection of exhibits from the Nether- 
lands East Indies at the International Kubber Exhibilioms 
held in London in 1906 and 1911 are sufficient guarantee 
that no pains will be spared to make the Batavia Congress 
and Exhibition a success. 

The Congress and Exhibition will be held under the 
auspicies of the Netherlands East Indian Goveinmenl. 
H. R. H. The Prince Consort of the Netherlands has 
honored the undertaking with, the Patronage, and the 
valuable support of His Excellency the Governor-General 
and of His Honor the Director of Agriculture, Commerce 
and Indastry is assured. The international importance of 
the Congress and Exhibition needs but little explanation. 
The amount of foreign capital invested in rubber-esiates 
ill the Netherlands East Indies amounts to £18,500,000, 
of which £14,922,490 British, £138,000 German, £800,000 
American, and £2,500,000 Belgian. 

Tlie CongiesH will be of incalculable importance to alt 
onceriied with ruiiber-growing in the tropical East, as the 
views of well-kllO\^’n authoiities on vital questions ‘will 
most certainly throw light on many matters of consequence. 
Both Congre-s.s and Exhibition will be unique inasmuch as, 
being held in a rubber-producing country, rubber-yielding 


.species will be planted in the Exhibition ground.s, and 
rubixfr-estates in the vicinity of Batavia and eJsew’here in 
the Indies can be visited. 

BatAvia, the capital of Java, is most favourably situ- 
ated for the Congiess and Exhibition. It is connected by 
regular steamship lines with Europe and all the important 
ports of the Straits Settlements, the Federated Ma’ay 
States, India, Ceylon and other parts of the East. 

The Municipality of Batavia has, in view- of the great 
importance of the Exbibiium, granted the loan of a lai ge 
plot of land in the centre of the upper town, Welte- 
vi-eden, within a few minutes’ distance from the hotels, 
railway-stations and tram.^s. 

A very active interest is being taken in the under- 
taking by His Honor the Director of Agriculture, Com- 
merce and Industry, the agricultural associations in the 
Netherlands Indies and all important commercial houses 
which have rubber intere.sls. This decidedly augurs well 
for its success. The object of the CONGRESS, .which will 
be held from the 7th to the 12th September, 1914, is the 
study of the scientific, economical, technical and com- 
mercial questions, which concern the rubber cultuie and 
industry Well-know'ii authorities will be invited to con- 
tribute dissertations and the subjects which are best suited 
for the purpose will, after they have been reported upon, 
1)6 brought into debate during the Congress. At the con- 
clusion of the Congress the dissertations, the reports there- 
on and tile reports of the debates will be printed. 

A Congr^s^ Committee is charged with the prelimi- 
nary arrangements in connection with the Congress, which 
will be dividedinto 8 sections, viz. : — 

1. Botany and Zodlogy. 

3. Climate and Soil. 

3. Culture and Crop. 

4. Preparation, etc. 

5. Working policy, etc. 

6. Synthetic Rubber. 

7. Commerce, and 

8. Publications. 
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The Secretary of the Cominittee, Dr. 0. J. J. Van 
Hall, Buitenzorg (Java), will willingly supply any infor- 
mation desired concerning the Congress, a definite pro- 
gramme of which will shortly be issued. 

The object of the EXHIBITION, which will be held 
from September 8th to October 10th, 1914, is to show how 
the culture and preparation of rubber is conducted in the 
principal producing countries, so as to obtain an idea how 
this is done in various parts of the globe. The necessary 
attention will also be devoted to wild rubber species. 

A separate Committee to the Congi-ess Committee is 
charged with the preliminary arrangements in connection 
with the Exhibition, all correspondence concerning which 
should be addressed to the Secretary -General, 

111 order that those interested may become aequainteil 
with manufactured rubber-goods, an exhibition of these 
will also be held. The manufactured goods exhibited may 
be offered for sale. 

PitizEs AND Diplomas. A list of which will be pub' 
lished later, will be offered. Governments, corporations, 
associations and pilvate persons or firms will be permitted 
to offer special prizes for exhibits or, after consultation \i ilh 
the Committee, form .special competitions in connection 
with the culture and prepaiatioii of rubber and to lay 
down, if desired, special conditions regarding such coin- 
petitions. 

The Jury will be international. 

Applications for Spaces should he made to the 
Secretary-General before November 1st, 1913. The appli- 
cation should mention the number of square metre.s Hoor 
area or wall area required. 

Space will be allotted by the Committee. 

Exhibitors will be permitted to erect their own build- 
ings for the exposition of exhibits. The plans and designs 
of such buildings will however have to be approved of by 
the Committee. 

No charge will be made for exhibits which will not 
occupy more than 5 square metres, excepting for tools and 
machinery, for which the tariff is 10 guilders per square 
metre wall area and 25 guilders per square metre floor 
area. For exhibits likely to occupy more than 5 square 
metres wall area or Hoor area there is a special tariff, 
which will be sent post free on application. 

AfiREF.ME\Ta will be made with the railway 
companies and steamship lines for cheap freighCrates, 
particulars of which can be obtained on application from 
the Secretary-Genei’al. Costs of transport are for account 
of the exhibitors. The Committee will attend, on request, 
to the receipt, transport to the Exhibition grounds and 
unpacking of exhibits, but will not accept any responsi- 
bility for damage which the goods may suffer during tians 
port. 

The Committee will also attend to the protection of 
the exhibits during the days the Exhibition is open and 
will insure them free of charge against fire and burglary' 
for the value declared by the exhibitors. The Government 
of the Netherlands Indies will exempt exhibits from the 
payment of customs duties. 

All machinery for which motive power is required 
should be at the Exhibition grounds on or before July' 10th, 
1914. The Committee will take the necessary measures 
so that the erection of the machinery can he commenced 
on that date. The building material required will be on 
the spot, providing it is applied for before March 2Jst, 
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1914. Ail other exhibits must be on the spot on or before 
August 1st, 1914. Live plants and perishable goods can 
he received until September 1st, 1914. 

Exhibitors are advised to sttend personally to the 
arrangement of their exhibits within the space allotted 
to them. In the event of their not being able to do this, 
the Committee will attend to it free of charge. For the 
erection of machinery the seinices of an expert will be 
available, if required, for account however and at the res- 
ponsibility of the exhibitors, who will be called upon to 
pay the cost of the building material used for the 
foundation. 

Patron ; 

His lioyal Highnes.s. the Prince of the Netherlands, 
Duke of Meckleidmrg. 

Honorary Piik.sidrnts : 

-His Excellency the Minister for Foieign Affairs. 

His Excellency the Miuisti’r for the Colonies. 

His Exeellency the Governor-General of the Netherlands 
Indies, 

Government-Commissioner : 

H. J. Ijovink, Director of Agriculture, Commerce and 
Industry. 

Addresses 

For correspondence concerning the Congress : 

Dr. C. J. J. Van Hall, Secretary of the Congres.s- 
Coinmittee, Buiteuzorg (Java). 

For correspondence on Financial Matters ; 

A. F. Marmelstein, Esq., Chairman of the Financial 
Committee, Batavia (Java.) 

For correspondence on all Other Sub.iects ; 

The Secretary -General of the Tnternationsl Rubber 
Congress and Exhibition, Batavia, 1914, Weltevreden 
(Java.) 


REQUEST FOR SPACE. 


The undersigned 

residing at 

being desirous of participating in the above mentioned 

Exhibition, hereby wishes to engage an area of 

square metres V'? for his exhibit consisting of : 

* floor area 

and for which H. P. is required. 

(Signature) 

To the Secretary, 

oi the International Rubber Exhibition 

at 

Batavia. 

(To be sent in not later than November 1st, 1913.) 
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The Fourth International competition; 


RUBBER 

and Allied Industries 

EXHIBITION 

COMPETITIONS. 

London : 24th June to 9th July. 1914. 

AtldreSd a 1 commnnications to ; — 

Mias K FULTON, A. STAINES MANDERS, 

Sporetary. Manager. 

75, Cliancerj' Lane, Loiiiluii, W.C. 

THE PRESIDENT’S TROPHY. 

Presented by 

Sir Hekry A. Blake, gx.mg. 

Open to all countries. 

The President has kindly intlinated that he will 
present a Trophy for the exhibit proving of greatest interest 
in connection, with the production, preparation, or use of 
Rubber in any form. 

DETAILS. 

The Award, to be made by competent Judges, may be 
given aa follows : — 

1. — To the Manufacturer showing the greatest variety 

of articles made from Rubber, or it may be 
for one article only. 

2. — Or it may go to a Manufacturer of Machinery, or 

for some labour-saving device that would 
benefit Manufacturers or Planters. 

3- — Or for .some simple invention of great value to all 
connected with the Rubber Industry. 

4. — Or to the Exhibitor of some article which demons- 
trates how largely Rubber may be used for 
general and commercial use in a w ay hitherto 
unknown. 

The Aw'ardwill be called “The President’s Trophy.” 
There will be no entrance fee, and no entry will be required 
as the Judges will visit the various Exhibits in the building 
and make their award from them. 

The Judges will inspect and test all Exhibits they may 
think worthy, and make their award according to their 
own judgment, no matter from what country the Exhibit 
may come. 

Therefore a Manufacturer, Chemist, Planter, Inventor, 
Maker of Machinery, etc., has equal prospects of carrying 
ofiF the Tr<^hy. 


DlAyOND JUBILEE TROPHY. 

Will be aw’arded for the best and second best samples of 
Commercial Rubber, 
to commemorate 

The Diamond Jubilee op the Planters' Association 
OF Ceylon. 

Open, to Planters who are Members of the Planters' Association 
of Ceylon. 

An engraved Certificate will also be presented to the successful 
Competitors. 

RtUes of the Competition 

1. — The best sample of plantation rubber, any description ; 

weight of each sampie to be not less than an ordinary 
case. Competitors may make one, two, or thr«e entries, 
but a separate entry, with description of the Rubber 
being exhibited, must be made for each case. 

2. — Only bona fide Pianters of the above are eligible to compete. 

Samples of Rubber exhibited in connection with this 
Competition must have been produced upon the property 
of, and prepared for the market by, the exhibiting Com- 
pany, Firm, or Individual. Competing exhibits will be 
brought together in one collection, to be known as the 
Diamond Jubilee Competition. There will he ne En- 
trance Fee, and no Competitor may send more than three 
samples. 

3. — Free space, stands for displaying samples, unpacking, etc., 

will be undertaken by the Manager without any cost to 
the competitor, and while every possible care will be 
taken of the exhibits, he will not accept any responsibi* 
lity for loss or damage from any cause. In ail cases the 
Rubber must bedelivered free to the Exhibition Building, 
and at the close must be removed within three days by 
the Exhibitor or his representative, 

4. — The Rubber will be given a manufacturer’s vulcanisation' 

test, and by entering, each competitor agrees that at least 
seven pounds may Iwe cut from each sample for the pur- 
pose of handing samples to the judges - (a) manufacturers 
and (5) cliemisls. {Colour test will not be taken into 
consideration.) It must be expressly understood by 
entrants that the decision of the Judges is final and with- 
out appeal, but should it subsequently be found that the 
winner has contravened any of these Rules, the award 
will be annulled in favour of the owner of the next best 
sample. 

5. — Exliibits must reach the Exhibition Building by the 16th 

June, 1915, but if more convenient to competitors, they 
may be forwarded so that they arrive any time after the 
5th June, end there will be no objection to Rubber for 
competition being branded, as all brands will be removed 
from 8ainple.s sent to the Judges, and a number different 
from that appearing in the Catalogue, will be attached. 

6-— Entries must be made to the Awards Committee, Interna- 
tional Rubber and Allied Industries Exhibition, Limited, 
at the Registere i Office, 76, Chancery Lane, London, W. C. , 
by Friday night, Ist May, 1914, but letters bearing post- 
mark of let May will be accepted and entered as if 
they had been delivered by that date. All entries should 
be sent by registered post. 

7. -- The trophies will become the alxiolate property of the 

successful exhibitors. 

8. — Each exhibit will be made known by a number only; a 

corresponding number will appear in the Catalogue, and 
full name and address of competitor. 

9-— The Exhibition opens on the 24th June and closes on the 
9th July, 1914. 

Entries should be made on foolscap paper in the follow- 
ing form arvd be very legiUy torUten : — 

I/We wish to enter the Competition for the Diamond 
Jubilee Trophy, for the best sample of Plantation Rubber, 

and hereby agree to conform to the Rules of the Competi- 
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tion, -whioh I/We have read. The exhibit weighs lbs. 

and has been prepared upon the Plantation from Latex 
taken from trees grown on 

( state variety) ( state plantation ) 

solely by me/us (t.e , those employed on this Plantation.) 

( and country ) 

Signed 

Full Address 


NOTE. —Entries dose on Friday Night, 1st May, 1914 
(Se« Rute 6.) 

A. STAINES MANDRRS, 

Organizing Manager, 

International Rubber and Allied Trades Exhibition, 
75, Chancery Eane (Holliorn), London W.C., 

No Competitor may make more than three entries. 
The above Entry Form must be signed for each sam- 
ple ; if three samples are submitted, they must be marked 
Sample 1, Sample 2, Sample 3. 

NOTE. - The Exhibition oj>*’ns at tfie Royal Agficultural Hall, 
on the S4th June, and closes on the 9lh July, 1914- 


THE COMMITTEE OF THE 

RUBBER GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION 

(INCORPORATSD), 

HAVE DECIDED TO OFFER THE FOLLOWING 

TROPHIES 

FOB COMPETITION AT THE 

International Rubber Exliibition, 

To be held in London irom 24th June to 9th July. 1914. 
Competition 1.— The Rubber Growers' Association 

Medals for the best commercial samples of Plantation 
Kubber exhibited in the following cla 3 se.s : — 

Class 1 . — Ceepe. 

Class 2. — Smoked Sheet. 

Class 3. — Assorted Invoice, Emdracinq No. 1 
Kubber and Scrap Grades. 

Note. — Samples entered for competition to be wharf- 
drawn in each case, of not less than 10 lbs. weight, repre- 
sentative of a break or invoice of not less than 50 cases of 
rubber, and such samples must be certified by the Whar- 
fingers as having been drawn within three months of the 
opening of the Exhibition. The Awards to be given on the 
judgment of the Standard Qualities Committee of the 
Rubber Trade Association of London. 

CONDIIIONS. 

1.— The competition is open without entrauce fee to anyone 
engaged in any part of the world in the growth of rubber upon 
plantations, and entries may be made either by the owners of 
any such plantation, whether Individuals of companies, or by 
the exeentive superintendent or manager. 


2. Competitors may send in entries for each class, but 
must forward a sepurste copy of entry for each exhibit and 
companies owning several estates may send entries from 
eACh eatAte. 

Thejuflges are to have the right to cut or otherwise 
exhibit sent for competition ; 
exhibits will be r«: urned to the owners or their reprc^sentatives 
at the oloae of the exhibition. 

Entries roust lie made to — 

The Awards Committee, 

O/o A. Staines Mandei's, 

Exhibition Offices, • 

75, Chancery Lane (Holboin), 

London, W. C. 

by Friday night, the May, 1914, hut letters bearing 
the post-mark of the 1st May, will be accepted and entered 
as if they had l)een delivered by that date. All entries 
should lie sent by registered post. 

Competition 2.— A Gold Medal 

for the best exhibit connected with PLANTATION 
RUBBER grown in the Middle East, to he awarded by 
Judges to be appointed by the Rubber Growers’ Associa- 
tion, London. 

No entry will be necessary for this Competition 
the Judges will make their award from rubber exhibited 
by countries of the Middle East. 

Competition 3.— A Prize of £50 and a Gold Medal 

for what is adjudged to be tbe roost valuable improvement 
connected with the collection or preparation of plantation 
rubber (open only to managers or Assistants on Estates), 
such improvement to have been introduced between the 
1st July, 1913, andSlsl March, 1914, at which latter date 
all entries must have been lodged with 

The Secretary op the Rubber Growers’ Association, 
C/o The Ix»ndon Chamber of Commerce, 

1, Oxford Court., Cannon Street, 
London, E.C. 

CONDITIONS. 

All models, diagrams and general particulars must accom- 
pany each entry, and all descriptions must be legibly written 
or typed on one side of the paper only. 

After judging has been completed the exhibits will be 
displayed in the Competition Section of the exhibition free of 
expense to the Competitors. 

Competition 4.— Manulacturers’ Section. 

Gold. Silver and Bronze Medals 

to be given for the three best exhibits of rubl>er flooring 
in tile or sheet form ; open to Manufacturera of any 
country. 

Competition 5.— A Gold Medal 

to be given for the exhibit composed of the greatest variety 
of article.^ made from rubber for commercial purposes ; 
open to Manufacturers of any country. 

The Exhibition will provide, for Exhibitors in the 
Manufacturers’ Section, a separate space should they wish 
to enter for the above competition ; floor space will be 
supplied for the special display of flooring; or the award 
may be made from the general exhibit. 

Exhibitors who decide to compete must make an 
entry in the usual way. 
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Entries will close for Competitions 4 and 5 on the Ist 
June, 1914, with 

The Awards CoM^iriEE, 

C/o A. Staines Manders, 

Exhibition Offices, 

75, Chancery Lane (Holborn), 

Ijondon, W.C. 


Competition , 6.— A Prize of £S0 and a Gold Medal 

for the discovery and application of such new use for 
plantation rubber as may be adjudged the most valuable ; 
special consideration being given Co the weight of the 
ruljl>er which such application is likely to consume. 

CONDITIONS. 

ICntriHN will clos ■ on the lat June, 1914, with 
The Skcrktary of the IIubbeu Growers’ Association, 
C'/O The bonilon Chamber (*f Coimuerce, 

1, Oxford Court, Cannon Street, 

London, K.C. 

Full descriptions of the sugge.stion8, necessary explanatory 
notes and saniples, diagr.Miis and designs may, at the option of 
Llie Competitor accompany the description, or descriptive essays, 
wliich must be clearly and legibly written or typed on one side 
of the pai>er only. 

The Judges will be appointed by Rubber Growers’ Associa- 
tion, London, and the winning essay will !»e read, and 
description of the suggestions shown, at the Intern itional 
Rubber Conference, and will be puldished in the oflicial reports 
of the proceedings of the Exhibition. 


The Judges’ decision sh:ill be Hiial, an<l no appeal will be 
recognised. Entrie.s in each and every Competition are only 
accepted on this distinct understanding. 

All exhibits (if rubber must be delivered lo Mr. A. Staines 
Manders, or his authjvised Representative in the Competition 
Section of the Exhibition, Royal .\griculturHl Hall, London, N., 
no:, later than IStli June, 1914. 

The outside of the case must be clearly marked with the 
name of Competition and Exliibitor. and Class. 

While.the Directors of ihe Exhibition will take every care 
to protect the exhibits, they will not be resjionsible for lo.ss or 
damage from any cause. 

Entries may be raa.de in writing in the following 
form : — 

T/We desire to enter the Rubber Growers’ Associa- 
tion Competition. 

Class/e.s No 

{Fill in numbers') 

and agree to abide by the published conditions. 

Name of Company, Firm ov Individual 


Signature 

Full address 


Date 

Note. — F or crude rubber entries the name of the 
Estate must be stated. 


The 1914 Rubber Exhibition 

(LONDON.) 


THE “ RUBBER WORLD ” TROPHIES. 


A SILVER CUP, VALUE £20 

suitably inscribed with the Winner’s name, will oe awarded by 
the RUBBER WORLD for the Kssay judged to be the 
moat practical, useful, and comprehensive on the subject : 

WHAT IS AN IDEAL RUBBER ESTATE? 

The Idea of the Competition is not Literary, hot Practical. 

The Competition is open to all Planters, Estate Managers 
and tiieir assistant.^, in all countries. 

Each Essay should indicate the writer’s view ol the best 
method of planting and developing an Estate ; of tapping and 
coagulating, and preparing the rubber for market; the best 
Sort of machinery and general equipment for the factory; the 
best general accommodation for workers on an Estate, an 1 the 
best method of managing labour. 

A SECOND TROPHY. 


A SILVER SALVER, also suitably inscribed. will be given 
for the second )>e3t Essay, 

Mr. Noei, Tkottkr (President of the Rubber Growers’ 
Association), Mr. Cyril Raxendai.e, Mr. C. Malcolm 
C uMMiNO, Mr. William Forsythe, and Mr. Joseph Fraser 
have kindly agreed to f(jrm tiie Committee of Judges. 

Conditions. 

(1) The Competitor must be a planter or an assistant, 
or have been connected in a planting capacity with an Estate. 

(2) Essay.* should not he less tliaii 1,500, nor more than 
?,000 words in lenglli, and must be legibly written on one side 
of the pajier only. 

(3) huach Es-say must bear a distinctive yio/n-de-plume 
ami the name of the writer, togetlier with the n'>n-ile‘plume, 
must ucco upany the manuscript on a separate slip. 

(4) The winning Essays will be the property of the 
Rubber World, wliich will have the right to publish either 
or both. 

(5) The Rubber World reserves the right to publish 
any of the Essays which may be spfccially commended. 

(6) Ks-says must reach tlie office of the Rubber World, 
10 King -Stveet, Covent Garden, London, W.C., not later than 
M«y 1, 19i4. 

The winning Essay will be read at the Conference, to be 
held during the International Rubber Exhibition. 


“INDIA-RUBBER JOURNAL” ESTATE PHOTO- 
GRAPH COMPETITION. 


Cash Twenty Five Pounds. 

The piopiielors of the India-Kubber Journal have 
pleasure in offering a prize of twenty-five pounds sterling 
for the best collection of photographs illustrating all depart- 
ments of rubber estate work, from seed collection to 
shipping of rubber. The Exhibition Management will 
present an engraved certificate, which will be an endorse- 
ment of the aw ard. 

Rules. 

1. Not more than twenty photographs to be sub- 
mitted by each competitor. 

2. The photographs may be sent mounted or un- 
mounted, and he of any size, and taken in any country. 
The exhibitor must number each illastration, and send in 
a written statement describing each photograph according 
to number. 
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3. The proprietors of the India-Ruebbh Joukx.vi, 
have the right of reproducing the winning set and any 
others should they desire to do so. 

4. The decision of the judges appointed by the 
Rubber Exhibition Competition Committee to be final and 
without appeal, and if they think fit, the amount may be 
divided into two or more prizes if photographs aie in their 
opinion of equal merit, 

5. The donors accept no responsibility for lost ex- 
hibits or their return, but will endeavour to return to each 
competitor the illustrations sent if same are properly 
Bddre.ssed by the competitor. 

6. Entries must be sent to the Exhibition Award.s 
Committee, o/o Mr. A. Staines Manders, Exhibition Ofiice.s, 
75, Chancery Lane, London, E.C., by Tuesday, 12th May, 
1914. On receipt, each set of photographs will be lettered, 
and will be exhibited at the Exhibition under such letters. 
The name and address of the competitor must be written 
on a separate card or sheet of papej', and enclosed with the 
photographs, which should not bear any distinguishing 
mark. 



LAST FRIDAY’S COMMITTEE 
MEETING. 


VotUNTEEKING FiXANCES. 

[mporlant Resolutions Relating to Pests. 

THE LABOUR FEDERATION. 

Minutes of proceedings of a meeting of the Committee 
of the Planters’ Association of Ceylon held at?Fthe 
Victoria Commemoration Buildings, Kandy, on Friday, 
the 12th September, 1913, at 11-30 a.m. 

Present .-—Mr. F. H. Layard (Chairman, P. A. of 
Ceylon), the Hon. Mr, William Sinclair, Measrs. H. G, 
Ecoles (Chairman, Dikoya P. A), R. Huyshe Eliot 
(Dikoya P. A.), N. J. Wilson Blackett (Chairman, 
Ramboda P. A.), H M. Picken (Pussellawa P. A.), C. 
W. Newton (Rsraboda P. A. j, J. Lochore (Colombo', B. 
H. Villiers (Hon. Secretary, Kelani Valley F. A.) Geo 
Kent Deaker (Passara P. A.), Neil G. Campbell (Nuwara 
Eliya Districts P. A ), S. P. Blackmore (Ambeganiuwa 
P. A.), T. G. Elliott (Chairman, ISadulla P. A.), W. G. 
B. DicLson (Badulla P. A.) J. S. Patterson (Kandy), 
William Gibsoi (Haputale P. A.), C. B. Prettejohn 
(lion. Secretary, Maskeliya P. A.), H. L. Egan (visitor), 
Martin M. Smith (Kandy), Wallace R, Westland (Kandy), 
H. S. Csuneron (Hon. Secretary, Matale P. A.), H, U. 
Garrick (Matale P. A.), J. G. Napier (K. K. & Panwila 
P.‘A.), M. L. Wilkins (Chairman, Ambegamuwa P . A.) 
T. Y. Wright (Chairman, K. K. k Panwila P. A.), H. 
Hopwood (Hon. Secretary, K. K. & Panwila P. A,), A. 
Lee Simpson (Kandy Districts P. A.), F. E. Henderson, 
(Hon, Secretary, Kandy Districts P, A.), . H. Murray 

(Pussellawa P. A.), C. C. Du Pre Moore (Chairman, 
Kandy Districts P. A.), J. Henry Marcel (Ramboda 
P.’ A.) H D. Bartlett (visitor), A. J. Austin Dickson 
(Chairman, Kotmalie P, A.), P. R. Shand (Kandy), 


Campbell Dudley (Hewaheta P. A.), J. W. Hyde 
(Chairman, Haputale P. A.), Count de Manny (visitor), 
Messrs. Henry A. Beachcroft (Kandy), D. J. Blyth 
(Pussellawa P. A.), Hodgson Bell (Matale P. A.), Tom 
Hyatt (Chairman, Kelani Valley P. A.), A. M. Car, 
michael (Kelani Valley P. A.), M H. Reeves (Chairman. 
Dolosliagie and Yakdessa P. A.), E. G. Box (Hon- 
Scci’etary, Dolosbagie and Yakdessa P. A,), A. J. 
Stephens (Dolosbagie and Yakdessa P. A.), H. Gordon 
Grifiin (Hon. Secretary, Dikoya P. A.), L. C. Jtaudslay 
(Dikoya P. A.), Huntley Wilkinson (Hon. Secretary, 
Dimbula P. A.), A. Hamilton Harding (Chairman, 
Dimbula P. A.), J. Hall Brown (Chairman, Rangalla 
P. A.), W^yndham F. Baker (Chairman, Urugalla P. A.), 
P. P. C. Walker (Hon. Secretai'y, Pu.ssellawa P, A.). Thos. 
Smith (Dolo.sbagie and Yakdessa P, A.), J. Anderson 
(Matale P. A.), F. M. Mackwood (Colombo), C. B. Clay 
(Rangala P. A.), G. H. Golledge (Chairman, Kalulara 
P. A.), Churton H. Walker (visitor), W. H. Biddulph 
(Chairman, Udapussellawa P. A.), H. G. Cootnlie 
(Haputale P. A.), Herbert Inglis (Kalutara P. A.), Edgar 
Turner (Colombo), G. C. Bliss (Kandy), Hew Kennedy 
(Chairman, Maskeliya P. A.), Gordon Pyper (Kandy), C. 
D. Hunt (visitor), M. V. Clapham (visitor) and .John 
Still (Secretary, P. A. of Ceylon). — 62 rnemliers and 
6 visitors. 

The notice calling the meeting was read. 

The minutes of prexteedings of a meeting of the 
Committee of the Plantens’ A.ssociation of Ceylon, held 
at Kandy on Friday, the 11th July, 1913, were submitted 
for confirmation. Resolved; — “That they be and they 
hereby are confirmed.” 

Members of Committee. 

Read letters and telegrams regretting inability to Ite 
present at meeting frtim Mes.srs. W. Coombe, P. G. Wood, 
G. H. Masefield, L. Jloir, A. Glennie, J. B. .Sidgwick, A. 
C. Wilson and Rtalney Mylius. 

District Associations. 

Mr. A. M. Carmichaki. spoke regarding the delay 
in building the Kitulgala Hospital. It was the opinion 
of the meeting that the construction could and should 
be carried on much more rapidly. 

The following letter from the Maskeliya Planters’ 
Association was read, and Mr. Hew Kennedy gave the 
meeting some intere-sting facts on the subject of the 
present lo-ss on rice. The subject Iteing of very great 
importance and extremely intricate it was resolved “ that 
a .sub-Coromittee l)c appointed to study the whole 
question of coolies’ food supplies and that the Chamber 
of Commerce be invited to nominate two members to 
confer with the following planting repre,scnlatives, viz : 
Messrs. WC Westland, M L. Wilkins, Hew Kennedy, the 
Chairman, and the Secretary, P. A. 


Maskeliya Pbinters’ Association, 

Maha Nilu estate, Norwood, 

August 30tli, 1913. 


The Secretary 

Planters' Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy. 

Dear Sir, . . ■ , 

At a irenerul meeting of nhove Aatociatlnn field 
on August 27tli the following resolution was passed 

Resolution “That owing to the heavy losses sustained 
by estates con-sequeut on the high prices of rice ruling at 
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present concentrated action of some kind is a matter for 
immediate consideration. ” 

Resolred That copies of this resolution be sent to all 
District Associations and that the Parent Association be 
asked to take the matter np/* 

Yours faithfully) 

(Signed) C. B. PRETTEJOHN, 

Hon. Secretary, M. P. A. 

Address to the Governor-Elect. 

Resolved: — “ That the Hon. the Rural Member, the 
Chairman and the Secretary do form a sub-Committee to 
draft an address of welcome to Sir Robert Chalmers, 
Governor-elect of Ceylon, and that they be empowered 
to spend Rs 150 on preparing the same.” 

Ceylon Volunteers. 

Mr. R. G. Cooinbe reported the progress made so 
far by the sub-Committee appointed at the last general 
Committee meeting, and the following correspondence 
was laid on the table 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 

Colombo, 16th Angnst, 1913. 

The Commandant, 

Ceylon Polnnteer Force. 

Advisory Committee. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter No. 261 of the 1st instant I 
am directed to state that it is understood that the sub- 
Committee of the Planters’ Association of Ceylop desires that 
you should summon a conference of all the Officer^ Commanding 
Volunteer units to consider 

(а) whether they are in favonr of th? establishment of an 
Advisory Committee such as suggested ; and 

(б) what should be its constitution. 

2. His Excellency the Officer Administering the Govern- 
ment will have no objection to your summoning such a con- 
ference and discussing the proposal. If the conference approves 
the establishment of aa Advisory Committee, you should submit 
definite recommendations for the consideration of Government. 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient l^rvant, 
(Signed) D. W. ARNOTT, 

for Colonial Secretary. 


Colonel R. B. Fell, 

Commandant, C- V, Force. 

Sib, 

I have the honour to forward for your in- 
formation a copy of re.solution8 passed at a meeting of a 
Hub-Committee appointed by the Planters’ Association of 
Ceylon held at Diyatalawa on the 20th instant. 

2. Your sanction to call the conference referred to 
is requested. 

3. I attach letter from the Secretary of Planters’ 
Aaaociation of Ceylon appointing my Committee. 

I am. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant. 

(Signed) R. G. COOMBB, 

Hon Secretary, of sub Comraittee. 

( Resolutions referred to. ) 

1. “That the Officei’s Commanding the Volunteer 
unite be invited to a conference to consider the following 
resolution: — “That in the best interests of the Ceylon 
Volunteer Force H, E. the Acting Governor be asked to 
consider the question of appointing an Advisory Committee 
to deal with Volunteer finance matters brought before 
him by the Commandant.’ ” 

2. “ That this resolution be forwarded to the Com 
mandant, C.V.F., for the courtesy of his consideration and 
sanction.” 


Head Quarters, C.V.F., 

August ISfch, 1913. 

From the Commandant, C.V.F., 

To R. G. CoOMBE, Bag., 

Hon. Secretary, P.A. 

Sir, 

I enclose for your information the anawm* to your Resolutioo 
forwarded bo me at Diyatalawa Camp. 

Will you please inform me what date would be suitable for 
such a conference to discuss the resolution, and would you state 
the definite recommendations which your sub-Committee desire 
to be discussed and laid before the Government. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
(Signed) R. B FELL, 

Colonel, Commandant, 


Export Duties. 

Read the following letter from the Principal Collector 
of Customs ; — 

H. M Customs, 
Colombo, 27th August, 1913. 

Government Notifications. 

Sib, 

I have the honour to draw your attention to Government 
notification dated August I3th, 1913 (copy enclosed), published 
in the Government “ Gazette ” of August 15th, 1913, on page 
689, regarding the abolition from and after January 1st, 1914, 
of the present export duties on coffee and cinchona and imposing 
a certain rate of duties on cocoa, tea, rubber and cardamoms. 

I am. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
(Signed) — for Principal Collector. 


Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Colombo, August 13th, 1913. 

The Secretary, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy. 

It is hereby notified for general information that at the 
next ordinary meeting of the Legislative Conncil the Hon. the 
Colonial Secretary will move the following resolntions 

(a) That from and after January 1st, U14, the present 
export duties of 10 cents per owt. on coffee and 5 cents per cwt. 
on cinchona, levied under Section 4 of Ordinance No. 9 of 1882, 
be abolished ; and 

(5) That from the same date the following duties on the 
exportation of cocoa, tea, rubber and cardamoms be imposed 
under the provisions of Section 28 of “The Medical Wants 
Ordinance, No. 9 of 1912 “ ; — 

Cocoa, 15 cents per 100 lbs. ; rubber, 75 cents per 100 lbs. i 
tea, IS cents per 100 lbs. ; cardamoms, 75 cents per 100 lbs. 

By His Excellency’s command. 

(Signed) L. W. BOOTH, 

Acting Colonial Secretary. 

Mr. Lochobe stated that the Chamber of Commence 
was in t»rrespoDdence with Goveroment on th$ subject. 
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Provincial Road Committee. 

Bead the following letter from the Provincial Road 
Committee, and resolved : — “ That the resolution therein 
embodied be endorsed by this Committee and commended 
to the notice of planters.” 

Blind Corners on Main Roads. 


Provincial Road Committee, 

Kandy, 18tii August, 1913. 


The Secretary, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon, 
Kandy. 


Sir, 

I am directed by the Provincial Road Committee, Central 
Province, to forward for your information copy of a Resolution 
passed by the Committee, at a meeting held on 9th instant, and 
to request the favour of the co operation of your Association 
in this matter. 

I am. Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) C. H. COLLfNS, 

Secretary. 


{Betolution referred to.) 

Head letter of 6th August from Mr. Wallace 
B. Westland re blind corners on main roads. 

Resolved: — “That this Committee is of opinion that 
inside corners which are made dangerous by reason of 
growth of vegetation should be cleared by the owners of the 
land, who should be asked to clear the lower branches of 
trees, and otherwise improve the view round the corners.” 

2. The Committee is also of opinion that at outside 
corners on estates, the superintendents might lie encouraged 
to make arrangements with the District Engineer to carry 
out the work on payment after measurement of the work 
done. 

3. That a copy of this resolution be sent to the 
Director of Public Works, and to all the Planters’ 
Associations. 

Alexander Wabdrop Memorial. 

The Secretary informed the meeting that the Memo- 
rial Clock had arrived and was now being erected by 
Messrs. Walker, Sons & Co. There is a balance still re- 
quired and anyone who has not yet subscribed to this is 
now invited to do so. 

A very hearty vote of thanks to Sir Stanley Bois was 
passed for all his help and for the great interest be had 
shown in this matter. 

It was resolved : — “ That the Kandy Municipality be 
asked if they^ill supply the electric light required for the 
clock free of charge." 

“ Times of Ceylon.” 

Read a letter from the Times of Ceylon regarding a 
certain undesirable form of advertisement and resolved : — 
“ That the Secretary do write and thank the Times of 
Ceylon for their courtesy and do request them to be sc 
good as to exercise their best discretion in this matter.” 

The Planters’ Association Year Book. 

The year book for 1912 was laid on the table. 
Resolved : — “ That tenders be invited for the printing of 
the year-book in future and that a penalty clause be intro- 
duce agaiRst dela^,” 


International Rubber and Allied Trades 
Exhibition. 

Mr. Lochore informed the meeting that the Chandmr 
of Commerce was in correspondence with Malaya re this 
exhibition. Resolved: — “That the Planters’ Associalion 
do offer a prize of the value of £h0, leaving the details of 
the ewnpetition to be arranged by the local Exhibition 
Committee.” 

A plan showing the space reserved for Ceylon exhibits 
was passed round the table. 

The Ceylon Bureau. 

Read the following letter from the Director of the 
Ceylon Bureau and resolved : — “ That this Committee 
approves of the same.” 

The Secretary was directed to forward a copy to the 
Chamber of Commerce. 


The Ceylon Bureau, 

New Zealand Insurance Buildings, 

Pitt Street, Sydney, N, S. W., 

August 14th, 1913. 

To F. H. Layard Esq., J. P., 

Chuirnian, Planters’ Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy. 

Dear Sir, 

Ten years ago last month the Committee of your Associs- 
tion passed a resolution approving of the agitation then on foot 
to secure excursion rates for Australians desirous of s|iending a 
holiday in Ceylon and in adultion placed on record a recognition 
of the fact I hat the larger number of holiday.seekers visiting 
the Colony was to the benefit of the Island. 

Conditions now are such that the nece-ssity is marked for 
seouring a large Australian tourist clientele. The rcniarkahle 
develo|imentB in the Cape and North American routes have 
diverted many passengers who previously passed through 
Ceylon. The efforts of the Java and Honolulu authorities have 
been immensely successful in securing a large and growing 
proportion of Australian holiday-seekers. Tlie Federated 
Malay Btates have entered into the Geld of Australian tourist 
competition. If Ceylon is to derive that traffic which could be 
hers, the work of the Ceylon Bureau will have to be 
extended. This is only possible by a greater measure of suppr rt 
and recognition from Ceylon. 

Perhape yonr Association may expre-ss some opinion on this 

matter. 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Signed) F. J. VVAYMAN, 

Director. 


Ceylon Duty on Foreign Tea. 

Read the following letters : — 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy, 17th/2l8t July, 1913. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secektaky, 

Colombo. 

'in further reply to your letter No. /9157, dated the 9th 
ultimo, I have the honour to inform you that the m^terwas 
coDsidered at ^ meeting of the Cominr tee of the Planters 
Association of Ceylon held on the lltl'y and the following 
reeolution passed 

“That this Committee emphatically oppose both the 
proposal to provide warehouses for the purpose of blending teas 
and the proposal to remit the duty on foreign teas imported into 
Colombo, and that the Secretary do write to Government in 
these terms, sending a copy of his letter to the Chamber of 
Commerce.” 
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It was the unanimous opinion of my Committee that by 
admitting foreign teas to be blended in Colonibo, Ceylon would 
ieopardise the good name of “Pure Ceylon I'ea” which has 
been built up at so great an expenditure of time, trouble and 
money. 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) JOHN STILL, 

Secretary, 

P. A. of Ceylon. 


Warbhouses fok Tea Blknpino Furpo-sks. 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce, 

Colojiibo, 30th July, 1913. 

Thk Secretary, 

Planters’ A8»(»ciation of Ceylon. 

Kandy. 

Dear Sib, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the S^l^t 
in'^tant, with a copy of lette.' addressed by your Association to 
the Colonial Sccreiaty tju the above subject, 

My ('oiumittee fully endorse the views ex pre-sse<l loCovern- 
nient by your Association. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) O. MacDEUMOTT, 

Acting Secretary. 

Thk Mah.41lluhi‘alama ExpicKi-MEyiAL 8 :atiu-\'. 

Read the following coiTespondence : — 

Kandy, 16th July. 1913. 

The Hon’bi.k 

The Colonial Secketaky, 

Colombo. 

SiJi, 

r have the honour to inform you that it was stuL d at a 
Pbuitera' Assf^ciatiou Ceneral f'oinmittee meeting held on tlie 
11th instant that the Coverniuent had under considevnt'on the 
sale of the Rxperlmeutal Garden at MaliailluppaLima. 

As my C<»mmittee is of opinion that it would be a great 
pity to sell this land before the proposed new experimental 
station in the e st of Anuradhapura has so far advanced as to 
liKvo coconuts, and other long-lived products in bearing, I am 
directed to inquire If this fear is well grounded. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) JOHN STILL, 

Secielary, 

F, A. of Kandy. 


SIR, 


Colonial Secretary’s Office, 

Colombo, 21st August, 1913. 


The Secbrtarv, 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon. 


In continuation of my acknowledgment of your letter of the 
16{li July, regai'iiiiig the e.xperinient Station at Mahaillup- 
palama, I aiu. diteoted to state that it is understood Mr. Lyne 
has explained personally what the Government’s intention is as 
regards the future of the station. .'J here will be no attempt to 
dis}»oae of it unless a suitable offer is forthcoming from a strong 
syndicate actuated by other than merely speculative designs. 

I am, 8ir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) D. W. ARXOTT, 

for Colonial Secretary. 


Excise Ordinance. 


The names of the gentlemen selected to represent 
planting interests on the Advisory Committees weie sub- 
mitted to the meeting and their appointment approved. 

1. Kandy (Revenue) district ... Mr. T. Y. Wright 

2. Kegalle P. A. ... ,, Jackson Smale 

3. N’ Lilya (Revenue) district ... ,, A. H, Harding 

4. Badulla P. A. ... „ T. G. Elliott 

5. Kalutara P. A. ... ,, Herbert Inglis 

6. Sabaragamnwa P. A. „ Geo. Brown 


PtANT Pests. 

A long di.cu.ssion on this point took place, and it vtas 
resolved; — “That this Lominittee supports the suggestion 
of the Director of Agriculture that compulsory proclaiming 
of Plant Pests on individual estates is desirable in the 
interests of the planting industry.” 

It was resolved that the Hon. the Rural Hettber 
should be asked to confer with the Attorney'Ueneral and 
the Director of Agriculture with a view toobtaining amend- 
ment of the Ordinance, so that an aica which is free from 
Shot-hole borer .shall be able to prevent the intnuduction 
of plants or parts of plants, excepting tea seed and loaf. 

It was pointed out that at present nothing can be done 
to protect an area until that area is affected. 

Further it was resolved ; — “ That this Committee 
supports the resolution forwarded by the Director of Agri- 
culture to the effect that Government’s attention should Ije 
invited to the importance of appointing an entomologist 
thoroughly to study the life history of the Shot-hole borer.” 

From the experiences given by several members it is 
clear that this Pest is steadily increasing. 

PKOPRiEroR.s’ Labour Fedebatiox. 

The following resolution, passed at the last meeting of 
the Proprietors’ Labour Federation Comiuitlee, w as read ; — 
Resolved; “ That a sum of Rs. 1.5,000 be offered to the 
Plantei-s’ Association to be devoted to the promotion of 
Coast recruiting for the benefit of members of the Proprie- 
tors’ Laixtur Federation by providing an .Assistant Commis- 
sioner of the Coast Agency to supe; vi.se recruiting in such 
an area as the Labour Commissioner coitsiders that he can 
control.” 

The CiiAtBMAN intimated that this had lieen discussed 
in the morning at the Coast Agency Committee meeting 
when the following resolution was passed, viz.; “That 
this Committee, while cordially thanking the P.L.F. for the 
offer of Rs. 15,000 made for assisting recruiting, is of 
opinion that consideration of this offer should be postponed 
until the e.stimates of the Ceylon Laiioiir Commissioner for 
1914 have been received.” 

This view was accepted and a long discussion followed, 
and the resolution given below w as tlien passed num can, 
fifty five members voting in its favour, viz.; Resolved:— 
“ That this Committee approves of the principle of the 
Proprietors’ Labour Federation and offer its cordial 
support.” 

Ordinance No, 9 op 1909. 

Messrs. G. G. Bliss, T. Y. W right and the Hon. M r. 
Wm. Sinclair were appointed a sub-Commit^e to discu.ss 
certain proposed alternalioius in this Ordinance, and it w as 
resolved to ask Messrs F. Liesehing and VanLangenherg 
to join and confer with them. 

Ceylon Government Railway. 

KELANI valley EXTEN.SION. 

Mr. Hyatt spoke on this .subject. The correspondence, 
which was laid on the table, will be published to-morrow. 

Planting Gazette. 

It was resolved to register this publication as a news- 
paper. 

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the meeting. 

JOHN STILL, 
Secretary, P. A. of Ceylon, 
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KELANI VALLEY RAILWAY EXTENSION. 

ESTIMATES OF TRAFFIC RECEIPTS. 


Case fob the Bclathkohupxtiya Brasch. 

The following correspondence wa.s placed before the 
P. A. Committee at Kandy last Eriday, 


K. V. Planters’ Association, 

Waharuka, Uiidugola, 

aMay 31st, 1913. 


The Secretary, 

Planters’ Ass ciation of Ceylon. 


Dear Sir, 

At a Committee meeting of this Association held atTaidua 
on July 6th, it was directed to forward a copy of the report on 
the propo^^ed extension of the K. V. Railway to Bulathkohu- 
pitiya and to request you to pat the matter on the Agenda at 
the next meeting of the Committee of the Ceylon Planters' 
Association, with the request for the support of the Parent 
Association on behalf of the proposal. 


I am, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 


R. H. VILLIERS, 
Hon. Secretary. 


Copy of Report and Letter Referred to. 


Kelani Valley Planters’ Association, 

Waharaka, Undugoda, 

July 15th, 1913. 

The Assistant Government Agent, 

Kegalle. 


Sir, 


r have the honour to inform you that at a meeting of this 
Association held at Taldua on April 5th, 1913, a sub-Commitlee 
was formed to collect figures and statistics with a view to 
requesting Government to extend the Kelani Valley Railway 
to Bulathkohupitiya. 

2. This siib-Coiiimittee having presented their report I am 
directed to forward you a copy of same and to request you to 
forward it, with an application for a survey to be taken in hand 
at an early date with, my Association trust, your approval 
and support attached. 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

R. H. VILLIERS, 

Hoo. Secretary 


Sub-Committee’s Report. 

Report of the sub-Committee appointed by the Kelani 
Valley Planters’ Association to collect figures and statistics 
in support of a proposal to extend the Kelani Valley 
Railway to Bulathkohupitiya, Members Messrs. Caiitlay, 
Edwards, Collison, H. W, Boyagoda, R.M., J. R. Mee- 
deniya Dissawe, and R. H. Villiers (Chairman.) 

Your subcommittee have pleasure in presenting 
their report on the above proposal, showing the method 
and procedure followed in collecting figures and statistics. 

2. After consideration at the first meeting held by 
your sub-Committee, it was decided to drop the suggestion 
of carrying a branch line up the Pindeni Oya V alley to 
Arandara but to advocate a direct extension to Bulathkohu- 
pitiya via Ruauwella and Panalla, a distance of ten 
miles, from a point near Karawanella Station. 

3. To collect estate figures forms were sent out to 
all estates concerned, with a request that estimates of up 
and down tonnage for the years 1915 to 1918 inclusive 
might be returned. 

vi 


4 . For village figures, all aratchies and headmen 
were called to meet the Dissawa Meedeniya and the 
Ratemahatmeya, and figures were carefully and systemati- 
cally drawn up and finally checked by your Committee. 

5. For mine figures, the mine owners and managers 
were interviewed and their figures are included in the 
report. 

6. To check esrate returns, it was thought best that 
standard yields and rates should be agreed upon and the 
total tonnage of all returns compared w’ith those standard 
figures. 

7 The figures for various items agreed upon ai-e 
as follows : — 

(а) Tea : Tea alone 500 llw, per iiere |>er annum over the 
whole area considered to appreciably affect the yield of tea 
until after its sixth year, but for every further year in age 
of the rubber so interplanted the yield of tea baa been reduced 
in the estimates by 100 lbs. per acre per annum until 
extinction. 

(б) Rubber; Rubber alone. Tlie following rates of 
yield per acre per annum at various ages were considered a 
fair, if conservative, estimate : 6—7 years 200 lbs. per acre, 
8—9 years 300 lbs. per acre, 10—11 years 350 lbs. per acre, 12 
and upwards 5CK) lbs. per acre. 

Rubber in Tea This has been taken as two years behind 
rubber alone in point of growth and yield. For total acreages 
and yields of each pre^uct see table 1. 

(c) Manure Bi-annual manuiing having become 
general throughout the district and increasing yearly at from 
750 to 1,000 lbs. per acre, H general bi-annual avernge of one 
ton to 2| acres or an annual average of o.ie ton to five acres has 
been taken as a standard rate. 

{d) Rice Estate population being taken from returns, 
9 bushels per eooly, 37 busliels per ton or d coolies per ton per 
annum have been allowed. 

{€) Sundries Including other food «tutt’« and caddy 
goods have been taken at 1 cwt. per head per annum. 

(/) .Packing Materials :• -20 per cent, on rubber and 25 
per cent, on tea is allow'e<l up and down. 

{g) Liquid Fuel On estates using this the following 
figures w<iobl seem to be about correct -100 gallons per one ton 
of rubber, 75 gallons per one ton of tea, 1 gallon weighing 10 
lbs. 40 gallons per barrel, one barrel weigliing 80 lbs. 

(A) Buildings a.vd Machinery Figures foi these have 
been taken direct from return.s and checked by recognised 
weights of bungalow' .and factory materials. 

(i) OtHER GOODS;— These include (up) horse and cattle 
food, beef boxes, groceries, liquor, factory sundries, such as oil, 
paint, belting, etc. (down returned eiujities). 

(/) Village Figures These could only be checked by the 
last (1911) oen.sus figures of the population and the results are 
considered conservative, 10 bushel of rice per head per annum 
less 20 per cent, for infants and 1 cwt. per head per annum for 
sundries, sucli as oil, salt, fish, cloth, umbrellas mid caddy 
aoods generally have been estimated. 

" {k) Plumbago This is at present carried by river from 

Ruanwella, but in the event of the extension being carried 
through to Panalla and Bulathkohupitiya will be transported 
by rail and credit is taken to the extension for receipts accru- 
ing to the main line on transport of this product. 

(7) Future Extensions in Rubber and Tea 
Estate returns show some 1,7(W acres to be opened now or in 
the near future and, in proportion, the same tonnage and 
receipts per acre as on the present acreage is alloweu for those 

extensions, viz., 1 ton per acre roughly. 

(«i) Coaching The figures for the Kelani Valley 
Railway show earnings in 1911-12 of Rs. 8,'r87-97 per mile and 
ou - the Ratnapura line of Rs. 5,024*39 per mile. ^^11® 
allowing that a certain proportion of the Kelani Valley 
Railway traffic is diverted at Avisawella for Ratnapura it must 
be rememhi-red that the extension would run into and through 
a very much more densely populated district, the 1911 census 
showing a population in Kegalle district of 375 per square mile 
against 133 per square mile, in the case sf Ratnapura, and, 

moreover, it is recognised that a railway tends to produce and 

deTelop this traffic. We think it safe, there/ore, to estimate 
eaminge from this sour, e at Rs. 6,500 pei mile of extension 
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8. ConnectiDg or approach roads. 

(a) A new road is sageested from about the 10th mile 
on the Pindeniya road to a^ut the 45th on the Bulathkohu* 
pitiya road to serve estates about Arandara and» eapecially, the 
big plumbago mines, situated in this quarter, which would use 
Panalla statior. The plnmbago tonnage makes up a consider- 
able proportion of the total tonnage, and this road would be 
a great convenience to these mines. The trace of new roads 
cut by the Nagolle company is recommended. 

- • (6) At the same time the present Pindeniya road must be 
kept up as an approach road to Huanwella station for those 
estates situated on or near the lower end of this road. 

9. We now proceed to give in tiie following tables an 
analytical summary of the figures ascertained, which figures 
may, we think, taken as reasonably accurate though 
strictly conservative. In the case of estate traffic figures 
are given for the years 1915 and 1918 only as the figures 
for the intermediate years differed but little, showing, 
however, a small though steady annual increase. In the 
.case of village and mine figures present (1913) figures are 
shown in 1916, but 10 per cent increase has been allowed 
in 1918 for increased population : — 


ESTATE STATISTICS* 
Table lA. Acreages and 


Acreage in tea alone 
Acreage in tea under rubber 
Total tea crop estimated 

Acreage in rubber alone 
Acreage in rubber in tea 
Total rubber crop estimated 

Estate popnlation 
Nett cultivated acreage 


YIELD.S 1913. 

3,342 acres. 

4 044 

2.853,760 lbs.' or 386 lbs. 

per acre. 

... 7,625 acres. 

... 4,044 „ 

3,100,160 lbs, or 267 lbs. 

per acre. 

... 14,004 
... 14,911 


Table IB. Acreages and Yields 1913. 


Acreage in tea alone 
Acreage in tea under rubber 
Total tea crop estimated 

Acreage in rubber only 
Acreage in rubber in tea 
Total rubber crop estimated 

Estate population 
Nett ciUtivaied acreage ... 


... 3,342 acres. 

... 1,623 „ 

2,416,960 lbs. or 485 lbs. 

per acre, 

... 10,155 
.. 1,623 

4,710,720 lbs. or 400 lbs. 

per acre. 

... 14,848 
... 15,120 


TABLE II.— A. 

Up and Down Estate Tonnage and Receipts at Each 




Station 

B’ pitiya 

1915. 

10 miles. 

a 

Panalla 7 miles. 

c 

-• § 


s 


a- 

a 


e 


b 

« 

H 

c 

H 

< 

•Tea 

4 

12i 

944 

R. c. 

1,180 00 

477 

B. C. 

417-34 

•Rubber 

3 

17 

865 

1.419-60 

463 

549-78 


6 

8 

1,505 

1,204 00 

1,107 

619 92 


3 

17 

1,786 

3,036-20 

850 

1,011-50 

Sundries 

3 

17 

357 

606-90 

172 

204-68 


6 

8 

403 

322-40 

211 

118-16 

•Liq. fuel 

6 

3 

675 

540-00 

309 

173-04 

Machiuery . . . 

3 

17 

298 

606-60 

74 

88-06 

Empties 

4 

124 

113 

141-20 

52 

46-20 

Other goods ... 

3 

17 

157 

266-90 

37 

44-03 

Total... 



7,073 

9,223-70 

3751 

3,272-71 


Rnanwella 2 miles. Total 10 miles. 


•Tea 

0 

s 

o 

(r> 

277 

a 

a 

o 

S 

< 

R. c. 

69-24 

i 

fH 

1,698 

a 

§ 

a 

< 

R. c. 

1,666-58 

•Rubber 

433 

147-33 

1,730 

2,116-30 

♦Manure 

692 

110-72 

3,304 

1,934-64 

Rice 

865 

204-10 

3,501 

4,341-80 

Sundries 

173 

58-82 

702 

870-40 

Packing 

156 

24-96 

770 

465-52 

•Liq. fuej 

90 

14-40 

1,074 

727-44 

Machinery ... 

65 

22-30 

437 

616-76 

Empties 

15 

3-74 

180 

101-14 

Other goods . . . 

28 

9-52 

222 

320-45 


2,794 

764-82 

13,618 

13,261-23 




TABLE II.. 

-B. 





B’pitlya 10 miles. Panalla 

7 miles. 






4 a 


0 

o 

0 

o 0 - 

3 


0 

0 

0 

B 

0 

a g 

a 


o 

M 

H 

< E- 

•4 





R. c. 

K. C. 

•Tea 

4 

12 i 

800 

1,000-00 362 

316-75 

•Rubber 

3 

17 

1,311 

1,922-70 788 

937-73 

♦Manure 

6 

8 

1,544 

1,235-20 1,112 

622-72 

Rice 

3 

17 

1,944 

3,304-80 1,120 

1,332-80 

Sundries 

3 

17 

395 

671-50 224 

366-66 

Packing 

6 

3 

426 

340-80 248 

138-88 

•Liq. fuel 

6 

8 

807 

■645-60 356 

198-80 

Machinery 

3 

17 

162 

258-40 40 

47-60 

Buildings 

— 

— 


— — 

— 

Empties 

4 

12 i 

134 

167-50 60 

52-50 

Other goods 

3 

17 

157 

266-90 37 

44-03 

Total,. 



7,490 

9,813-40 4,346 

3,968-36 


Ruanwella 2 miles. Total 10 miles. 




B 


B 


0 

B 

. a 

B 


a 

0 

1 

B 

0 

a 


H 

<4 

H 

<4 



B. C. 


R. c. 

•Tea 

271 

69-24 

1,439 

1,385-99 

•Rubber 

709 

241-06 

2,628 

3,101-48 

•Manure 

692 

110-72 

3,348 

1.968-64 

Rice 

648 

220-32 

3,712 

4,867-92 

Sundries 

129 

43-86 

748 

981-92 

Packing 

211 

33-76 

885 

513-44 

•Liq. fuel 

149 

23-84 

1,311 

868-24 

Machinery 

55 

18-70 

247 

524-70 

Bnildings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Empties 

25 

6-24 

219 

226-24 

Other goods .. 

30 

10-20 

224 

321-13 

Total... 

2.925 

777-94 

14,761 

14,549-70 


*IncludiDg packing, tea 25 per cent., rubber 80 per cent., 
liquid fuel, ba^ls, manure, bags. 
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TABLE III,— A. 

Villag* and Mink up and 0own Tonnage and 
Receipts 1913. 

B’pitiya. Panalla. 



m 

O 


a 

a 

0 

ae 

' t 

a 

a 


s 

■*a 

0 

o 

S 

a 

o 

a 


a 



■< 


-5 

Rice 

3 

17 

1,000 

R. c. 
1,700-00 

1,645 

R. c. 
1,957-55 

■Sundries 

3 

17 

208 

353-60 

485 

577-15 

Arecannta 

4 

12i 

33 

41-20 

79 

69-09 

fPlnmliago .. 

6 

8 

860 

688 00 

3,465 

1,940-40 

Machinery .. 

3 

17 

20 

34-00 

237 

282 03 

Empties 

4 

12J 

7 

8-70 

42 

38-75 

Coal 

6 

8 

— 

— 

90 

50-40 

Other goods .. 

3 

17 

30 

51 -GO 

47 

35-93 

Total... 



2,158 

2,876-60 

6,090 

4,969-30 


Ruanvrella. Total. 


c 



H 

<4 

H 

< 



R. c. 


R. c. 

Rice 

2,150 

■ 733-68 

4,795 

4,391-23 

■Sundries 

516 

175-44 

1,209 

1,106-19 

164-79 

Arecanuts ... 

178 

44-50 

290 

fPlumbago ... 

700 

112-60 

5,025 

2,740-40 

Machinery ... 

25 

8-60 

282 

324-60 

Empties 

10 

2-60 

69 

47-95 

Coal 

— 

— 

90 

50-46 

Other goods ... 

10 

3-40 

87 

110-30 

Total... 

3,589 

1,080-02 

11,837 

8,925-82 


TABLE Ill-B. 

Village and Mine dp and Down Tonnage and 
Receipts 1913. (a) 

Bpitiya. Panalla. 




.j 




V . 

a 




® 5 2 

^ 0 

0 

g 

a 

0 

a 


O fd 

<1 

ts 


Rice 

... 3 17 1,100 

1,870-00 

1,809 

2,162-71 

*SundTies 

.. 3 17 228 

337-60 

533 

634-27 

ArecftQutB 

4 12i 36 

45-00 

87 

76-09 

tPlurabago 

... 6 8 946 

756-80 

3,811 

2,134-16 

Machinery 

1 Empties 

Coal 

... 3 17 22 

37-40 

360 

309-40 

.. 4 12J 10 

..6 8 - 

12-50 

46 

100 

40-26 

66-00 

Other goods 

.. 3 17 33 

56-10 

51 

60*69 

Total 

2,375 

3,165-40 

6,697 

5,463*57 


Ruanwella. 


Total. 


«c 

•ti 

« 



0 

o 

a 

B 

O 

s 


5-* 


Eh 

-4 

Rice 

2,365 804-10 5,274 

4,826-81 

•Sundries 

367 192-78 1,328 

1,21465 

Arecanuts 

195 

48-75 

318 

160-84 

fPlumbago 

770 123-20 5,527 

3,014 16 

Machinery 

27 

9-18 

309 

355 98 

^Empties 

Coal 

11 

2-76 

67 

100 

55- 50 

56- 00 

Other goods 

11 

3-74 

95 

124 53 

Total 

3,946 1,184-50 13,018 

9,813-47 


• Sundries : Food stnffa, salt, fish, oil, etc. 
t Including barrels., 
j Barrel staves, etc. 

(o) Calculated at 10 per cent, on 1915. 


Village popnlation 10 per cent, on 1916—18,549(1911 
cenans.) 

Village population 10 per cent, on 1918—29,403 (10 per cent, 
increase.) 


TABLE IV.-A. 

SuMMAKY BY Class of Tables II. and III, 1915. 


B'pitiya. Panalla 


Tons, Amount. 

Tons, 

Amount. 

Ks. c, 


Rs.‘ Q. 


Class III, 

Rice 

_ 

. 



Rubber 



— 





Machinery 

... — 

— 





Buildings 

— 

_ 

_ 



Other goods 
Class IV. 

... 4.691 

7,974 70 

4,009 

4,770-71 

Tea 

— 





Arecanute 



_ 


Empties 

1,097 

1,371 20 

650 

568 76 

Class VI. 

Manure 






_ 

Plumbago 

— 



— 


Packing (up) 

... — 

— 

— 


Liquid fuel 


— 

_ 


Coal 

... 3,443 

2,764 40 

6,182 

2,901 02 

Total 

... 9,231 

12,100 30 

9,841 

8,241 38 


Ruanwella. Total. 


Tons. Amount. 

Tone. 

Amount. 

Re. c. 


Rb. 0. 


Class HI. 





Rice 

... 




Rubber 

... — 



_ 

Machinery 

— 

— 


- 

Buildings 

— 

— 


- 

Other good# 

... 4,265 

1,450 10 

12,965 

14,195 61 

Class Iv. 





Tea 

... — 



— 

— 

ArecanuU 

— 

— 

— 


Empties 

480 

120 00 

2,227 

2,059 95 

Class VI. 





Manure 

— 


— 

— 

Plumbago 


— 

— 

— 

Packing (up) 


— 

— 

— 

Liquid fuel 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Coal 

... 1,638 

262 08 

19,263 

6,918 40 

Totel 

... 6,383 

1,832 18 

25,155 

22,175 86 


TABLE 

IV.-B. 




B’pitiya. 

Panalla. 


Tons. 

Amount. 

Tons. 

Amount. 



Rs. c. 


Rs. n. 

Class 111 

5,162 

8,775 40 

4,862 

5,785 78 

Class IV 

980 

1,236 00 

655 

485 59 

Class VI 

3,723 

2,978 40 

5,626 

3,150 66 

Total 

9,865 

12,978 80 

11,043 

9,421 93 


Ruanwella. 

Total. 


Tons. 

Amount. 

Tons. 

Amount. 



Rs. c. 


Rs. c. 

Class 111 

4,541 

1,543 94 

14,665 

16,105 12 

Class IV 

508 

127 00 

2,043 

1,837 59 

Class VI 

1,822 

291 52 

11,171 

6,420 48 

Total 

6,871 

1,962 46 

27,779 

24,363 19 
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Table V.— Summaby of Total Tonnage and 
Receipts fob 1918. 


Tons. Amount. 

Rs. eta. 

Goods traffic u per table iv. 27,779 24,383 19 

Coaching traffic, at Rs. 6,600 per mile ... 65,000 00 


Credit to extension on acconnt of plumbago, 39,363 19 
Carried over main line due to extension 
5,627 tons at 8 cents per ton mile — 

46 miles ... ... ... 19,097 20 

Allowed on 1,700 acres to be opened ... , ... 1,700 00 


Total estimated receipted 1918, ... ... 110,160 39 

or Rs. 11,016 per mile 


10. (o) From an official letter from the Chief 

Construction Engineer we put the coat of the extension at 
from Rs. 108 to Rs. 100,000 per mile, and trust, therefore, 
that these figures will be considered good enough to support 
our request. 

(6 ) We would, however, again repeat that we consider 
the above figures fully conservative and, with your ap- 
proval, propose forwarding same to Government through 
the usual channels, requesting that a survey may be 
taken in hand at an early date and trust that the pro- 
posal generally will meet the favourable consideration of 
the authorities. 

(c) We further propose that the Parent Association 
as well as the Dnlosbage Planters’ Association which is 
largely concerned in this extension be requested to 
support the proposal. 

^Signed) 1!. H. VILLIERS, 

For the Committee. 

NVaharaka, July 15th, 1913. 

Minutes of Proceedings of a Meeting of the “ Thirty 
Committee ” appointed to administer the proceeds of the 
export Duty on Tea levied under Ordinance No. 4 of 
1894 for increasing the consumption of Ceylon Tea in 
foreign lands, held at the Victoria Commemoration 
Buildings, Kandy, on Friday, the 12th September, 1913. 
at 2 p.m. 

Present : — Mr. F. H. Layard (Chairman), Hon. Mr, 
Wm. Sinclair, Messrs. H. G. Ikicles, R. Huyshe Eliot, J. 
Lochore, William Gibson, W. H. Biddulph, G. C. BIlss, R. 
G, Coombe, J. S. Patterson and John Still (Secretary). 
11 members. ' 

The Notice calling the Meeting was read. 

Minutes of proceedings of a Meeting of the “Thirty 
Committee,” held at Kandy on Saturday, the 10th May, 
1913, were submitted for confirmation. Resolved : — 

“ That they be and they . hereby are confirmed ” 

Advertising Ceylon Tea in Europe ; — Read letters 
from Messrs. Staines Manders and J. H. Renton. , 

A vote of thanks to the Chair terminated the 
proceedings. 

JOHN STILL, 

Secretary, 

“Thirty Committee.” 



NUWARA ELIYA DISTRICT PUNTERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting of the above was held at the Hill 
Club on Saturday, at 1-30 p.m., preceded by a Committee 
meeting. Mr. E. C. Elliott (Chairman) presided. Present'. 
— Messrs. E. H. Mellor, H. M. Drummond Hay, B. A. 
Wallis Wilson, W. R. Matthew, Rayner Smith, C. B. 
Nelson, C. 1., Tivy, S. T. Greig, H. J. Temple, and R. 
F. Meggiiisou (Hon. Secretary.) 

The following members were announced : Count De 

Luppe (Downside), Messrs. C. B. Nelson (Welimada), 
Kenneth Gordon (Albion), and Wallis Wilson. 

Mr. Wallis Wilson said the estate he was on was 
scheduled to Dimbula district and asked if he could join the 
Association as a private member 1 

The Cii.AiEMAN said he could. 

Mr. Drummond Hay proposed the election of Mr. 
F. B. B. Goodfellow (Girambe) and Mr. Robert Stewart 
(Attempitiya). 

Mr. C. B. Nf-iaon seconded. — Carried. 

Ndwara Eliya Hospital. 

The Chairman ; There is a letter here from Mr. Spur- 
way tendering his resignation as our hospital visitor owing 
to his departure to England on furlough. Mr. Spurway, 
as you are aware, will be returning to Ceylon next Decern- 
ber. He has been a very useful member of the Association 
and has acted as our hospital visitor for many years. I 
think we can do no better than minute that bis letter was 
read, and acted upon, and have the vacancy open for him 
to re-enter upon his return to Ceylon. (Hear, hear.) 

Fi.y-Peoop Arrangements. 

The CuaIrm.iv : There is here a reply to the letter 
addressed to the Colonial Secretary in connection with 
the fly-proof arrangements, as they exist at present, at the 
General Hospital, Nuwara Eliya. You will remember 
that at our last meeting we resolved to carry the cor- 
respondence lictw een the P. C M. 0. and ourselves to the 
Colonial Secretary. That was done, and the letter before 
you to-day is a formal reply to our letter; it is signed by 
Mr. Arnott on behalf of the Colonial Secretary so far back 
as June 6th, 1913. I think we might askihe Secretary to 
call attention to our letter, and ask for something more 
definite than this formal acknowledgment. 

Resolved: — “That the Secretary write to the Colonial 
Secretary on the lines indicated,” ^ 

Sabaragamuwa P. a. and Dep6t at Colombo for 
Outgoing Coolies. 

The Chairman : Gentlemen, you have no doubt 
read in the newspapers the resolution from the Sahara- 
gamuwa P. A., which is moving to have a dep6t at 
Colombo on the lines adopted at Tuticorin for the pro- 
tection of coolies going to the Coast. I think it quite a 
good idea and one which should be supported. I have 
used the dep6t at Tuticorin since its inception and am very 
pleased with the arrangements there. 
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. Mi-. Drummond Hat : I think' it very necessary to 
protect our coolies from black-mailing in the same manner 
as we do in India. I do not know whether you gentlemen 
have noticed in the newspapers the number of prosecutinns 
in the Colombo Courts where the accused have been pun 
ished for fleecing. Our coolies need protection in Ceylon 
as much as they do in India, and it should be the aim of all 
District Associations to have thisdepbt established. I am 
quite in agreement with our Chairman that the resolution 
from the tiabaragamuwa P. A. is deserving of support. 

Mr. B. A. Wallis Wilson : Mr. Chairman, will you 
kindly explain what the duties of the officer in charge of 
the dep6t will be 1 

The Chairman: Exactly as at Tuticorin. Thei-e 
they have a Superintendent and a number of peons who 
meet boats, take over coolies who produce ticket.s, 
provide them with food and a railway ticket to the station 
nearest their village. The Cooly is thus protected and has 
not bo plank money for any requirement till he gets to his 
village. If such a depOt were established in Colombo it 
will be the duty of the Superintendent to see that the 
peons meet trains at the Colombo station, take over the 
coolies producing tickets, provide them with meal.s, and .see 
them put on the boats for India. Those of us who use the 
depht will be debited with the cost of expenses at a given 
sum per head. 

Mr. Wallis Wilson ; This is new. 

The Chairman : Yes. It has been in existence for 
about six months. 

Mr. Wallis Wilson: It has been started since I 
went home. Will the dep6t find the railfare from the 
railway station nearest our estates to Colombo 1 

The Chairman : No, we will have to provide as we 
are doing now, 

Mr. Drummond Hay : I propose that this Associa- 
tion support the Sabaraganiuwa P. A. resolution with 
regard to the founding of a depdt at Colombo for the 
protection of estate coolies going to India. 

Mr. C. L. Tivy seconded Carried. 

District Federation at Udapussellawa. 

The Secretary read the Udapussellawa P. A. 
resolution which solicited that the Nuwara Eliya 
P. A. should join again for another year, the Labour 
Federation of that district. It also intimated that a similar 
request was being made to the Maturata P. A., who had 
joined them in the previous year. 

The Secretary : I do not know whether there are 
any rules governing the Udapussellawa Planters' Federa- 
tion, and from what date we are to bind ourselves for, for 
another year. 

The Chairman ; There are no rules : you only 
undertake not to take oii any coolies from that district 
without writing and asking the superintendent it he bad 
any objection to your taking them on. You are to have 
his permission in writing to do so. 

Mr. Temple ; What if he objects 1 

The Chairman: Then you do not take them on. It 
is quite simple. I have always written and asked the 
superintendents of those districts before I took on any of 
tbeir coolies, even before this Federation was entered into. 
I do that with all neighbours and men I know ; it’s only 
when they come from a long distance that I take on 
coolies without writing to the superintendent. I take it 


that the twelve months of such Federation would go back 
to the date of this letter. 

Mr, Mati’hew : Are those the onlv conditions'! 

The Chairman : Yes. 

Mr. Matthew : Have all the Nuwara Eliya P. A. 
estates joined it ! 

The Chairman : Yes, ami I am pleased to be able 
to say that the tw'O estate.s that stood out, i.e.. Scrubs and 
Warwick Group, have also joined. 

Mr. C, L. Tivy : I think the scheme loo big. I 
think Maturata, Udapussellawa and Nurawa Eliva should 
.stand on their own. Those of us in Nuwara Eliya who 
protect ourselves from kaddi-keepers find that they will 
finance our coolie.s if they had one set of boutique-keepers 
and chetties to deal with. They would not care to do that 
if they had different .sets of kaddi-keeper-s and chetties to 
go to when they moved our coolies. 

The Chairman : There is another point to lie con- 
sidered, and that is whether we as a district will not join 
the Ceylon Labour Federation. That body will either be 
considerably strengthened after the 15th September or 
cease to exist altogether. The Committee of that body 
have made it clear that unless 75 per cent, of the estates 
in Ceylon joined they would not carry on. Thi.s district 
have pledged themselve.s up to a point to support the 
Ceylon Federation well. If we join them then we are in 
with all districts including Maturata and Udapus.sellawa, so 
that the question of Federating with Udapussellawa can be 
left over to the next meeting, pending developments on 
September 15th. 

Mr. Drummond Hay : Can di.stricts join after Sep- 
tember 15 th 1 

The Cu.airman : Oh, yes. 

Mr. Temple : What is the percentage of e.statea 
supporting the Ceylon Labour Federation at the present 
time ! 

The Ch.airman : 50 to 52. 

Mr. Temple : Can you tell us.what estates belonging 
to this As.sociation will join the Ceylon Labour Federation 1 
It will be helpful to others. 

The. Chairman : I am sorry I am unable to give you 
the information you ask, as the information given to our 
Secretary by e.stutes in the district, is confidential . Al 
though some estate.s refu.sed to join some time back, it is not 
to be believed that they won’t do so now . At that time they 
objected to support what they believed was an ineffective 
scheme. My own opinion is that on the 15th September the 
Ceylon Labour Federation Committee will find that they not 
only have the 75 per cent, of the support they are after, but 
something like 80 to 82 per cent, of the estates in Ceylon 
backing them. 

Resolved : “ That the Udapussellawa P. A. resolu- 

tion be left over for consideration at the next meeting.” 

ROADS. 

Praise for Mr. A. N. Robertson From Kandapolla 
and Rambode Planters. 

The Chairman : Gentlemen, since the agenda of this 
meeting was sent out a great deal of improvement has been 
effected on the Kandapolla road, so that there is not much 
to complain alxmt to-day. 

Mr. E, H. Mellob : The Rambodde Pass has been 
to my knowledge frequently visited by Mr, Robertson and 
a great deal has been done there. 
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Mr. Nelson ; The road from Baker’s Farm to 
Welimade is in a most appalling state of repair, also the 
road from Wilson’s Bungalow to Ambewella railway 
station. I have written officially and privately, but have 
so far failed to get the repairs taken in hand. 

The Chairman : The District Engineer, Nuwara 
Eliya, is a new man. He is a hard worker. 

Mr. Drummond Hay ; I beg to back Mr. Nelson. 
The road he mentioned is in a most awful state. It origin- 
ally was a good road but is now suffering from want of 
upkeep. I was over a section of it with the superintendent 
of Attempitiya last week, and he did nothing but complain 
all the time we were riding on it of the state in which the 
road was. As I said before the road was originally a 
good pavement road and unless something was done to it 
at once it will be entirely ruined. At certain points 
the paving has been torn from the foundation. 

The Chairman : If I am not mistaken that section 
is repaired during the North-East Monsoon rains. 

Mr. Drummond Hat ; That is so. 

Mr. C. B. Nelson : When a late start is made and 
the monsoon over, repairs are never done. They are left 
over for the next North-East rain. 

Mr. Drummond Hay : That is the root of the trouble. 

The Chairman ; Whom do you propo.se to address on 
the subject 1 

Mr. Drumond Hay : The Colonial Secretary. 

Two Years Without Resolution. 

Mr. Temple : Sir, as it is suggested that you should 
approach the Colonial Secretary with regard to the Wilson’s 
Bungalow-Ambawella Railway Station Road, I should like 
you to mention the matter of a washaway at the 4^ mile 
post. It was inspected and acknowledged two years ago. 
I have for some months been writing on the subject. The 
G. A. refers me to the D. E. ; the D.' E. to some other 
official. I have kept at it regularly each month and can- 
not get the matter righted. 

P.W.D, AND Weeds. 

Mr. Temple mentioned that another point he would 
like to see mentioned in the letter was the matter of weeds 
on earth thrown up by the P.W.D. alongside the drains cut 
through estates by that department. If those weeds were 
not destroyed it would very soon be a source of danger to 
the planting industry around there. 

The Chairman : On the Kandapola road the road 
over the culvert gets under water when there is heavy 
rain. That is due to the culvert not being wide enough 
to carry out the volume of water. The flooding of the 
road at that point is inconvenient and dangerous. It can 
be easily avoided by widening the culvert. 

Resolved: — That Messrs. C. B; Nelson, H. M. Drummond 
Hay and J. Temp'e with tlie Hon Secretary as ex-officio be 
elected a special sub committee to sit after the rising of the 
general meeting end draft letter to be forwarded by the Nnwara 
Eliya P A. to the Colonial Se retary enumerating the griev- 
ances dealt with at the meeting.” 

A Minor Road. 

Mr. B. A. Wallis Wilson next brought up the 
question of the upkeep of the Ambawella-Dimbula bridle 
path. He stated that Rs. 45 was given him to keep that 
bridle path in repair, but he found it insufficient. The road 
was used largely by the Sinhalese villagers of TJva who 
carried vegetables into Dimbula, where they bad established 
a trade. These villagers also bartered with coolies for rice 


in exchange for their produce. The road was hardly used 
by Tamil coolies. It was not an estate road, and he did 
not know why the estates there should keep up the road for 
the Uva villagers if Government would not increase the 
grant. 

The Chairman suggested that assistance should be 
solicited from the Dimbula P. A. and the estates in 
Dimbula whom the road served, also the D.R.C. of Nuwara 
Eliya should be asked for a bigger grant. 

Mr. Wallis Wilson' said he often asked, but it 
was not always he got what he asked for to keep the path 
in order. 

Mr. Temple said Diyagama coolies used the path 
on a Pongal day ; never otherwise. He had watched the 
traffic on the path since taking up a charge on Warwick 
Group and he worked an average of one cooly per day 
over it, while the Sinhalese villagers averaged over 20 per 
day. 

Mr. Drumond Hay bore out Mr. Temple’s remarks 
and incidentally mentioned who really were benefited by the 
existence of the path. 

Correspondence. 

The Secretary laid a letter on the table from the 
A. G A., Nnwara Eliya, intimating that rinderpest had 
broken out on Frotoft, Ramboda. I he Secretary added 
that he had also received a telegram from the G. A. the 
previous day stating that the outbreak at Froloft was 
serious. 

SP.C.A. 

The Chairman : There is a letter here from the 
S.P.C.A. soliciting our annual subscription to the Society. 
We have for years past donated Rs. 10 annually and I 
think we may give it again this year. 

Mr. Wallis Wilson : Does the money go into the 
pockets of someone in Nuwara Eliya or to the general fundi 

The Chairman; To the general fund. The S.P.C.A. 
keep a peon here, who is under the supervision of Mr, 
Phelp for the Nuwara Eliya district. He is expected to 
keep a sharp lookout and take offenders to the Court. 

■ Mr. Wallis Wilson : Well, he does not prosecute 
half enough. One has to go over the Ambawella road to 
know. 

The Chairman ; If you will see Mr. Phelp, after the 
meeting, I am sure he will do all he can to help you to 
bring the offenders to book 

Mr. Drumond Hay ; I have no objection to Rs. 10 
being voted to the S.P.C.A. who would do well to turn 
their attention to the P.W.D. and have some of the 
employers in that department prosecuted instead of keeping 
their eye on the carters. I do believe that the carter honestly 
tries to keep his bulls in condition and to look after them. 
It is the condition of the road that brings about the sores, 
and those who are responsible for producing it should in 
my opinion be prosecuted instead of the carter. 

Resolved: — ” That Rs. 10 be donated to the funds of the 
S. P. C. A.” 

The Chairman ; That concludes the business before 
the meeting. Mr. Nelson has a matter of importance to 
bring up. It will be quite in order for Mr. Nelson to do 
so under “ any other business properly brought up.” I will 
call on Mr. Nelson to speak. 

Government Agent Interferes with Water Right. 

Mr. Nelson ; Gentlemen, you know that anybody 
who invests in land generally looks primarily for water. If 




THE PLANTING GAZETTE. 


39 


he is satisfied that there is a supply to meet his require- 
ment, he would buy it. We planters do the same. Having 
bought the land a^r assuring himself that his water supply 
would prove equal to his demand — to be arbitrarily depriv- 
ed of it after he had learnt to rely on it is hard. And T 
like to know whether any Government Agent has a right 
to have it diverted ? I want to get this wrong done to me 
put right, as I look upon it not only as a wrong to me 
but a wrong to the whole of Ceylon, as it established a 
precedent which helps to deprive landownersof their settled 
water rights. In view of the serious nature of the step 
taken by the Government Agent, I propose that whereas 
the former Government Agent of Uva, Mr. F. J. Smith, 
granted a concession to Mr. L. B. Moore of Bombagalla 
estate to divert a part of a stream rising in land belonging 
to the Welimada Tea Company of Ceylon round the 
shoulder of a ridge into the Bombagalla estate, thereby 
emptying into a totally different watei-shed this Asso- 
ciation respectfully requests the Colonial Secretary to 
cancel that concession for reasons stated below ; — 

(1) That the concession deprives the owners of the 
land through which the stream runs of the reasonable 
enjoyment of the use of the water to which they are 
entitled by law. 

(2) That J;he owners of land are deprived of valuable 
percolation of water through their land by its diversion 
to another watershed. 

(3) That the gifting away of water righto from the 
purcha.sers of land who are influenced in the purchase by 
the existence of the water referred to is an unjust and 
unreasonable action. Gentlemen, in Welimada we want 
every drop of water we can get and I am not asking too 
much when I ask to have things put back to what they 
were before the concession was granted. 

The Chairman : Did you approach the present 
Government Agent 1 

Mr. Neison : I have ; but he is not inclined to 
admit that the action of his predecessor was wrong. 

The Chairman ; You have your legal remedy 1 

Mr. C. B. Nelson ; Oh, yes. 

Mr. Drummond Hay : Mr. Nelson should be supported 
by all of us to the hilt. We all know how jealous the 
native cultivator is of his water right for which he some- 
times stakes his life. If any one of them were to be 
deprived by estate proprietors of their water there is 
always a big row made by the headman and Government 
Agent. It is absurd that one of our estates should he 
deprived to the extent as Mr. Nelson has shown us. We 
should help him to have his water right back. An in- 
formal discussion followed, at the end of which Mr. Drum- 
mond Hay supported the resolution proposed by Mr. Nelson. 

The Chairman put the resolution to the vote and 
declared it carried unanimously. 

Mr. Drummond Hat : There is one matter, Sir, I 
should like information on, and that is in regard to the 
cost of transit on tea baskets. Most of us find it difficult 
to get bamboo to make plucking baskets, and we have to 
go further afield. Not very long ago we could have got 
up a hundred baskets by rail at a cost of Rs. 2 to Rs. 3. 
Now we are asked to book a whole truck at a cost of 
Rs. 22 to get up a hundred baskets, that practically doubles 
the cost of the basket. I think it is a most unfair charge 
to make. I believe there are other gentlemen in the room 
who have had the same difficulty to contend with. 


The Chairman ; I have had the same trouble, a hun- 
dr^ baskets costing me Rs. 12 I have information that 
it is not necessary to book a whole truck. You can by 
arrangement with others engage a truck, it need not 
necessarily be baskets ; the truck can bring mixed goods. 

Mr. B. Wallis Wilson : I had (he same trouble, 
my agent down there was asked to pay Rs. 23 on a small 
consignment of baskets. He refused to pay it, went back 
to the stores and wrote to me ; he had more sense than 
the general lot of them. He packed several baskets into 
other baskets, and sent them up at a cost of Rs. 5. I 
think it was for 50 baskets, it works up to 20 cts. the basket. 

The Chairman : I understand the freight has been 
raised owing to the baskets taking up such a lot of room 
in a truck. Several planters in Kandapolla have had to 
pay heavily on baskets. An enquiry is being made on 
representation, and we might wait till we hear more 
definitely. 

Manure Exposed to Damage. 

Mr. C. B. Nelson asked whether the C.G.R were 
not xpected to protect chemical manures at stations to 
which they were consigned 1 

The Chairman ; I know they do not put it into the 
goods-shed. 

Mr. Nelson ■. Welimade, Ambawella and Attarapitiya 
estates have manure consigned to Ambawella Railway 
Station. There the manure is slacked in the yard and it 
is thoroughly damaged in rainy weather before we can 
have it carted away. 

The Chairman ; This matter was brought up aliout 
two years ago. I think we might write and ask the 
General Manager to construct a temporary shed for storing 
manure. 

Mr. Drummond Hat proposed; “That the G.M.R. 
be written to and requested to erect at earliest possible 
moment a shed for consignments of manure for use on 
estates in Ambawella district, and that his attention be 
drawn to the fact that this request was made some years 

ago and that nothing has been done to remedy this 

serious grievance.” 

Ml’. Wallis Wilson seconded. — Carried. 

A vote of thanks to the chair propoied by Mr. 
Megginson, and seconded by Mr. Nelson, terminated the 
meeting at 2-45 p.m. 


MASKELIYA PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION. 

A General Meeting of the Maskeliya Planters' Asso- 
ciation was held at the Maskeliya Club last Wednesday at 
3 p.m., preceded by a Committee meeting at 2 p.m. Mr. 
Hew Kennedy presided, and there were present : Messrs. 
C. B. Prettejohn (Hon. Secretary) R. Maelure, L. A. 
Wright, D. Finch Noyes, C. E, Wedd, ,1. P. Chapman, 
W. H. Brymer, Chas. M. Henry, C. Creasy Hood, J. B. 
Cotton, S. Johnston, W. R. C. Chapman, J. Shannan 
Stevenson, Philip H. i^nwin, E. Allfrey, W. B. B. Braine, 
C. L. M. Scott, D. M. Gordon. R. McCorquodale, J. Cecil, 
H. Lane, R. B. Harvey, A. P. Juckes, F. Charnaud, F. J. 
Reiss, A. G. Speii-s, J. D. Malcolm, R. E. Rolfe-Rogers, 
and J. E. Massy, and R. Huyshe-Ebot (visitor.) 

The notice calling the meeting having been read by 
the Hon. Secretary, and the minutes of the last meeting 
havi ng been taken as read and confirmed. 
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The Chairman proposed the following resolution, 

which was passed in silence, the memhets standing ; 

“ That the members of this Association desire to record 
their sense of the loss they have sustained by the death of 
Mr. John Pole and Mr. H. J. Day, and wish to accord 
their sincere sympathy with the relatives. ’’ 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from Mrs. C. P. 
Haye.s expressing her deep appreciation and gratitude at 
the Association’s resolution of sympathy with her in her 
loss of her husband. 

A letter from Mr. T. M. Crowther was received ex- 
-pressing regret at his inability to attend the meeting. 

The Hon. Secretary road the following letter from 
tlie C. P. A. * 

Planters’ Association of Ceylon, 

Kandy, 11th May, 1913. 

The Hon. Skcbetahv, 

Maakeliya P. A. 

Dear Sir, 

1 write to bring to the notice of all District Associations 
rule XV. of the Planters’ Association of Ceylon. 

.Some few districts have regularly sent in to this office the 
names of the voters for each contributing estate ; but the 
registers show that in the majority of cases this has not been 
done for at least seven years back 

To enable me to bring my register up to date I shall be 
obliged if you will send me in now, and annually, a return in 
the form enclosed. 

Yonfs faithfully, 

(Signed) JOHN STILL, 

Hon. Secretary, C. P. A. 

{ Ruh Referred to. } 

“ Votes shall tie in the names of either membei'S, 
estates, or firms, and all estates and firms shall register with 
the Secretary the name of the person entitled to vote ; 
seven days’ notice of any alteration of the register must be 
given to the Secretary.” 

The Chairm.an hoped the members would help the 
Hon. Secretary to send the list asked for. 

Mr. L. A. Wrigh'i' wished to know if every European 
superintendent of estates is entitled to vo e. 

The Chairman : Only those of three years' residence 
and above. 

Plant Pkst-s. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the Secretary, 
P. A. of Ceylon, enclosing a letter from the Director of 
Agriculture, Peradeiiiya, forwarding the resolution passed at 
a meeting of the Committee of Agricultural Experiments 
regarding the desirability of compulaoiy proclaiming of 
plant pests on individual estates. 

Mr. Maclure thought it quite desirable to proclaim 
any estate affected with shot-hole borer in the interest of 
the planting industry. 

Mr. Wkdd wished to know what came under the des- 
cription of plants pests. 

Mr. Maclure ; As far as I know only shot-hole 
borer has lieen proclaimed a pest. 

The meeting at length came to the conclusion that the 
proclaiming of plant pests on individual e8tate,s is desirable 
in the interests of the planting industry. 

Kandy Cemetery. 

The Chairman .said that they had all read a great deal 
about the Kandy Cemetery in the papers. The graves and 
tombstones were in a very bad state of repair, and the 
attempt to improve the state of this old cemetery, he 


thought, should appeal to all present. This could only be 
done by private subscriptions, and he had no doubt that 
those present would put their names down to the subscrip- 
tion paper that would be circulated. 

Mr. L A. Wrkiht said that most of the tombstones 
and graves were those of the brave soldiers who fell in the 
conquest of Kandy. 

A subscription paper was circulated, and those present 
subscribed liberally. 

Hatton Railway Station and Shelter fob 
Fassenoebs. 

The Hon. Secretary read the following letter from the 
General Manager : — 

Ceylon (Government Railway, 

General Manager’s Office, 
Colombo, 31st May, 1913. 

Hon Secretary, 

Maskeliya P. A. 

Sir, 

With reference to your letter of the 21st May and parti- 
culars contained therein, I have the honour to inform you that 
there already ia a cooly shelter at Hatton station. 

2. I quite see the inconvenience that is caused to first 

class passengers at times when the pilgrim traffic is heavy, bnt 
it is a difficult matter to overcome as we cannot prevent them 
travellii.g by the trains, and aeeing that they have to do so, it 
ia necessary that they should be admitted to the platform at 
Hatton. As yon are aware, people of this class are not very 
amenable to regulations. • 

3. We propose to carry out considerable alterations in the 
yardat Hatton next yearincluding the lengthening of the plat- 
form and I shall be at Hatton before long when I shall take an 
opportunity of going into the whole question raised by your 
Association. Meantime I will give strict instructions with 
regard to the station being kept in a sanitary state, especially 
at times when pilgrims are about. I would also remind yon 
that persons congregating outside the station, whether going 
bj train or simply loafers, are not under my control. 

4. I understand the question of latrine accommodation for 
the outside public in the vicinity of Hatton Station is in hand 
by the Hatton Local Board. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your Obedieut Servant, 

(Signed) G. P. GREENE, 

General Manager. 

The Chairman thought the letter satisfactory, as the 
General Manager had promised to attend to the matter 
referred to by the Association. 

Mr. L. A. Wright proposed that the General Manager 
be thanked for the prompt and satisfactory manner in 
which he had dealt with their request. — Carried unani- 
mously. 

CooLT Depot at Colombo. 

The Hon. Seorktary read a letter from the Sahara 
gamuwa P. A., forwarding resolution regarding the above 

On the proposition of Mr. C. E. Wedd the meeting 
unanimously agreed to support the Sabaragamuwa P. A. 
resolution. 

Maskeliya Arrack Tavern. 

The Hon. Secretary read the following letter on this 
subject ; — 

Gangawatte, Maskeliya, 

28tb August, 1913. 

The Hon. Seorbtaby, 

Mukeliya P. A. 

Dear Sir, 

I should like to ask whether, in the opinion of this Asso- 
ciatioD, the present site of the arrack tavern is a suitable one. 
It is right in the middle of the kaddies, and in view of the large 
number of drunken coolies that are now so frequently seen in 
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its vieinity, I would suggest that the tavern be moved to some, 
less frequented spot. Unless this is done there is everj pro. 
bability of some coolies being run over. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) PERCY CHAPMAN. 

Mr. L. A. Wright agreed with Mr. Chapman and 
suggested that Government should choo.se another site other 
than in the centre of the kaddies. 

The Hon. Secretary : Is there any Crown resene 
laud available for Government to build a tavern if the pre- 
sent site is refused 1 

Mr. Massy thought there was plenty of room but the 
tavern had to be within the Local Board limits, which 
■would be a matter of some 7 5 yards or so. 

The Chairman thought it a good idea if the meeting 
decided to express the opinion that the present .site w.as 
unsuitable and also decided to refuse any new site. Ho 
did not think there was any one who wished to have a 
tavern in Maskeliya, but on the other hand 49 estates 
•were against it while the other three said that they did not 
mind. That showed that the tavern had been forced upon 
them. He thought it a good chance to have the taveini 
moved from Maskeliya by deciding that the present site 
■was unsuitable and refusing any new site. He invited Mr. 
R. Huysbe-Eliot to give his views on the matter as be has 
had some experiance as regards the Norwood tavern trouble 
which the Dikoya P. A. -ft-ere tackling. 

Mr, Eliot said that as regards the Norwood tavern 
the decision they got was that Government would 
erect a tavern on their own land, i.e., Provincial 
Road Committee road reservation. This they did and 
the renter started plying his trade in a fortnight. 
He deprecated the manner in which Government rushed 
these taverns ■ against the wish of the two districts 
and regardless of the welfare of the coolie.s. He 
condemned the action of Government in establishii.g 
these drinking shops in the centre of kaddies fi*equented 
by coolies. He thought it would strengthen the case 
of Dikoya if Maskeliya declared the present site un- 
suitable and refused a new' site. He suggested that 
Maskeliya should strongly protest against the site and 
hoped the Planters’ Association w’ould support them 
by expressing the disapproval of the action of Govern- 
ment in forcing taverns on these districts againts their 
■wish. 

In Favour of a Licenced Taveran. 

Objection to its being under the 
cooly’s nose. 

Mr. Maclure expressed the opinion that e.slal>)ishing 
a licensed tavern was a good idea. Illicit sale of 
arrack was carried on to a great extent and he did 
not think there was a single cooly line where arrack 
was not sold illicitly. The Government’s idea was to 
regulate the arrack traflBc and to put down illicit 
.sale with a strong hand and he thought it nothing 
but right that the Government should be given a 
chance of accomplishing w'hat they were aiming at. 

Mr, L. A. Weight : They can have that chance 
Avithout placing a tavern in the centre of the kaddes. 
A tavern half a mile away from the kaddes would 
do as well. The objection is to there being arrack 
available under the very nose of the cooly every time 
he goes for provisions to the kaddes. 


The Hon. Secretary said that the coolies spent 
their w^es within a few days of the receipt of pay 
chiefly in liquor. The difference l>etween licensed 
taverns and illicit places (kf sale of anack was that 
in one place they had to pay cash dow^n, while in 
the other they got drinks on credit, but that was 
only allowed to certain cooli<'.s. 

Mr. Henry endorsed all that fell from Mr. Maclure 
and speaking of Bogawantalav a he knew of a j)laceof illicit 
sale of arrack which thrived for yeai-s in spite of c?ideavourH 
to put it dowm. If Government was anxious to put down 
illicit sale of arrack they should give them e\ ery chance of 
doing so. He reineml>ered having spoken to the [nspeeU>r 
of Police as regards the large quantity of arrack sold illicit- 
ly, and the latter expre.s.sed himself as being (^uite helple.sR 
as long as the cooly ^>ukl ha^ e in his possession three 
bottles. 

Mr. Hood suggested approaching the planting repre- 
sentative through the Parent Association w ith a view to 
bringing the matter of arrack taverns in the centre of 
kaddies of planting districts Ijefure the Ijogislative Ctmncil, 
and, ill the event of failing, to obtain redress to take it 
further to the Home Government, 

After de.Kultory discussion it was decided on the 
proposition of Mr. Noyes to request Mr. Massey to refuse 
any site whatsoever, the latter agreeing to giv(‘ one 
month’s notice to the present renter and to refuse any new 
site with the sanction of the agents. 

jSeconU'Class Hotel for M.vskeliya, 

The Hon. iSecretaky read a letter from the Hon. the 
Government Agent, Kandy, with reference to an appli- 
cation by Messrs. Mivando Bros for a license for a second- 
class hotel at Maskeliya Uk sell litjuor to hfnia Jidf' residents 
and their guests and to casual visitors retjuiring liquor with 
meals supplied to tliem. The G. A. thought there was no 
objection to this, but wished to know the opinion of the 
Association, stating that it would not be a regular public 
house. 

Mr. P. H. Unwin said that there had been an apj)!!- 
cation by the same firm in 1910, and the feeling of the 
Association at that time was agaiii.st it, as it was feated it 
would be a public house where conductors, teamakers, and 
others would reisort to and get diiink. If it only served 
the bona fide travelling public ther^ should be no objection 
as it would l)e useful as large numbeis travelled to Adam s 
Peak. If worked on the Hnc-s of a public house it should 
be strongly objected to. 

Mr. L- A- Wright thought a second-class hotel would 
not be harmful on the line.s suggested as there was already 
a licensed drinking shop. He thought a second-class hotel 
would be of Ijenefit to the travelling public. 

It was thereupon agreed to reply that the Association, 
had DO objection to the granting of the license. 

Vetebinaky Surgeon for Hatton. 

With reference to the request of the Association to 
have a qualified veterinary surgeon stationed at Hatton a 
letter WM read from the Hon. ■‘the Golonial Secretary 
stating that Mr. A. M. Ahmat, a senior Stock Inspector 
would be .stationed at Hatton and Mr. G. B. de Silva, 
Assistant Veterinary Surgeon, would be stationed at Kandy 
and visit Hatton when required. 

Mr. L. A. Wright thought it was not clear whether 
the man referred to was qualified, and suggested pressing 
tbe matter further as there was a great demand for 
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the services of a qualified veterinary surgeon. There 
would be a deal of outside money coming in for such an 
officer’s services. A qualified veterinary surgeon at Hatton 
would not only be useful to Maskeliya, but to Dimbulla, 
Ambegamuwa, Dikoya, Bogawantalawa, <fec. He, there- 
fore, moved that the Hon. the Colonial Secretary be again 
written to the effect that the appointment does not meet 
the wishes of this Association and to ask for the appoint- 
ment of a fully-qualified veterinary surgeon as Stock Ins- 
pector to be stationed at Hatton. 

Mr. C. E. Wedd seconded. — Carried. 

Bunyan-Maskkliya Pkivate Cakt-Road. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the Hon the 
Colonial Secretary that Government was not prepared to 
take over the above road under the Branch Roads Ordi- 
nance, but that Governnment would continue to maintain 
the portion of the road forming an approach to tlie Maskeliya 
Hospital. 

Mr. li. A. Wright suggested to ask Government for 
a turning place at the Hospital, as at present they had to 
leave their cars at the bridge about quarter of a mile away. 
If there was a turning place this could be obviated. 

Mr, Harvey seconded this suggestion, which was 
unanimously carried. 

Blind Corners. 

The resolution received from the Provincial Road 
Committee, Kandy, on the above .subject was before the 
meeting. 

The Chairman thought that they could easily acquiesce 
to the re([UPsts contained in the resolution as it would be to 
the general good of the public, and moreover it would be 
a work for which they would be paid. 

The meeting unanimou.sly agreed to help the P. R. C. 
in the matter. 

THE RICE QUESTION. 

The Chairman’s Speech. 

The Chairman : Now, gentlemen, we come to the 
resolution standing in my name as regards the Rice Ques- 
tion. In touching upon the present price of rice and con- 
sequent heavy lo.ss which is sustained by every estate where 
the welfare of the labour force is considered, I feel that I 
am dealing with one of the biggest questions that has been 
before this Association since my residence of nearly 18 
years in the district. It will not be possible for Maskeliya 
alone to tackle such a question, and for that reason I say in 
my resolution that “ concerted action of some kind ” ls 
necessary. I will not bore you with a long list of figures 
and will try to be as brief as possible on the subject 
generally. You will all doubtless agree that for many years 
past we have seen nothing in the way of a steady drop in 
the price of rice, in fact it has been going up steadily till 
now we see the Colombo price in the Times of C&ylon is 
given as Rs. 4 90 to Rs. 4-95. Now there are but three 
possible cawises for a steady appreciation in price of any 
marketable article, and these are when the demand exceeds 
the supply, and increasing cost of production, or thirdly a 
ring controlling the market. In the case of first and second 
of these causes buyers have no option but to pay and look 
pleasant unless a substitute could be found. In the third 
case if a suitable article could not be found to meet ones 
requirements, there remain but two courses. The one to tight 
and break the ring, the second to take it sitting down and 


still continue to smile even though that smile be rather a 
sickly one. Now, gentlemen, there has been no shortage of 
supply norincreased demand of late years sufficient to. justify 
the enormous increase in the price of rice. There have been 
years when the monsoon has failed, and one expects a rise in 
prices for that year, but we have not seen, for certainly ten 
years past, any sign of the thermometer returning to normal. 
To my mind this clearly points to the fact that the price of 
rice is being deliberately kept up, and this can only be done 
by a very powerful combine with a very large command of 
capital behind it. You will readily admit that the breaking 
of such a combine or ring, if it exists, is a big thing to tackle. 
When I tell you, gentlemen, that the approximate value of 
the rice consumed by our coolies in Ceylon is about 
Bs.22,000,000,you will realise how gigantic such an attempt 
would be. There are, however, other ways of saving our 
estates from the present loss that is general in Ceylon. I 
do not wish to set myself up as an expert, for my knowledge 
of the question is very minute, but you will remember that 
Mr. Ryan, some years ago, went thoroughly into the pros 
and com of Burma rice, and I have lately, through the 
courtesy of Mr. F. H. Layard, read some further letters in 
which Mr. Ryan explains the reason why Ceylon coolies 
object to Burma rice, and how these objections could, in his 
opinion, l)e removed. I need hardly tell you, gentlemen, than 
were Burma rice made palatable to our coolies the ring in 
India, if as I said before it exists, would be absolutely 
broken up, and in any case with the supply practi- 
cally double the price would automatically fall to a 
reasonable figure. There are possibly other ways of 
bringing about this desired effect, but they ai'e for other 
brains to work out. And now, gentlemen, I will give you in 
a nut-shell the result of my figures. I may say at once that 
absolute accuracy is impossible without cii’cuiariring all 
estates for figures, and this I have hot done. My figures 
are worked out with the aid of that invaluable book 
“ Ferguson ’.s Directory. ” T have taken the amount of rice 
supplied to estates, the cultivated acreage in Ceylon, andmy 
results are worked out per acre. My figures give a cultivated 
acreage amouting to 621,058 acres consuming annually 
4,659,174 bushels of rice, the price of which in Colombo I 
have taken as R.s. 4-80. I have also assumed the average 
price at which this rice is issued to c^Iies as Rs. 4-80. The 
loss to estates is, therefore, the rail freight and cart hire, 
etc., oil the rice. The latter I cannot ascertain for the 
whole Island, so J leave any interested party to work out 
for his own particular district. The loss on rice for Ceylon 
delivered at the different railway stations alone totals 
Rs 2,108,4.52 per annum and the average loss per acre for 
the Island works out at Rs. 3-39 per annum. If you 
add to this the difference between the rate I have taken 
Rs 4*80 and the present rate Rs. 4-95 the rate per acre 
comes to Rs. 3*64 per annum. For Maskeliya alone I have 
been able to work out approximately the loss per acre as 
follows: — 19,308 acres cultivated, 143,810 bushels of rice 
consumed, Rs. 77,472 Joss on rail freight, Rs. 120,615 loss 
on rice delivered on eatates or Rs. 6 25 per acre per annum. 
If anyone would care to see the detailed figures they are 
here for that purpose. It will be seen that I have divided 
the Island into three groups, and have taken the average 
loss of each group in addition to the average over the Island. 
To the figures I have just given you must be added all costs 
of transport, storage, and other items from railway to estate, 
and I think an allowance of 20 cents, per bushel may be 
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considered fair]; near the mark and assuming this to be 
correct, the total loss on rice per annum works out at just 
over three million rupees. The loss you will see is very 
large, and it is money that should be in the pockets of 
shareholders. Something should be done, but the task is 
great requiring a deal of money, time and work. We, 1 
propose, should merely start the machinery in the required 
manner, and get the Parent Association take the matter 
up. The figures referred to are; — 

Loss ON Rice for Ceylon. 



05 B< • 

S ^ 

.a w a. 


Cultivat 

acreage 

Rice bus. 
annum 

O ^ 

2 ® 

^ a 

&C 91 ^ 

c® 

« ® c 

* . * O C 

»BS O a « 

.J 

Rs. C, Rs. 

1. Colornbo- 



Kandy 

Colon! bo- 




Kurunegalle,. 
Colombo-Galle I 
ColomboK.V. 1 
Kandy-Matale J 

|■3^|i^,^37 2,581,818 

67,890 

681,737 00 1-98 

2. Kandy- 1 

Talawakelle J 

1-172,191 1,290,432 

33.957 

649,156 00 3-77 

3a Talawakelle- 'i 




Bandarawella | 
Talawakelle- | 
Uda-Puss’wa J 

.104.630 786,924 

20,704 

777,559 00 7 43 


621,058 4,659,174 122,651 

2,108,452 00 3-39 

Makeliya 

19,308 143,810 

3,784 

77,472 00 4-01 


These figures I think fully uphold my contention that 
something should be done at once to bring about a better 
state of affairs. Now that tea is doing well and rubber 
is still paying handsome dividends and the Island generally 
is ill a prosperous condition, now is, I say, the time to 
tackle this rice question in earnest. If you agree with 
me in this, gentlemen, I would suggest that the 
resolution which stands in my name should be circulated 
to all district Assooiatons and that the Parent Associ- 
ation be asked to take the matter up. Before proposing 
my resolution I shall be glad to learn the views of 
the meeting on the subject. 

Mr. Stevenson suggested applying to Government for 
the reduction of rail freight on rice. 

The Chairman explained that even eliminating the 
railway rate, still there would be a loss of 25 cents 
per bushel, making 20 cents per acre per month. 

Mr. Stevenson inquired the price of rice on the rice 
field itself. 

Mr. Weui) suggested an attempt at getting the duty- 
on rice remitted. He thought there was no possibility 
of a corner in the trade, as the rice trade was greatly 
distributed among merchants and they could never 
combine. The reason for the price of rice keeping up 
steadily -was purely a matter of supply and demand. 
They should -look to new fields for their source of 
supply. 

Ah Alternate Food. 

Mr. L. A. Wright said that the subject before them 
Bud the keenness evinced in the question had encouri^ed 
him to bring, and shew to the members, samples of 
kurrakan as an alternate food for coolies. It was a f 
which coolies were said to take to with relish and one 


which was considered strengthening. He did nob suggest 
that they would live on it entirely, but thought a meal of 
rice and a meal of kurrakan might be taken alternately 
with advantage. Mr. Anson, who has gone into the matter 
rather thoroughly, had kindly sent him some figures and 
particulars which might be of interest to those present. 

It was believed that this article could be procured in 
the bwaars at Rs. 2-25 a bushel. Supposing the cooly was 
given half a bushel of rice, say Rs. 2-40, and half a bushel 
of kurrakan at Rs. 1-25, this would admit of a profit of 
Rs. 1*15 to the cooly^s good. If coolies could be persuaded 
to take this food as suggested above and, looking at the 
loss on rice with the price at Rs 4*80 or Rs, 5-50 per 
bushel in the district, he thought the loss could be reduced 
by 35 cents. The method of preparation was known to 
coolies and the samples before the meeting were as 
follows : — No. 1 had to be ppundeci and they got No. 2 
which had then to he ground in an ordinary grinder and 
they got a sort of flour. This the coolies cook in various 
ways, for instance as a pudding or porridge just like 
tapioca pudding. (Heie Mr. L, Wright produced for 
inspection some cooked meal of kurrakan). If they get 
coolies to take to kurrakan more generally than they 
were doing now it would be necessary to provide a 
grinding machine which could be worked in the factory. 
Bachelors as a rule had no one to attend to this part of 
the work, while married men could depend on their wives 
in getting kurrakan prepared for cooking. Apart from 
other points, if they used kurrakan and used less rice the 
result would naturally be to bring the price of rice down. 

Mr. JoHNSTO.v wished to know where kurrakan was 
procurable and if in any appreciable quantity. 

Mr. WniGJiTthoughtit was very largely grown in India. 
The large tracts of Buddhist Temporalities land and waste 
lands could be utilized for the cultivation of this grain. 
In Kurunegala district thousands of acres would grow kurra- 
kan to advantage. He heard that it was now procurable 
there at Rs. 1*75 a bushel. If planters were prepared to 
pay R.S. 2-50 or Rs. 3 per bushel a large acreage would 
soon be brought under this cultivation. To coolies this 
was no new food as it is largely used in India, and in fact 
the suggestion to use it as food for coolies came from the 
Assistant Labour Commissioner, who thought that, if 
generally introduced, it would popularise Ceylon. Kurra- 
kan had not the disadvantage of Burma ric^, which coolies 
disliked as they were not accustomed to it. Kurrakan 
was a food with which they were familiar. 

Mr. Noyes agieed with Mr. Wright as regards kurra- 
kan being largely used in India by coolies, and added that 
in some place.s their granaiy consisted of nothing else but 
kurrakan. 

Mr. Cotton endorsed the statement ttiat kurrakan was 
a food which coolies relished. He knew that in IJva 
Province coolies .sold their rice and bought kurrakan in 
instead. Kurrakan could be got from India, and it would 
certainly bring down the price of rice. He thought every 
one should give it a fair trial. Another article he would 
suggest, and one that was used by coolies, wa# Indian corn, 
properly cured and cleaned Indian corn could with advan- 
tage be given to coolies, say, for instance one part rice, 
one part kurrakan and another of Indian corn. Such a 
course would bring about a good saving. He believed 
kurrakan Indian corn could be procured in the 
low -country. 
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Mr. Wright emphasised the necessity of having some 
sort of giinding machine to facilitate the work of the coolies 
in using these article as food. 

Chairman’s Resolution Carried. 

The Chairman expressed his pleasure in observing the 
keenness displayed by the members on the subject and the 
very valuable information which the subject had brought 
about. He hoped the matter would be taken up by the Parent 
Association and discussed, as it was a subject of great 
importance. He referred to the suggestion for the reduction 
of rail freight on rice and as regards the statement that 
there could l)e no corner in Calcutta he asserted that 
there luual be somewhere such a thing to account for the 
steady mariner in which the price was being kept up. 
There was 33^ less lice consumed than ten years ago, and 
5^ less now than five years ago. In spite of this fact the 
price of rice had gone up and this could not be due to 
supply and demand. As regards the alternate food^ kurra- 
kan and Indian corn, suggested, bethought it would effect 
some temporary relief, but it was necessary that they 
should go further. He then proposed the following 
resolution “ That owing to the heavy lo.sses sustained 
by estates cmsequent on the high price of rice ruling at 
present, concerted aclion of some kind is a matter for 
immediate consideration, and this resolution lie circulated 
to all district Associations and the Parent Association be 
asked to take the matter up.” 

The Resolution was unanimously carried. 

A Recruiting Agfncyin India. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the Kelani 
Valley Plauterb’ Association forwarding the resolution on 
tbiH subject. 

The general idea of this resolution appealed to those 
present, but it was thought too vague to be supported and 
too important a subject to be passed over. Thereupon 
Mr. C. E. Wedd proposed “That this Association 
considers that the idea conveyed in the K. V. P. A 
resolution is a very good one, but it is much too 
vague at present and without sufficient details for this 
Association to support. 

Mr. A. P. JucKKS seconded. — Carried. 

LABOUR QUESTION. 

• Ia>cal Federation 

The next business in which a great deal of interest 
was evinced was a resolution in two parts standing in the 
name of Mr. D. Finch Noyes as follows: — “That this 
Association do support (1) Some scheme of District Fedra- 
tion which shall include, if possible, the neighbouring 
distrcta of Diisoyaand Bogawantalawa. (2)And that this 
Association do approach the Dikoya Planters’ Association 
with a view to forming a District Labour Federation for 
Dikoya, Bogawantalawa, and Maskeliya. 

Mr. Noyes said : I know that the idea of a local Labour 
Federation is an old one, and has already been discussed by 
this Association. I believe that in 1908 it was thrown 
out by a very small majority, but I think you will s^ree 
that the labour situation to^ay is far worse than in 1908, 
and I feel sure that in advocating local Federation to-day 
I have the support of a great number of you, and I hope we 
shall be able to persuade those who are either uncertain or 
against the idea to come in with us and give us their 
support in organising some form of District Labour 


Federation which will, I feel absolutely confident, help us 
in Maskeliya as it has already helped the districts of tJda- 
Pussellawa and Kaiutara, who have bad the pluck to 
adopt some form of Federation and not only adopted it, 
but what is more seen it through. Before saying any 
more I should like to point out that a local Labour 
Federation would in no way clash with the Proprietors* 
Labour Federation. As far as I can see one should help 
the other. The P. L. F. has doubtless done a certain 
amount of good in the past, anH should its new rules come 
into force it should do .still more good ; but I feel that 
what we want is more local co-operation, that is to say, 
some form of District Federation which will prevent the 
cooly or rather the karigany from using the tundu system 
as a lever to obtain fresh advances, in our own district at 
any rate. Federations in the past — at least those engineered 
by the Kandy Committee — have not been an unqualified 
success, chiefly owing, no doubt, to their having gone dead 
against laws of supply and demand, and also I feel sure 
because they have started federation from the. wrong end, 
that is from the top downwards. From my own experi- 
ence I think men are far more likely to favour a local 
Federation ruled by men they know and, what is still 
more, who know them, than they are to trUst their 
interests to any body of men in Kandy, able and 
public spirited as these men undoubtedly are and always 
have been. The form of Federation I would advocate 
for ourselves is either a purely local one or one in which we 
could ask the neighbouring districts of Bogawantalawa and 
Dikoya to join. Pereonally I am rather in favour of 
starting off on our own, but of course that is a matter for 
this Association to decide. Now a Federation to be 
effective must have as few rules as possible and those 
few as simple as possible ; in fact the only rule that I 
would propose is, “ That no member’ of the District 
Labour Federation take on another member’s coolies 
without the paying off member’s consent in writing.” 
I think that, is all that is necessar y except for regulations 
as to the formation of a Federation Committee. Now, the 
great argument that one hears against local Federation is 
that it drives coolies out of the district ! Well, gentlemen, 
all I can say is that this has not been the case with TJda- 
pusseilawa and Kaiutara. I will quote youfromlettere from 
those districts. Mr. Wilson, a prominent member of the 
Udapussellawa P.A., writes : “Our Federation has been 
working .smoothly and well for the past three years, it has 
undoubtedly helped to settle labour, and has strengthened 
our hands immensely. Every estate in the districts belongs 
except one, and the superintendent of that estate, even 
conforms to our rules.” Mr. Gamier writing me fiom 
Kaiutara says that nearly every European estate belongs 
and that they have practically no labour troubles at all 
With reference to Kalujara I ought to explain that they 
have no Federation to be absolutely exact, but that their 
P.A. rules contain the following rules which, to all intents 
and purposes, makes them into a local Labour Federation. 
The rules read as follows : — “ That no coolies paid off in 
this district be employed by members of this Association 
without the written consent of the manager paying off the 
coolies, and in oases of dispute between the employer paying 
off and the would-be employer the matter be referred to 
the Committee for settlement, and that their decision be 
binding on both parties.” I think, gentlemen, that what 
Kaiutara and Udapussellawa can carry through we can too 
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and I do hope the idea will go through incur own district 
if not in others. One of the great advantages of a local 
Federation, to my mind is that in time it would enable us 
to issue to the Labour Commissioner in India a prospectus 
showing the rates of pay ruling in the district, and also 
stating what Maskeliya offers in the way of free passages 
for new coolies, keeping individual coolies’ accounts, 
bonuses in the shape of rice or money to the parents of 
large families of children too young to work and any other 
advantages we may decide upon among ourselves. I feel 
sure that uniformity in such matters would improve the 
districts’ recruiting prospects tremendously at the coast. It 
may be considered an Utopian and quite impracticable idea, 
but I look forward to the time when each district would 
have its own local federation — one might almost call them 
local Government Boards — arranging and settling all local 
questions and combining with each other in matters of vital 
importance to the planting industry as a whole.. I know 
we already have our District P.A.’s, but they have not the 
power a Federation would have, as you know at our 
meetings it is very often a case of a deal of argument and 
little result. A federation to be successful must be 
unanimous. Gentlemen, I hope you will all come in and 
give this scheme your support. So far we must admit we 
have all played for our own ends and the result has Ijeen 
chaos, to say the least of it. Let us try playing the game 
by each other instead. 

Mr, L. A. Wright in seconding the resolution said he 
had not much to add, but wished to say that some years 
ago he was against local federation as he thought it would 
be driving labour away from the district. The result 
achieved by Kalutara and Udapussellawa had practically 
falsifteld that idea. The scheme to his mind was nothing 
more or less than merely enforcing coui-tesy among 
planters — a courtesy which obtained among them before 
the vexed question of labour demand arose. 

Mr. Wedd saw no real objection to the scheme, but 
thought it rather a big question to tackle. The I'. L. F. 
should, he thought, lie given a fair ti-ial and this matter 
allowed to be in abeyance till then. If the P. L. F. prove 
unsuccessful this scheme can be taken up. 

Freedom of the Cooly. 

Mr. Maclurf. said that though Mr. Noyes’ case 
appeared to be good yet he would have to opjwse it. 
If the local Federation decided that it was not right to take 
on each other’s coolies in Maskeliya or Dikoya without the 
consent of the paying, off employer, he thought it also 
wrong to take on Dimbulla coolies, for he thought Dimhulla 
men as much his neighbours as Maskeliya or Dikoya men. 
The scheme would interefere with the liberty of the cooly 
and that would be a sad thing. Some yeara ago when a 
Commission was held all the witnesses were against anything 
that would interfere with the liberty of the cooly. Accord- 
ing to the Local Federation Shceme if a cooly wanted to 
leave and his employer did not want to pay him off he 
would be forced to remain where he was. The cooly had 
as much right for change as he (the speaker) or any of the 
members of the Association. 

Mr. Brtmer did not think that local Federation would 
place the cooly’s liberty at stake at ail. It was not the 
cooly who wished to move, but the kangany for the purpose 
of obtaining fresh advances obliged the cooly to do so. 

Mr. Chapman thought that if the liberty of the cooly 
was interfered with it might harm recruiting. 


Mr. Noyes did not think the scheme would interfere 
with the cooly’s liberty. He asked them to play the game. 
All present had a sense of fair play and no one would ever 
use the Fedration as a lever to oppress the ciwly. What was 
wanted was that they should play the game by each 
other. Everyone remembered the result of the Nichol- 
.son-Grand plebescite. Maskeliya advances stand well 
over Rs. 40 a head, while in Kalutara, where the planters 
are supposed to crimp each other’s coolies who actually 
i-ecruit from the coast, the advances are Rs. 30 all round. 

Mr. W KDD wished to know if the conditions at Mnskeliya 
and Kalutara were identical. 

Mr. Noves ; No, but the conditions at Maskeliya and 
Udapussellaw a are aljout the same, perhaps Udapussellawa 
is much worse. 

The Chairman thought that what Mr. Maclure said 
was true as iegard.s tying down the cooly to an esale, but, 
on the other hand, tying down for him as far as the district 
is concerned would lie good. He thought that they should 
set about the matter carefully. He did not think it would 
in any way he an impediment or opposition to the new 
P. L. F. It would simply be a district affair with perhaps 
Dikoya and Bogawautalawa and Dimbula. It would not 
affect the P. L. F. in the slightest degree. If, they thought 
the scheme worthy of a chance they should give it a trial. 
If on the other hand, they thought otherw ise they .should 
throw it over. He invited Mr. Eliot, as Chairman of the 
P. L. F., to .say if the scheme would lie harmful to the P. L. F 

P. L. F. Cuairma.n’s View. 

Mr. Eliot said that if the members of the local body 
were also members of the P. L. F. it w ould do no harm. 
He said that what was said of Kalutaraand Udapussellaw 
was quite correct, and the Federations there wor ked very 
successfully. He, however, thought theconditions different 
at Kalutara, where there was a settled labour force on very 
low advances while Udapussellawa could compare with 
Maskeliya as with Maturatta, which too had a little 
Federation of its owji. He thought Maskeliya should 
include Dikoya, which i.s only .sepaiated by a ridge. He 
did not see any harm provided the members joined the 
P. L. F. also. With reference to tlie latter he said that 
they were receiving excellent support even better 
than they expected, no less than 75 per cent, having 
joined them. A few in Maskeliya had not yet come in, 
and he wished proprietors and superintendents would see 
their way to agree to conditionally. The Federation would 
no doubt be of immense benefit to the whole Island. A good 
number of those who did not like the old rules had joined. 
Few were still holding out, saying nothing short of legislation 
would bring aboot the desired state of affairs. 75 percent, 
did not think so, and be hoped co-operation would eventually 
be productive of good results. 

The Chairman : I have federated as 75 per cent, have 
done so. I am sure the rest will soon join us. 

Mr. .loHNSTON wished to propose an amendment. 

Mr. JucKEs thought to decide an important matter like 
the present there .should be a ruling majority. 

The Chairman wished to know what was meant by a 
ruling majority, 

Mr. JucKEs pointed out that to submit the Kalutara 
rules to the house would not be right as those absent, say 
30 or 40, might not join, in which case they could not be 
forced to do bo. 
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Mr. L. A. Wright thought the scheme might be 
pMsed, and, if subsequently a small minority did not wish 
to join, it could be brought up again and thrown out if so 
desired. 

After some discussion, the Chairman put the first 
part of the resolution to the meeting as follows : — 

“That this Association do adopt the K. V. P. A. 
Federation Rules.” 

The voting resulted 10 for and 14 against.— lAist. 

The second part, “ That this Association do approach 
the Dikoya Planters’ Association with a view to forming 
a District Labour Federation for Dikoya, Bogawantalawa 
and Ma.skeliya,” was put to the vote and resulted as follows; 
25 for, 4 against, — Carried. 

With the usual vote of thanks to the chair the meeting 
terminated — Matqle Cor.^ August 28th. 


URUGAU PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the Urugala P. A. was held at Delpo- 
tonoya Store on August 30th, 1913. Present Messrs. 
J. P. Burke, R. C. H. Ellis, R. Burke (by proxy), and 
Wyndham F. Baker. 

It was resolved that the Government Agent be 
written to to ask him, in view of the handsome way in which 
Government lorries are paying on the Bangalla Road, to 
place a lorry to run tietween Kandy and Deanstone or 
Nugatenne. Proposer, Mr. R. C. H. Ellis; .seconder, 
Mr. R. Burke by proxy. 

Bead rules of Proprietors' Labour Federation, and 
members of this Association were asked to support same. 

Read letters re Jurors' Batta for Supreme Court. 
Resolved that this Association agrees that the present rate 
■of batta is insufficient, and that it supports the motion of 
the Dimbula P. A. 

It was Resolved that the Chairman of the District 
Road Committee be asked to widen and improve the riding 
road from U rugala cart road to the bridge over the Bom- 
braoya. Proposer, Mr. Wyndham F. Baker, seconder, 
Mr. J. P. Burke. 

There was a short discussion re the high price of rice, 
.and it was resolved to leave the matter over till the next 
meeting. 

(Signed) WYNDHAM F. BAKER, 

Hon. Secretary. 


KALUTARA PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION- 


A general meeting of the Kalutara Planters’ Associa- 
tion took place at the Club House, Tebuwana, on Satur- 
day. The attendance was not very large owing to the 
football match at Taldua. Mr. G. H. Golledge presided, 
and those present were : — Col. R. D. Vizard, Messrs. F. J. 
Ingleby, H. Inglis, F. W. Bridge, D. C. Miller, H. M. 
Stratford, A MacDonald Smith, J. Ferguson, L. M. W. 
Wilkins, R. Broome, A. T. S. Boyle, H. MacLaren, W. 
Lintott, H. A. Nance, W. E. Adam, J. Lawford, Philip 
Hanbury, G. C. W. Malet, C. E. A. Dias, W. P. H. Dias, 
D. M. Goonewardene, J. V. P. Abeyawardene, and J. W. 
Oldfield (the Hon. Secy.) A Committee meeting preceded 
■the general meeting. At the opening of the latter the 
Chairman apologised for the small attendance. 


Complaint Against a Toddy Tavern. 

The Secretary rend a letter from Mr. R. O. West- 
land, of Eiriwanaketiya, Nehoda, complaining of the 
toddy tavern on the boundary of Madola estate and stating 
that toddy was brought all the way from Kalutara to 
Madola. 

A letter from Mr. Norman complained of the silting 
up the Kudaganga with sl^ which considerably hampered 
transport. 

A Rice Ring. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Maskeliya P. 
A., containing the following resolution : — 

“ That owing to the heavy losses sustained by 
estates consequent on the high prices of rice ruling at pre- 
sent concerted action of some kind is a matter of immediate 
consideration. 

The Chairman said it was a very serious question. 
The high price might be due to a ring ; it looked very much 
like it. The time had come when they should take some 
steps towards finding out whether the cost of rice could 
not be reduced. Some time ago they tried Rangoon rice 
which was much cheaper than Calcutta rice, but they 
found it did not keep — the only objection to it For that 
reason it required to be specially cured. As far as he 
remembered their Commis.sioner8 were sent over to investi- 
gate the question, but they were told the millowners were 
not prepared to put down any special machinery to meet 
their requirements as the trade was not sufficient. They 
should now investigate with a view to erecting machinery 
in Colombo or with a view to combining to give a big 
order to the millowners in Rangoon — such an order as 
would induce them to supply them with a stated quan- 
tity per annum. He thought they could get their rice 
properly cured then, end it would . be suitable for their 
labour. The question was coming up in Kandy, and there 
they should leave it for the present. 

A CooLY Depot fob Colombo. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Sabaragamuwa 
P. A., which contained the following resolution: — “That 
owing to the difficulties experienced in Colombo by our 
coolies going from Ceylon to India, that the C. L. C. be 
requested to open a dep6t in Colombo, similar to the one in 
Tuticorin with a staff of peons, that the coolies may be 
supplied with the necessary tickets, etc. 

The Chairman said that this was somewhat old history. 
The object of the proposal was being carried out. Tenders 
for the carrying out of the proposal had already been called 
for. 

Cattle Disease. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Kelani Valley 
P. A., which contained the following resolution : — “ That 
Government be asked to add to their staff of Inspectors 
and Veterinary Surgeons to better cope with disease in 
general.” 

Cruelty to Animals.. 
s. p. c. a. inspector to work in the district. 

The Secretary read a letter from the Hon. Secretary 
of the S. P. C. A. requesting the Association to establish 
an agency in the district and to guarantee the pay of a 
peon, sub-inspector or Inspector for six months, and that 
the Association select a member to act as honorary agent 
tor the district. 
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Mr. Lewis Walker, the S. P. C. A. Secretary, was also 
present. 

The Chairman said that the letter had been duly con- 
sidered at the Committee meeting, and it was lelt that the 
matter was one to be dealt with by the general meeting 
as it effected all estate cattle generally. Mr. Walker had 
very kindly come down to give some idea of what it would 
cost them to employ an Inspector in the district for the 
purpose of detecting cases of cruelty to animals and prose- 
cuting the owners or drivers. It would be superintended 
by one or two of the members of the Association, as hono- 
rary supervisors. He then called upon Mr. Walker to 
tell them something of that work. 

Mr. Lewis Walker’s Explanation. 

Mr. Lewis Walker said that on several occasions, 
people living in that district had spoken to him privately 
about the state of the bulls and horses in the district, and 
the letter written by him was with a view to eliciting their 
opinion. To speak frankly he said that he knew very little 
of that district himself, having only paid odd passing visits 
now and then. But he did not think there could be much 
doubt that there was ample scope for the work of the 
Society if properly supervised. The roan who supervbed 
any work of the Society must be one who took a genuine 
interest in it i not to act simply as a recorder and send in 
a written record of the cases taken and probably of cases 
not taken up. Such w’ork was tremendously open to bri- 
bery and corruption, he knew from experience. On the 
other hand, that was no argument why such work should 
not be taken up, because at any rate, if there was a certain 
amount of corruption, that was the very fact why a man 
should be under the supervision of somebody who was 
really to be trusted, and that would serve as a deterrent. 
He arrived that morning by train at Kalutara, and there 
he got into a hired gharry and drove down. When he 
got some distance he found the ghatrywallah saw- 
ing the horse’s mouth. He got out in disgust, and to 
his amazement, he found the horse’s mouth w’as raw and 
the flesh broken inside. He had to turn the gharry back 
and commandeer a bicycle and gob there. If anyone 
would kindly take up the work in the district, it would cer- 
tainly mean a cessation of cruelties as in the instance men- 
tion^. He was talking to the Inspector-General of Police 
the previous night on that very subject. He bold him that 
the one way of ensuring efficiency was for the agent to 
occasionally go out for a day or two, so that the officer 
might see that his work was being watched, and interest 
taken by those above him. The Society had had ample 
experience of agents up and down Ceylon who would not 
take trouble. In such cases, the agency would be sus- 
pended for the time being. If, however, they thought 
such an agency would be useful and were willing to 
start it and there are one or two willing to take a 
genuine interest in the work, then so far as he could 
see there was ample scope. The agency work was 
then explained l>y Mr. Walker. If they wished to start 
with a sub-inspector on a salary of Rs. 26 a month, the 
Committee would expect that the Association should guaran- 
tee something about his wages. If he were to be employed 
for six months that would come to Rs. 1 50, which was not 
a very large amount considering that there are 70 estates 
in the district, as he understood. The officer would be en- 
tirely at the disposal of the agent, and he could perhaps 


have his headquarters in Kalutara. He could call at the 
estates where a sort of patrol book might be kept. At the 
end of every month the agent would send to Colombo a 
record of the work for the month, and of cases which had 
been taken — something like a diary for the month. Then 
by return post or very nearly so, he would get a cheque 
for the month’s pay. The cost of the man would be more 
than what the Association subscribed, because there w’ould 
be batta, travelling expenses, etc., which the Society w'ould 
pay. All that the Society asked was reasonable support. 
(Applause.) As regards a w’orkin^ officer, he said . he 
could provide one from Colomlio. 

Mr. Miller : Are these men trained in veterinary 
knowledge. 

The Chairman : The Committee nominated by your 
Committee was : Massrs. R. Gamier, Ingleby, Dias, and 
Trafford Lewis with the A,G. A. Mr. Lewis could not 
sit so Mr. Dickinson was elected in his place. 

The meeting confirmed the appointment of that Com- 
mittee. 

Complaint ke Alutgama R. S. 

The Secretary said he had written the General 
Manager of the C. G. R. relative to the delay passengers 
experienced at Aiutganm R. S. ow'ing to the inadequate 
exists. The General Manager had replied that the matter 
was being enquired into. 

Toddy Tavern. 

Mr. W. Lintott, Superintendent of Patiipola estate, 
under date April 10th, wrote to the P. A. as follows : — 

Dear Sir, 

The new toddy tavern put up in January last, about J mile 
on the Kalutara aide of Tebuwana, ie proving a great nuisance 
to this estate, and I shall be obliged if you will kindly bring 
the matter up at the next meeting. 

Pietiously cases of drunkenness were not frequent, and, 
although no doubt toddy was obtainable in many houses near, 
the coolies did not congregate to drink as they do now, and 
many of my Tamils are now in the habit of going there and 
frequently return drunk. Toddy is sold at 10 cents a bottle. 

The Secretary having forwarded this letter to the 
Excise Commissionei's, Coloiubu, received on acknowledg- 
ment saying the matter would be enquired into. 

An Official Report. . 

On June 28th the Excise Commissioner wrote to the 
Hon. Secretary enclosing a copy of the Assistant Commis- 
sioner’s report on the subject which was as follows : — 

The toddy tavern referred to in these papers was opened on 
11th October, 1912, and the monthly consumption there has 
averaged about 186 gallons. 

Only fifty coconut tiees have been coupled to supply it with 
toddy, and tests made in A|iri] and May show that their yield 
is poor, i.e., the toddy tavern has unquestionably had a small 
supply. , . 

The supply is delivered late at this toddy tavern and is 
frequently consumed within tw’o or three hours— being in fact 
quite inadequate for the demand. 

The toddy tavern is one of those bought up by VV. B. 

Gordiyann Fernando of Beniwala, and there is no doubt that 

he, in collusion with the arrack renter, has deliberately sup- 
pressed the sale of toddy at this tavern. 

I have visited this toddy tavern personally on a consider- 
able number of occasions and am certain that all the above 
statements are correct ; I have to the best of my recollection 
only once seen this tavern really doing any substantial 
business. 
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The Matugama Inspector, Mr. E. 6. Perera, hae been ins. 
triicted to pay ireqnent surprise visits to this toddy tavern and 
to send his peons there also. He wili also inquire at the Tebn- 
wana Police Station regarding any cases of drunkenness ; the 
station is close by. 

As yun know, the alcoholic strength of toddy as sold in 
taverns averages perhaps 3A per cent, roughly — in fact it is 
weaker than weaker Lager beer and its power to intoxicate is 
very limited. On the other hand the arrack tavern at Tebu- 
wana sells arrack at a strength not lower than 27 u.p., and in 
May, 1913, sold no less than 507 gallons. To my mind, the 
inference is irresistible that the drunkenness must be attributed 
to drink other than toddy. 

(Si^ed) A. C. ALLNUTT, 
Assistant Commissioner of Excise. 

The Coolies Call. 

Mr. Miller wished t« know whether coolies were 
allowed to take away toddy from the taverns. In that 
ca.se toddy would be kept to ferment and the alcoholic 
strength would be more than 3^ per cent. 

The Chairman said that they could take away toddy. 

Mr. Lintott said that his coolies did not get drunk 
on the estate. They went away between tapping time and 
taking names and returned drunk, perhaps paying out of 
his scrap. 

The Chairman : Do your coolies pass the arrack tavern 
before getting to the toddy tavern 'I 

Mr. Lintott : There is no doubt that they pick up 
drink at each place. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Inglis said his experience was that there had 
certainly been, an improvement. Before his coolies could 
just go across the Itoundary and get toddy at the 
villagera' . houses, but since there had been heavy fines 
of Ms. 100 and Rs. 1.50 on villagers, that had nearly 
stopped. Now the cooly found it very hard to get 
toddy, and had to go down to Tebuwana. 

Mr. Miller: I have got a new one on the estate. 
That is why I am rather interested. 

Mr. Dias said Mr. Inglis was looking at it from the 
point of view that he had no tavern close by his estate. 

Mr. Lintott said although the tavern was a new 
institution at Tebuwana the coolies could go anywhere they 
liked round the estate and get toddy. He had never seen 
an Excise officer to report to. He could put him up to a 
place where cooltos could get drink while they were tapping 
and probably .they paid for it out of his scrap. 

The Chairman said that it was not for the Excise 
Officer to come to them but for them to send for him. If 
they could give information as to where drink was illicitly 
sold it was the officer’s busineas to find it out and suppress 
it. They had to be fair in these matters. The whole 
thing has not been started long enough to say exactly 
what the ultimate results are going to be. When the figures 
were tabulated then would be the time to criticise. When 
they were absolutely certain drink was on the increase it 
was their duty to bring to the notice of the Excise officer 
any illicit sale. That was the best way to help Govern- 
ment officers to suppress the illicit sale of drink. 

Hospital at Agalawaite Sanctioned. 

The Secretary announced that since the last general 
meeting the Agalawatte Hospital has been sanction^. 

The Secretary read the letter addressed by the Asso- 
ciation to the Secretary, Medical Wants Committee, and 
the reply received, in which it was stated that the site for 
the hospital had been approved and steps were being taken 


to acquire it, while the Director of Public Works had been 
requested to prepare plans and estimates for the construc- 
tion of the hospital with a view to the work being com- 
menced duting the current financial period. 

Ferry at Anouedwatota. 

The Secretary read a letter addressed to the Director 
of Public Works on the unsatisfactory state of the ferry at 
Angnniwatota, where at present there were neither moor- 
ing posts nor ropes, while the paving did not extend below 
the lowest water level and what paving there was at pre- 
sent presented a mast uneven surface. 

The reply from the Director of Public Works was to 
the effect that as a temporary measure pending permanent 
improvement, which he proposed to bring up for considerar 
tion with the estimates of 1914-15, the existing paving 
would he adjusted as far as possible and mooring posts 
fixed. 

The Chairman : I think we may consider that satis- 
tactory. 

Agalawatte-Badurella Road. 

The Secretary read a letter with regard to the re- 
construction of the Agalawatte-Radureliya road to the 
effect that the Director of Public Works bad been instructed 
to make a detailed survey if necessary Wore finally con- 
sidering the question of construction, and that no provision 
had been made in the estimates for 1913-I4 for the 
purpose. 

Usual Complaints Against P. W. D. 

The Secretary read the following letter addressed to 
the Director of Public Works by the Association. 

12th June, 1913. 

Sir, 

I am directed by my Commitiee to draw your attention to 
the backward state of repairs of all roads in the Kalutara Dis- 
trict, making special mention of the following 

(1) Horana Warakagoda Road-This road is at present 
almost impas.sable, and the Anguruwatota-Warakagoda section 
is in a decidedly dangerous condition. 

(2) Horana-Nambapana Road — The Committee regrets 
that the condition of this road shows no improvement, although 
the District Engineer, Kalutara, stated some months ago that 
it would ail be in good order by the end of June. 

(3) Nagwla-Matugama Rood— This road is now in a very 
bad state ; in some parts all the sorface of the road has been 
washed away and the foundations are fully exposed. This road 
has been in this condition for some months and repairs hare 
only just been started. 

In conclusion I am directed to state that the feeling in the 
district is that as regards the condition of roads we are very 
badly served, and that compared with other Districts, our roads 
are in a very bad state. 

The Official Reply. 

The Director of Public Works in replying under date 
25th .August forwards a copy of a letter from the Provin- 
cial Engineer, Western Province, on the subject. It was 
further stated that, realising that more attention was re- 
quired in the Kalutara District in the matter of roads and 
works than can be given by one District Engineer, the 
District has been divided into two and that another Dis- 
trict Engineer has consequently been appointed to Pana- 
dura. The enclosure of the Provincial Engineer to the P. 
W. D. was : — 
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Zlst August, 1913. 

SIB, 

In continuation of my letter No. 915 of 30-6-13 I have the 
honour to state that as I have now travelled over all the roads 
complained of by the Kalntara Planters' Association, an ad- 
dition to my original report becomes necessary as follows ■ 

(ol Horana-Warakagoda Road— This road which was ori- 
ginally a minor one with a gravel surface and inadequate water- 
ways IS being gradually improved by track-metalling and the 
provision of additional culverts. Where it has not as yet been 
improved and were subject to inundation it becomes very bad 
during rainy weather and I consider that the portion from 
Warakagoda to the Anguruwatota ferry loaves very much 
to be desired, though I do not agree that it is in a " decidedly 
dangerous condition.” Every effort wili he made to improve 
this portion of the road. 

Mr. Walker : Sometimes we get men who are 
trained. We get men with a certain amount of training, 
and, as a rule, we train them ourselves. 

Mr. Miller : How do you teach them 1 

Mr. Walker ; He goes round with the other Inspec- 
tors of whom there are five in Colombo, and picks up his 
business. It does not require a man a very high know- 
ledge of veterinary science. W’hat knowledge is required 
is very simple. 

Mr. luQLKBy ; Can you pro.secute Sinhalese who have 
many dogs 1 

Mr. Walker ; The Ordinance covers any animals, 
even fowls or any living creatures. 

Mr. Adam ; Is the Inspector allowed to .shoot a dog 
under the circumstances t 

Mr. Walker : Not without Police sanction, I can 
give you the terms of the Ordinance. 

Mr. Adam : I have got permission to destroy all the 
pariah dogs in Kalutara district. (Laughter.) I can give 
him the permission. 

The Chairman said they all agreed that an Inspector 
was really necessary, and the cost would probably lie Ls. 
5 per estate He suggested that they circulate a list not 
only in that room but to all the estates. Mr. Walker's 
remarks would appear in the Press, and not only would 
superintendents see those remarks, but also proprietors and 
agents. There would be no difficulty in collecting that 
money and guaranteeing the first year's subscription, possi- 
bly Bs. 300. He suggested they pass a resolution to that 
effect. With regard to the honorary agents Col. Vizard 
and Mr. Tngleby, gentlemen living in different directions 
had kindly undertaken to do the supervising work. They 
could not find two better gentlemen. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Inglis asked Mr. Walker if he would want a 
guarantee. 

Mr. Walker: If there is any reasonable prospect of 
support I do not think ray Committee would absolutely 
in-sist on a guarantee. 

Mr. Ferguson : How can you guarantee any amount 
until you have actually collect^ it? 

Mr. Inglis : The Association will guarantee it, and 
hen send round a list. 

The Chairman : The A.ssociation can guarantee aiiy- 
hing in a general meeting. 

Mr. Inglis then proposed .- That this Association 
guarantees the sum of Rs. 300 (inclusive of the Association 
subscription for one year) the salary of a sub-inspector apd 
that the members of the Association be circulated te ob- 
tain the necessary funds. 

Mr. Bridge seconded. 

5 


Mr. Ferodson suggested that the amount be collected 
and not make any guarantee. 

The Chairman said they were guaianteeiiig it and 
accepted the responsihility. 

Mr. Ferguson : Then you will pay it out of Associa- 
tion funds 1 

The Ch.airman : Yes unless we get it. 

An Amendment. 

Mr. Febgu.sson then proposed an amendment that 
Subscriptions be collected as soon as pos.sible and after as- 
certaining what was likely to be got a guarantee should be 
given. 

Mr. Wilkins seconded. 

Mr. Inglis : My object in asking for this guarantee 
now was that the inspector miglit be sent down at once. 

The Chair.man ; The subscription will be Ra. 275 
and the Association will provide the remainder. I think 
that is fair. 

The amendment was lost by 9 votes to 7 and the 
original motion was then carried- 

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the meeting 
to Mr. Walker for coming down and giving them an idea 
of the work of the S. P. C. A. 

A list had been sent round the meeting and the 
Chairman announced that Rs. 150 had been collected. 

“ANOTHkR Briberv House.” 

The Chairman said that there was a good deal of 
correspondence with reference to Kalawels Police Station 
and he was very pleased to say that it would be opened 
.shortly. 

A voice : Another bouse of bribery. (Laughter.) 

The Chairman said the Committee had written to the 
Inspector-General thanking him. 

Excise Advisory Committee. 

The Secretary read the letter from the A. G. A., 
Kalutara, on the subject. 

The Chairman said that that letter had been snbse- 
qently withdrawn, as the names .should be nominated by 
the C. P. A. He had since received a letter from the C. 
P. A. and Mr. Inglis) had kindly consented to he nominated 
as a member of the Excise Advisory Committee to the 
district. He hoped the Association would confirm it. 

Mr. Inglis explained that he allowed his name to be 
sent in as Mr. Golledge made him understand that a name 
had to be submitted before the general meeting. It was 
left te the Association to find another if they thdhght fit 
to elect. His name was simply sent in just to keep things 
going. 

The Chairman: I think Mr. Inglis will suit nicely and 
.1 don’t think he is going to escape. (Laughter.) 

Mr. Oldfield : I propose that Mr. Inglis lie per- 
manently appointed. 

Mr. Miller : 1 second it. — Carried. 

A Fixed Rate for Collecting Scrap Rubber. 

The Sechetahy read a letter from Mr. Dakeyne to the 
effect that if pos.sihle the amount paid for collecting scrap 
rubber be reduced by two cents. 

Mr. Nance : What is the present rate ! 

The Secretary : It varies. 

The Chairman said that it had been discussed in 
Committee. It was very difficult to fix a standard rale for 
anything and the Committee recommended failing that, 
thatin view of the serious fall in the prices, it was desirable 



60 


THE PLANTING GAZETTE. 


that payment for No. 1 scrap on all trees over 7 years old 
should be at the rate of one cent per ounce dry. He said 
that it would be admitted as quite a sound expression of 
the views of the district, because they must realize the time 
had come to begin retrenchment of some kind, more special 
when one learnt of the exorbitant prices paid for scrap not 
neces-sary in that district. That would be a very good way 
of making public their views in that district. They would 
consider that a fair rate for the whole district. 

The motion was agreed to unanimously. 

Mr. Lintott suggested that the rate be from the 1st 
January. 

The Chairman : We cannot make a hard and fast 
rule ; this is only a recommendation. 

Serious Crime on Estates. 

The Secretary read a letter from the A. G. A., 
Kalutara, asking that in all cases of serious crime the local 
Headman, as well as the Police should be informed. 

The Chairman said that it simply meant that such 
cases must be reported to the local Headman and the 
Police. 

International Rubber and Allied Trades Exhibition. 

The Secretary read a letler received from the orga- 
nising Manager of the International Rubber and Allied 
Trades Exhibition, which requested the patronage of the 
Association. 

Tropical Medicine School. 

The Secretary read letter from the Secretary of the 
C. P. A. on the .subject of Dr. Bahr’s leaflet on Tropical 
Diseases. 

The Chairman .said that it was considered in Com- 
mittee, some time ago, and it was thought that the Asso- 
ciation could very well afford to subscribe a small donation 
towards the worthy fund. The Committee proposed the 
payment of the sum of £f>, and asked that it be sanctioned. 
The circular referred to the London School of Tropical 
Medicine. 

This was agreed to. 

A District Railway. 

“ A Very Considerable Step Forward.” 


The Chairman said the Committee had considered 
the question of a district railway, and there was a good 
deal of con-espondence on the matter. That day they hjad 
read a letter from the A. G. A. which was a very considerable 
step forward. 

The letter from the A. G. A. was as under : — 


, 2nd September, 1913. 

Sib, 

With reference to the proposed railway through K<alu. 
tara district from Panadura, I have the honour to inform yon 
that I suggested to Government that I be authorised to cuter 
into consultation with the Committee of the Kalutara Plan- 
ters’ Association, and to prepare a full statement of probable 
traffic with reference to each of the possible routes, and to sub- 
mit it with guarantees for the information of Goveniment. I 
have been authorized by Government to do so. 

Please let me know when the Committee can arrange to 
meet. 

I am. Sir, 

Y our Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) G. F. PLANT, A. G. A. 


(i) Horana-Nambapan.a Road - Work on an estimate bear- 
ing No. 261 and sanctioned on 17-8-11 has been carried out in 
this road, which I am informed has effected a great improve- 


ment and I therefore cannot agree with the opinion of the 
Kalutara Planters' Association. .Although if more attention 
he paid to the shape of the road and metal already piled be con- 
eolidated, an improvement will result and I have given orders 
to the District Engineer to attend to this matter at once. 

(e) Nagoda-Matugama Road— This road is not in such 
a bad state as represented. As reported by the District 
Engineer there are three miles which can be considered bad and 
work was hampered on these miles on account of rinderpest 
preventing the transport and consolidation of metal. Steps 
have now been taken to repair the miles in question. 

In conclusion 1 shall be glad to pay every attention to the 
reasonable demands of the Planters of this District should they 
care to address me direct on these matters and would point out 
that it is difficult to msintain roads in this locality where they 
become so often submerged by water and where in most cases 
they are lacking in foundation, in width, and in sufficient 
waterways - due to their having been minor roads of rough and 
resSiy construction in the first instance. 


I am, &c.. 


(Signed) E. 
August 21.st, 1913. 


H. VAN DEKSTRA ATEN, 

P. E., W.P. 


Question op Far-Reaching Importance. 

The Chairman said that on the question of roads they 
were very careful in drafting the letter to the D. P. W. 
to be quite sure of their facte. There seemed to be much 
difference of opinion on the adjectives used and their 
meaniug as understood by the Provincial Engineer. He 
seemed to be offended for having gone past him on this 
occasion. In so far as the Committee was coiicemed, there 
was no slight intended for the Provincial Engineer, but 
considering the question of such far-reaching importance, it 
was the natural thing to write to the Director of Public 
Works. It would appear that what they bad stated more 
or less was borne out and proved in the reply they had 
received. Alxiut the Horana-Warakagoda road, the Pro- 
vincial Engineer does not agree that “ il is in a decidedly 
dangerous ” condition. He (the Chairman) went over that 
road. To put down large slabs of stone and cover them 
with mud, he considered dangerous ; in another case a 
culvert was put in and filled with mud — he called that 
dangerous. 

With regard to the Matugama-Nagoda road it was 
said that the metal was there and not used. He could 
not see it, it must be overgrown. (Laughter.) Whether 
that was due to rinderpest or not he could not say. There 
must be some means surely to roll the metal in case cattle 
were not available, in order to push on with the works. 
A steam-roller might have been used. (A voice ; It has 
arrived at last. Sir.) 

They had not exaggerated their case in the least, if 
they had given offence in bringing forward their complaint, 
it was not done intentionally. Any way their roads would 
in future receive better attention. 

The Secretary did not think they could accept the 
excuse given by the Provincial Engineer in the case of the 
NagodarMatugama road. 

Postal Matters. 

The Chairman announced that since the last meeting 
a service between Kalutara and Matugama had been insti- 
tuted. They fully appreciated that benefit which was due 
to the Post-master-Qeneral for taking the matter up. They 
bad already written to him thanking him. 

[We are holding over the discussion relating to the 
plant pests till to-morrovr.] 
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Rcbbbb os thb Railway. 

Mr. Dias moved that rubber be included in the 4th 
class of goods on the railway, the same as tea, for freight 
purposes. 

The Skcketaby seconded. 

Mr. Inqleby suggested that the matter shoulrl lie 
thoroughly thrashed out in Committee before they scut 
anything to Kandy. 

Mr. Ferguson seconded. 

Mr. Dias withdrew his motion and Mr. Ingleny’s 
suggestion was agreed to. 

The Auditor. 

Mr. Miller was elected the Auditor. 

Absence from Meeting. 

On the motion of Secretary it was agreeil that any 
member of the Committee who fails to atteud three 
consecutive meetings ceases ‘ipso faclo ’ to be a mem- 
ber, but is eligible for re-election. 

The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the chair. 


DOLOSBAGIE AND YAKDESSA PLNTERS’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


A Committee Meeting of the above Association was 
held at Pen-y-laii at 9 a.m. on August 27th, 1913. 
Present ; Messrs. M. H. Reeves (Chairman), A. J. Stephens, 
H S. Popham, M. B. Blount, A Sudlow, F. R. Bisset, T. 
J, Wilson, E. W. Morris, T. Smith and E. G. Box (Hon. 
Secretary). This was followed by a General Meeting at 
which were pre.sent, in addition to the above mentioned, 
Messrs. R. Mallaby, E. D. Skinner and the following 
visitors Messrs. W. P. Hodgson H. B. Schofield, N. 
Crosland, and N. Lee. 

Before conimencihg the business of the meeting the 
Chairman referred to the death of Mr. Charles Laing of 
Mossville which took place in .July last. He propo.sed a 
vote of sympathy with Mrs. Laing and othermembereofihe 
family, which vote was passed in silence, all the meniliei-s 
standing. 

Roads. 

Read correspondence with the Hon’ble the Colonial 
Secretary with reference to the Barnagalla Pen y-lan 

cartroad . . 

Read correspondence with the D. R. C., Kandy, "ith 
reference to the Cattarem-Ingurugalla bridle road. 

It was decided that the D. R. C. be asked to make 
a special grant of Rs. 50 to put the ford in good order and 
that the estates will keep up the road. 

Lantern Hill-Sosierest Cartroad. 

Mr. Stephens then proposed the following resolution 
which was seconded by Mr. SuDLOW “That Government 
be awain urgently requested to take over and connect the 
Lantern Hill-Somerset cartroad with the Government 
cartroad at both ends, thus making it Government 
out.” Mr. Stephens in a speech of some length saicl that, 
only three years ago Government had connected the 
Craighead factory road with the Somerset-Untern Hill 
road by a really good cartroad, had built substantial coo y 
Unes and overseer’s quarters, rwely occupied, on the side 


of this road and it now refuses to take over this four mile 
section at present under the 1902 Ordinance. Mr. 
Stephens said that the two estates Somerset and Cooroon- 
doowatte had to contribute al)out tAvo-thirds of the annual 
a.sae8smeiit, and that unless Government comes to their 
help they will probably withdraw, and if so, the road will 
be almitdoiied. He did not think Government should 
hesitate to take over this portion when there are Govern- 
ment roads at each end depending on these four miles for 
connection. If coiiuecterl he thought that other estates 
that .now use the Somerset-Nawalapitisa outlet would 
use this road, as at present they are liable to Iw assessed 
for construction and annual upkeej) if they do so. 

Read letter from P. R. C. re blind coiners on iiiaiu 
roads. 

Railways. 

Read letter from Kelani Valley V. A. asking for the 
support of this As.sociat ion to its scheme for an extension 
of the K. V. Railway to Bulathkohupitiya. 

It was decided on the proposal of Mr. REKVKb*, 
seconded by Mr. Popham, that, the Association c-ontinues to 
support the Kegalle scheme, which would be of much 
greater benefit to this district, 

Read letter from ^Mr. Blount continuation of the 
proposed railway through Kegalle to Hatgampola or 
Aranayaka. 

This matter vvas referred to Mr. Popham as repre.sent* 
ing this A.ssociation on the Kegalle P. A. sul>Comraittee. 
(h’MER P. A. K Iv-SOLUTIONS. 

Read letter ami resolution from the Kelani Valley 
P. A. with refereiToe to the founding of a recruiting agency. 

Tt was resolve<l that this Assixiiatjon considers the 
details of the st'herae insufficient to enable it to give it its 
support. 

Rejwl lettei and resolution from the Saliaiagarnuwa 
P. A. with reference to the opening of a depot in Colombo 
to help coolies and kanganies going to the coast similar to 
t he one at Tuticorin. 

The meeting expres.scd itself strongly in favour of 
such a depot^ as it considered the one at Tuticorin to be 
verv successful and to lie doing good work. 

" Read letter from the Hoii’ble the Government Agent. 
C.P., re tea leaf thefts. 

The meeting wav of the opinion that these thefts of 
tea had ceased. 

Head lettei from the Parent Association re the 
compulsory proclaiming of plant pests. 

The meeting was of the opinion that the compulsory 
pTOclairaing of pests was not desirable. 

Read letter and resolution frotn the Dimbula P. A. 
regarding the present rate of batta allowed to witnesses in 
Ciown ca.ses. 

This resolution had the support of the meeting. 

Read letter from ilr. James Rett referring to the 
local Postmaster. 

The S. P. C. A. 

Read letter from the Hon. Secretary, Ceylon Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, asking for the 
support of the planters in this district. 

The meeting was of Hie opinion that posecution by 
the S. P. C^A. had liecome very frequent in the district. 
Cai-t contractors complained that they had been fined for 
using bulls with but a slight abrasion of the skin, such as 
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might have been caused during a single trip from the estate 
to the railway station, these abrasions teing more often 
caused by having to travel over stretches of unrolled metal, 
and by the general bad condition of the road, rather than 
by any fault or cruelty on the part of the cartmen. 

One member complained that a bull had been detained 
for a fortnight in the Gampola animal refuge. Be. 1 per 
day being charged for its keep, but the animal arrived 
back on the estate in a much poorer condition than when 
it went into the refuge, and had to be rested three weeks 
before being put to work. 

It was resolved that a letter be sent to the Hon. 
Secretary, C. S. P. C. A., calling his attention to the 
matter. 

The Hospitals. 

Read Mr. Wilson’s report on the Dolosbage Hospital 
as follows ; — 

I visited the Dolosbage Hospital on the 19th instant. 
The Doctor was in charge at the time of my visit. The 
latrines, bathrooms and hospital grounds were all clean 
and in good order. There were no complaints made to me. 
All patients were inside the wai'd at the time of my visit 
and appeared to be well cared for. There were 19 males 
and 15 females in the hospital at the time of my visit. 
The wards were rather overcrowded, there being 34 
patients in the hospital, whereas the hospital provides for 
20 patients only. All servants were present at the time 
of my visit, and I did not notice any infringements of the 
hospital regulations. There are two drains taking 
drainage away from the hospital, which come through 
hospital grounds down to the oartroad. These drains 
are badly in need of attention. One drain is only 
cemented as far as the top of the bank and from there it is 
simply an open earth drain for about 40ft. down on to 
the cartroad, and there is always a large deposit of refuse 
from the hospital collected in it. These two drains should 
be made concrete drains from the part where the concrete 
drain now stops on to the culvert which takes the water 
under the road. This will then prevent refuse from the 
hospital collecting in these drains as it does at present 

(Signed) T. J. WILSON. 

Read Mr. Box’s report on the Nawalapitiya Hospital 
as follows ; — 

I visited the Nawalapitiya hospital on the 25th 
instant. Dr. Peries was in charge at the time. The 
wards looked clean and well kept as well as the bath- 
rooms and lavatories. The grounds were not so tidy as 
usual owing to the building operations in progress and 
building materials lying about. There were 65 patients in 
the hospital, which contains 46 beds. The male wards 
were not overcrowded, there being one bed unoccupied, 
but in the female wards which contain 14 beds there were 
34 patients. At the date of my last visit. May 1 3th, the 
P. W. D. were just starting the work of building the new 
wards, but I regret to state that during the intervening 
three months, with the exception of the foundations and 
three or four coursesjof brickwork, nothing has been done. 
Given to a contractor in May and built of brick as they 
promise to be, these buildings might easily have been 
ready for occupation by now. Taking into consideration the 
usually crowded state of this hospital, not to mention the 
inconvenience to the staff and discomfort to the patients 


caused by having tljp workmen about the place and the 
noise of the building operations during all these months, 
this slow rate of progress is very much to be condemned 

(-Signed) E. G. BOX. 

*■ The Secretary was instructed to send copies of these 
two reports to the P. C. M. 0. for bis information and to 
request him to take action in these matters. 

Mail. 

Owing to the recent temporary loss of a mail bag 
between Nawalapitiya and Dolosbage it was resolved on 
the proposal of Mr. Bisset, seconded by Mr. Wilson, that 
the P. M. G. be asked to see that more care be taken in 
the despatch of Dolosbage mails from Nawalapitiya to 
Dolosbage in view of the recent delay to the mail letters 
of Sunday, 17th August, and would suggest that if extra 
runners be employed they be compelled to travel with the 
usual mail carrier. 

With a vote of thanks to the chair the meeting 
terminated. 

6th September, 1913. 

(Signed) E. G. BOX, 

Hon. Secretary. 


MATALE PLANTERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


A genera] meeting of the Matale Planters’ Association 
was held at the Borron Memorial Hall at 1-30 p.m., pre- 
ceded by a Committee meeting at 1 p.m., on Saturday, 
30th August. The Chairman, Mr. A. Thorp, presided 
over a record attendance of 44 members, which included 
Lt.-Col. E. Gordon Reeves, Messrs. Harry Storey, Hodgson 
Bell, H. D. Garrick, E. M . Le Feuvre, E. M. Biggs, W, 
Inner Short, C. Ross Wright, W. A. Tytler, J. B. Tennant, 
W. L. R. Bartnim, .1. C. Tribe, R. P. Gorton, Allen B. 
Thomson, L. E. Thomas, D. A. Steele, R. M. Eckert, W. 
H. FitzPatrick, H. W. Vickers, Dan Joseph, John A. M 
Bond, M. E. Waddilove, J. L. Hayden, C. A. Evans, 
D. A. Miles, Louis Piachaud, G. V. Neave, N. V. Forrest, 
Gerald Abbott, G. Allday, and the following as visitors, 
Messrs. Melville Parker, P. L. Molyneux, A . T. Bantock’ 
S. Grenier, Francis Talbot, G. Andrews, M. H. Batten, 
W. Weber, G. B. B. Williams, I. Whitworth, Christopher] 
J. M. Evans, Dr. E. Langley Hunt, c.m.g., I. M. O., and 
Mr. H. S. Cameron (Honorary Secretary). 

The Late Mr, Jas. Westland. 

The Honorary Secretary having read the notice calling 
the meeting. 

The Chairman said : Before commencing the regular 
business of the meeting I wish to place on record in the 
minutes of the Association our deep sorrow at the loss of 
Mr. James Westland. Mr. Westland was one of our most 
valued, enthusiastic and sincere members. Unfortunately 
he was not able to attend our recent meetings owing to 
ill-health, but previously he hardly ever missed a meeting. 
He certainly foresaw our troubles with labour and he was 
one of the pioneers of direct recruiting from the Coast. He 
attempted direct recruiting some 10 years ago, and im- 
ported a large gang of Telugus at his own expense. His 
great service to the planting interests can be best gauged by 
the fact that he was ^uen the life membership of the 
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Planters’ Association of Ceylon, an honour that had only 
been previously conferred on one other gentleman of the 
planting community (Sir William Duff Gibbon), I propose 
that we record in our minutes our deep sorrow at the loss 
of Mr. James Westland, and do request our Secretary to 
write and express our sincei-e condolences with Mrs. West- 
land and the family at their irreparable loss. 

This was passed in silence, the whole house standing. 

The following letter from the Hon’ble the Government 
Agent, C.P., to the Chairman was read ; — 


Gammsduwa, 

8th May, 1913. 

The Honorary SrcRETARY, 

Matale P. A. 

Dear Sir, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the Gth instant for which 1 
think you. I feel honoured by your Association for considering 
my name and hare no objections to their submitting it to tlie 
Assistant Government Agent, Matale, as an additional J. P. 
and U. P. M. for this district. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) W. J. WESTLAND. 


Sir, 


The Chairman, 

Matale P. 


A. 


Kandy 25th May, 1913. 


1 only saw the announcement of the death of Mr. James 
Westland in the paper this morning. Had I known of it I 
would most certainly have attended hie funeral to show my 
resrect for him, and I much regret my absence, ft was only a 
few days ago that I recommended to Government that he 
should be made a J. P. for the Island in recognition of his life’s 
work. 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Signed) G. S. SAXTON, 


A copy of this letter was sent to Mrs, Westland, who 
replied conveying her thanks for the expressions of sym- 
pathy. 

The minutes of the last meeting having been taken as 
read, the following letter was read ; — 

Kandy Cemetery. 

Coolbawn, Nawalapitiya, 

10th hfay, 1913. 

The Honorary Secretary, 

Matale, P. A. 

Dear Sir, 

Since my letter of 3rd Marcli was written, a copy of wliich 
I enclose, the Kandy Cemeteries Committee has been doing its 
best to find out how much Government will do towards putting 
both Cemeteries in better order, and the Committee propose a t once 
tobeginandgetthegrave-stonesthatrequireit putin betterorder. 
So far the only subscriptions that have been paid in have been in 
response to ray appeal to the P. A. Committee. Will you kindly 
air the matter in your Association, and give tliose who wish it 
a chance of subscribing ? The subscription is limited to Rs. 5. 
The repairs required to the wall, etc., of the Garrison Cemetery 
have been estimated for by the P. W. D. , and the matter is to 
be placed before Government and the military authorities as 
there is some doubt as to the Department which should carry 
out the work and maintain the place. This was the position on 
the 28nd ultimo and is all I have to report at present. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) P, R. SHAND- 

The Honorary Secretary said that this was no new 
subject to the members as they all must have heard about 
it. It was a worthy object and deserved their support. - Sul> 
scriptions would be received by Mr. Shand or the National 
Bank, and remittances should be marked Kandy Cemetery 
Reclamation Fund. 

A paper was circulated and most of those present 
subscribed. 

A letter was read from the Land Settlement Officer 
re coconuts and plants. 

A Planting J. P. 

With reference to the selection of Mr, W. Jas. Westland 
as a J. P. for the district (the appointment which has 
since been sanctioned by Government) Mr. Westland had 
addressed the following letter to the Association : — 


Rinderpest. 

A letter was read notifying that rinderpest was pre- 
vailing in Migalla village in Asgeriya Palasiyapattu. 

The Chairman said that this disease among cattle was 
very bad all over the district and it was very kind of the 
A. G. A. to have sent the notice. It so happened in these 
cases that such notices were considerably late when brought 
before the meeting of the Association, as it was some two 
or three months after the notice that a meeting was held. 
These notices however appeared in the papers. 

Theft of Estate Produce. 

The Honorary Secretary read the following letter ; — 

The Kachchcri, 

Matale, 18th June, 1913. 

The Chairman, 

Matale P. A. 

SW, 

In view of the complaints which liave reaclieil me regarding 
loss of tea in transit from estate factory to Englanii, I have the 
honour to invite your attention to Police Court, Matale, case 
No. 40360— a case of tlieft of tea effected between the factory 
and the railway station by boring a hole into a cliest and 
extracting the tea, the hole being subsequently filled up, I 
would suggest that this be brought to the notice of members of 
your Association in order that they may be on their guard 
against similar frauds. 

I am. Sir, 

Yours, etc., 

(Signed) W. T. SOUTHORN, A, G. A 

Kandy-M.atalb Train Service. 

The Honorary Secbeiakh read a leuei from the 
Knuckles, Kelebokka and Panwilla Planters’ Association 
forwarding the following resolution : 

“ That the General Manager, C.G.R., be requested to 
resume the 9-15 a.m train from Matale on Sundays.” 

The Chairman wished to know if this train had since 
been resumed. 

Several Voices ; No. 

Mr. Garrick, in supporting the above resolution, said 
that be himself had pei-sonally experienced the incon- 
venience caused by the discontinuance of this train, for when 
he had to travel a fortnight ago on a Sunday he could not 
do so as the train had not yet been resumed since its dis- 
continuance in January last. He saw no reason why it 
should not be resumed. 

Mr. Bell said that while the meeting was considering 
this subject he wished to advocate the resumption of the 
last evening train and suggested asking the General 
Manager to luin the present 5 p.m. train from Randy to 
Matale at such a time as to enable connection with the 2-30 
p.m. from Colombo as before. The reason adduced for 
starting the evening train at 5 o’clock, about half-an-hour 
before the arrival of the Colombo tnun, was that it was 
dangerous to run night trains over the Matale line owing 
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to the serious lireaches caused liy the January rains, a.s 
these Irreaches had been temporarily bridged up with sleeper 
cribs. But during the Kandy Perahera night trains did 
run at 1 or 2 o’clock. It must be admitted that it was very 
inconvenient to have only one train from Colombo (the 7-45 
a m.) As it wa.s the 5 o’clock train might lie made to wait 
half-an-hour longer at Kandy and thus connect with the 
Coloinlio afternoon train. 

Mr, H.vvden agreed with Mr, Bell and added that 
another inconvenience was that the English mails 
when they arrived late in Colombo were now delayetl a day 
owing to this arrangement whereas, according to the old 
arrangement, they received the mails the same day. 

Mr. Biggs said that he heai-d both from guards 
and drivers that it was very dangerou.s to run night trains 
with the line in the present state of tempiorary repair. 
When they ran the Perahera night trains they did so with 
rejieated fog signals, and he (the speaker) having his bun- 
galow by the side of the line knew and felt it to Ms co.'t, for 
the fog signals were placed not on'y to maik lireache.s imt 
at places w here slips were likely to occur. 

Mr. Br.r.L thought that by starting the evening train 
iialf-an-hour late they would be able to pass the dangerous 
pl.tces or breaches before dark, 

Mr. G.tURiCK did not agree. 

The Chairman wished to know if Mr. Bell proposed 
to submit a resolution. 

Mr, Bell suggested adding this as a second request 
along with the Kunckles, Kelabokka and Panwilla P. A. 
resolution'. 

The HoNOH.tRY Secretary seconded and thereupon it 
was unanimously agreed to add the following reijuest : “ and 
also to resume the old connection with the afternoon mail 
from Colombo.” 

Batta to European Witnesses. 

The Honorary .Secretary read a letter fiom the 
.Dimbulla Planters' As.sociation forwarding the following 
resolution : — 

(1) “ That this As.sociation request the Government, 

in their own interest, to immediately amend the present 
rate of batta allowed to witnesses in Crown Cases to a late 
consistent with the present hotel prices, to which there is 
no reduction. (2) That all other Associations be required 
to back this up.” 

It was pointed out that the batta for European wit- 
nesses at present was Rs. 4-50 a day. 

The ChAiRMAN said that he' did not understand why 
European witnesses were paid less than an oidinory juror. 
He suggested asking Government to raise the scale to that 
of the batta to European jurymen, 

Mr. Bond wished to know how much jurymen got. 

The Chaikm.an ; Rs. 7-50. 

Mr. Hayden suggested that European witnesses who 
attended District Court cases be also included. 

Mr. Bell said that he was under the impression that 
Estate proprietoi's got Rs. 7-50 and Superintendents only 
Rs. 4-50 when .serving on the jury. 

Hotel Charges. 

Mr. Storey wished to mention in this connection that 
the hotel Managers had raised their charges, attributing 
the change to the fact of their having to pay increased 
wages to servants. He did not see the reason why, when 
they could combine to increase their charges to visitors, 


the Manager could not combine to keep the wages of sevants 
down. 

Mr. Garrick proposed supporting the Dimbullla P. A. 
— Carried unanimously. 

Plant Pests. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the Director 
of Agr iculture submitting the resolution re the desirability 
of compulsory proclaiming of plant pests on individual 
estates. 

The Hon. Secretary explained that the subject had 
beeir before the General Committee of the P. A., who 
had rcfu.sed to reply to the resolution till the opinion of 
the District Associations had been obtained. 

The Chairman said that the general feeling was that 
everything possible should be done to stand out pests, but 
all were of opinion that nothing could be done. ^ It w as 
suggested that one should report his neighbour when he 
noticed pe.sLs in the latter’s estate. Shot-hole borer was 
prevailing U) a large extent, and something should be done 

Lieut. -Colonel Reeves said that every man should 
first know what was the nature of the pest, let alone 
having a fight with his next door neighbour. 

The Chairman thought that it was generally under- 
stood that estates affected with shot-hole borer should not 
sell tea seed w hile the same applied to canker in cocoa. 

Mr. Waddilove thought the prohibition was on plants 
and not .seeds. 

The Hon. Secretary ; Plants of some districts only. 

Mr. Bell .said that this was a matter for the Plant 
Pests Board. He had been a member of the Board for a 
long time, and it liad never’ been called upon to do much. 

The Chairman asked whether they thought compul- 
sory proclaiming of pests desirable. He remarked that it 
wa.s rather a large order and invited the opinion of Mr. 
Garrick as rnemlrer of the Plant Pests Board. 

Mr. Garrick said that the Association must give an 
opinion on the matter as he knew the Board had put off 
flora time to time auy decision in the matter for the ex- 
press purpose of learning the wish of the District Associ- 
ations. He would Ire present at the next meeting of the 
Board and promised to see what could be done Person- 
ally he expressed himself as in favour of compulsory pro- 
claiming of pests on individual estates. 

Mr. Biggs ; The shot-hole borer trouble has existed for 
■sonre yeai-s, and planters as a rule cut down and burnt 
affected trees. They should be allowed their own means 
of stamping out the pest. He suggested taking no notice 
of the matter. 

The Chairman submitted the resolution to the meeting 
and the voting resulted as follows : 8 for and 14 against 
comnulsory proclamation. The resolution was lost. 

TEt.EGRAPH Office foe Elkaduwa. 

The following resolution stood in the name of Mr. M. 
E. Waddilove on the subject ; — 

“ That owing to the growing importance of the district 
and increased acreage in cultivation Government be asked 
to open a Telegraph Office at Elkaduwa” 

On Mr. 'Waddilove rising to speak on his resolution 
the Chairman pointed out that Government would demand 
a guarantee of Rs. 3,000 to grant a Telegraph Office at 
Elkaduwa and asked whether Mr. Waddilove was prepared 
to give this guarantee as it was usual for Government to 
ask for it. 



66 


THE planting GAZETTE. 


Mr. WiDDiLOVS expressed himself as being ignorant 
of this requirement. As a matter of fact he remembered 
getting a Telegraph Office at Koslande without any such 
guarantee. 

Mr. LeFeuvbe said that some three years ago 
Government made them give a guarantee of Bs 3,000 in 
the event of its sustaining a loss. 

Mr. Waddilove thought in that case there was no use 
going on with the resolution at present and wished to 
withdraw it, and get more particulars. 

Mr. LeEeure said the kaddie-keepers would not join 
though in the event of his succeeding they would derive 
benefit. 

Mr. Waddilove thought at present there was some- 
thing like Bs. 600 available. 

It was thereupon proposed that Mr. Waddilove do 
write to the P. M. G. on the subject and obtain more parti- 
culars, ajjd the motion was accordingly withdrawn. 

Telephone. 

Mr. Bond, while they were on the subject of the 
telegraph, wished to know the result of the suggestion to 
have a telephone installation for Matale district He 
thought thfe subject was mooted some time ago, and nothing 
had been heard yet. 

The Chairman said the proposal had been shelved. 

Mr. Storev explained that the matter was really in 
abeyance pending the placing by Government of the whole 
telephone system in the Island on a firmer and sati.sfactory 
basis. This was expected after the visit and report of Mr. 
Preece, the expert. It was believed after Mr. Preece’s 
report Government would soon take step.s to bring 
the telephone system to a good standard. But this so far 
had not resulted. 

Mr. Bond said that Matale was a very large district 
and growing in importance, but it was one of the few that 
had not a telephone installation. He thought it would be 
very advantageous to have a telephone for the district. 

The Chairman sugge.sted appointing a sub-Committee 
to consider the subject. 

Mr. C. A. Evans seconded. 

Mr. Storey remarked that a district telephone would 
somewhat fail in its u.sefulne.ss if not connected with the 
trunk line. 

It was pointed out that Kandy was only 16 miles, 
and a connection with the trunk line could be easily 
effected. 

Mr. Bell sugge-sted having a good sub-Committee 
including men who were far away from the town, as those 
close to telegraph stations appeared to be against Ihe 
movement. 

The following sub-Committee was thereupon elected ; — 
Messrs. H. Storey, Bobt. Wilson, J. A. M. Bond, J. M. 
S. Barlow, D. A. Miles, the Chairman, and Secretary. 

The Eailway and the Floods. 

The Hon. Secretary read a letter from the General 
Maua^r, C. G. B., acknowledging receipt with thanks of 
the following resolution passed by the Association : — 

“ That a hearty vote of thanks to the General 
Manager of the Railways be passed for the efficient and 
quick manner in which they temporarily repaired the 
damage done by the Hoods and got traffic going through 
again.” 


Matale P. A,, 4th July, 1913* 
THE P. W. D. 

Pioneer Labour Force. 

The following letter was read ; — 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Committee of above Association to 
thank yon for the information contained in your letter of the 
26th May, re proposed increase of the Pioneer Labour Force. 

My Committee would further draw your attention to the 
reports, which t annex hereto, on the various roads in tliis district. 
Tliey ai-e of opinion that the present unsatisfactory state is due 
to want of funds and labour or else lack of system in the Public 
Works Department — none of these appear insurmountable. 

The outlook at present i-s alarming. Cp to date very little 
has been done to the road surfaces since the floods of January, 
and no progress has been made in rebuilding the bridges at 
Deville and Paldeniya. Unless these are rebuilt before the 
North-East Monsoon a considerable number of estates in Matale 
West and North will he cut off from their supplies and unable 
to despatch produce. 

In view of the present unsatisfactory state of the railway 
.service, dependent as it is .admittedly on temporary sleewr 
hridge.s, and of the Matale road, my Committee will he glad of 
a defioite assurance tliat the Wattegauia-Ukuwellaroad will be 
open for traltic before the North-East Monsoon. — 

I am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 
(Signed) D. S. CAMERON, 
Hon. Secretary. 

[The Report ref erred to.) 
Wattegama-Ukuwella Road- 

Mr. Thomson of Marakona reports (June 6th, 
1913);— 

“ I went over the road between Wateg.ama and Ukuwella 
in the middle of .Vlay and found that on theWattegama ;6de 
of the Murakona Bridge, tlie ro id was practically finiehed. 
There is yet to 1)6 done about J mile through Malvern and 
about IJ mile thiongh Marakona. The Marakona bridge is 
progressing - botli sides are now complete and the only work 
to be done is the iron work between buttresses. I questioned 
the P. W. I>. Engineer upon the subject and he informed me 
that it was proljahie that the road will be completed by the end 
of July. He informed me that he has had great difficulty in 
getting stone near at hand for the license of the rood and that 
it is mostly due to this that the work lias been delayed. I see 
that the road metal ia now being laid tlirouah Marakona. 

Pallapatanell-a-Gallawella Road. 

Mr. Bartrum of Akraiolioda estate reports (May 01th, 
1913);— 

Up-keep. — General condition of road is disgraceful, more 
particularly the portion between Paldeniya and Galawela where 
the surface is studded with the jagged points of foundation 
stones. Tliere is practically no labour force on this part of the 
road and no metal for repairs, 

Construction Works.— A temporary bridge has been 
erected at the culvert on the 23rd mile post, it is unsuitable for 
heavy traffic. Puldeniya bridge subsided into the river in 
January. No temporary bridge has been erected and no 
preparation for reconstruction has been put in hand. Traffic 
now oome.s nix a ford, but will probably be cut off when the 
river is flooded by S.-W, Monsoon rains. 

North Road — Battota Boad. 

Mr. W. S. Westland of Gammadua estate reports 
(May 8th, 1913) ;— 

As regards the Rattota North Road section the general 
condition certainly leaves much to he desired, hut this I suppose 
isowing to the increased traffic of late years and P. W. D.’s 
inability to keep up a corresponding staff of coolies to cope with 
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the work. Any work that has been undertaken is certainly 
well done, as far aH 1 know, but the general complaint is they 
are so frightfully dilatory in commencing any necessary re; airs. 

YaTAWATI'E-GoLAHEN WATTE ROAD. 

Mr. J. M. S. Barlow of Yatawatte estate reports 
(14th May, 1913) : — 

As regards the Yatawatte-Golahenwatte Road, the whole 
has been a trouble through not having nearly enough labour. 
The total length of road constructed is 4 miles ; there is one set 
of lines with some 15 coolies. The cmi tractors do not seem to 
be in any way tied down to time for completing work. 

The 10 ft. to 15 ft. culvert near 224 ™il^ carried 

away on December 23rd, 1911, and was only finished last week. 
The bridge near Dangan 254 o^il^B was carried away in January 
and we still only have afoot way. The temporary bridge is 
not strong enough to take carts. (Provision it now being made 
to broaden and strengthen this bridge.) 

The general doing up of road and keeping side drains clear 
is very irregular 

North Road Matale Section. 

Mr. Thorp of Hapugahalande estate reports (22nd 
May, 1913:— 

Madawella 3 culverts in course of erection since 15th 
January. If there was any rain this road would be impassable. 

The bridge at Waliweila which was washed away is still 
in the same state of repair (temporary) that it was left in the 
week after the heavy rains in the middle of January. It is 
hard to say what wonld happen if we liad any heavy rain. It 
might stand of nothing heavy came up against grevillea 
supports. 

The culvert about the 19 mile is not yet finished and one 
never sees much work being done on this culvert. 1 understand 
tha” the materials are not yet ready to finish the other side. 
It Ik easy enough to get past, but the road is ver^ bad. 

The whole of the North road up to Madawella is in a very 
rougii state of repairs, boles all over the road, and shews a 
decided lack of work on the road. I have never known the road 
as bad as it is at present.’* 

The following further correspondence was read. 

Colonial Secretary’s Cilice, 

Colombo, 16th August, 1913. 

The Hon. Secretary, 

Matale Planters’ Association. 


Sir, 

In continuation of my acknowledgment of your letter of 
the 4th July, 1913, I am aireoted by the Officer Administering 
the Government to state that in view of the large amount of 
extraordinary repairs necessitated by the unprecedented rainfall 
during January last. His Excellency cannot agree th.at the 
present state of the roads in the Matale district affords reason- 
able gronnd for complaint. * 

1 am to add that every endeavour will be made to complete 
the bridges at Deville and Paldeniya before the break of the 
North’East Monsoon, and that the Director of Public Works 
anticipates that this will be accomplished. 

As regards labour supply Government is advised that 
during the last two months additional coolies hove been taken 
on and that the labour force is how on the whole in a satis- 
factory condition. 

1 am, Sir, 

Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) D. W. ARNOTT, 

For Colonial Secretary. 


Matale P. A., .August 18th, 1913. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretay, 


Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter 
No. 12,310 dated 16th instant, and to thiflk you for the infor- 
mation therein contained. It is proposed to hold a meeting of 


the above Association on 30th instant, and I shall be obliged 
if before that date you could reply to the last paragraph of my 
letter of 4th July referring to the new road from Wattegama- 
Uku Welle. 

I am, Sir, ete., 

(Signed) H. S. CAMERON, 

Hon. Secretary. 

Roads in the Matale District. 


Hon, Secretary, M.P.A. 

Matale Planters’ Association. 

August 20tb, 1913 


The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Colombo. 


Sir, 


In continnati* n of ray acknowledgment of your letter of 
16th instant, 1 am directed by my Chairman to ask you whether 
H. E. the Acting Governor will be pleased to receive a depu- 
tation from onr Association to lay before him our view on the 
present state of the roads in Matale district. 

The Hon the Rural Member has agreed to introSnce the 
deputation if His Excellency consent to receive us. 

If His Excellency while in Kandy would arrange to inspect 
the new road and railway slips between Wattegama and 
Uknwella: have his motor waiting him at Marakona bridge and 
motor to Dambulla via Nalanda returning via Ga'awella? 
Palaf^twella road, he would be able to judge for hims^f of the 
state of the roads and methods of repair. 


I am, Sir, 

Vour Obedient Servant, 

(Signed) H. S. CAMERON, 

Hon. Secretary, 
M. P. A. 


The Chairman remarked it would be very .satisfactory 
if the pioneer force is to be re-establi.shed. 

Mu. Bartrum, speaking on the reply of Government 
and their desire to effect desirable repairs before the N. 
E. Monsoon, said that there was not a single cooly working 
on the North Road or at Paldeniya bridge and there was 
not the slightest chance of the work being completed before 
the N.'E. Monsoon. 

Ukuwela-Wattbgama Road. 

Mr. Ross Wright, speaking about the Ukuwela- 
Wattegaina road, .said that the work on this road had been 
disgracefully delayed and the contents of the reports just 
read shewed it. The work was taken in band in 1910. 
He deprecated the action of Government in declining to 
accept the offer of a certain contractor who was able to 
place a large numl)erof coolies and push the work forward. 
Months and years had passed, but the road had not been 
opened. This was an important road forming an important 
outlet for the district in cases of emergency. He did not 
expect the road to be completed this year, and many of 
tho.se present would bear him out in this. As his estate 
depended on this road for its transport work he wrote to 
the P. E., who referred the matter to the District Engineer 
with the result that it was evident that the Department 
was hopelessly out in the date of opening the ro^, and it 
would be interesting to know when this road was likely to be 
completed. He proposed the following resolution : That 

this Association views with much discontent then long 
delayed construction of this road and that the Hon. 
Secretary do write to the Provincial En^neer asking for an 
approximate date to be stated when it will be opened for 
traflSc.’* He said that he felt quite justified in his “ growl,” 
«id was sure that there wa'^: not a member in the room who 
would not have had heart-burnings bad they been placed 
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in hia position during the 2 j years. He considered two 
years quite excessive for the construction of a cart-road of 
six miles. He had a deal of transport work to do and not 
only did the authorities delay in opening the road, but put 
obstructions in his way when he endeavoured to do his 
transport in the best way possible. He was told he would 
spoil the bottom of the road when there was no bottom. 
iLaughter.) He hoped, however, the time was not far 
distant when like the cripple who liad one leg in Paradise 
and the other in a poultice the P. W. D, could .say “ Now 
we shan’t be long.” [Laughter ) 

Unfulfilled Promise. 

Mr. Thomson wished to withdraw his report wholly. 
The Engineer promised the work would be finished by the 
end of July, which he had utterly failed to do. The bridge 
work had.been done all wrong. The abutments were found 
after completion to be unauited for that pattern of bridge 
and had to be knocked down and rebuilt, while the bridge 
happened to be fixed up the wrong way and had to lie 
re-attended to (Laughter.) 

Mr. Biggs said that the bridge (Marakona) concerned 
him a great deal as the road passed through the two estates 
he had the honour to be in charge of. He did not think it 
would be finished in a month. He saw only one iron bar 
half bolted, and the 3 miles of road cut had not even the 
foundation laid yet. He had given much of the land aud 
wished his voice heard the louder in the general growl. 

Mr. Tytlek remarked that the correspondence and 
speeches disclosed a very serious state of affairs and sug- 
gested taking the matter to the Hon. Mr. Wm. Sinclair 
straightaway. The district had been very slack in the 
matter. 

The Chairman ; We have done our best. 


Mr. Hayden thought the reply from the Colonial 
Secretary was curious, and remarked that it appeared im- 
possible to have emanated from the Officer Administer ing 
the Government. 

It was thereupon proposed as an amendment that the 
appeal for a deputAtiun further pressed and that, in the 
event of His Excellency consenting to receive a deputation 
from the Association, the following members he elected to 
form the deputation Messrs. W. L. K Eartrum, J. M. 
S. Barlow, W. J. Westland, Allan B. Thomson, C. Ross 
Wright, E. M. Biggs, Harry Storey, (Jerald Ahliott. C. A. 
Evans, Hodgson Bel), Colonel Gordon Reeves, the Chair- 
man and Hon. Secretary ; and should any member be un- 
able to attend such member be asked to nominate a neigh- 
l>our to take bis place. 

Mmor Lorry on tiik Matale-Dambulla Road. 

The subject of motor transport having occupied the 
attention of the meeting last time Mr. Thorp, the Chairman, 
corresponded with Government with a view to securing the 
privilege of running motor loriies on the Korth road. The 
final reply to the request was that “ Government regrets 
that it is unable to alter the condition laid down.” 

The Chairman explained that the condition referred 
to was that the total load should not exceed 2^ ton.s. 

European Recruiting Agency. 

The resolution by the Kelani Valley Planters' Asso- 
ciation was placed before the meeting : — 

Mr. Storey wished to point out that the Proprietors’ 
Labour Federation would attend to this matter. If that 
Wy becamp defunct the Chaiiman of the Parent Asso- 
ciation intended taking up the whole matter again parti- 
cularly with i-eference to recruiting labour. He therefore 
suggested leaving the matter over to the Parent Associa- 
tion. 


The Hon. Secretary : We have appealed to get a 
deputation to the Acting Governor, and our repmsentative, 
Mr. Sinclair, has promised to introduce the deputation in 
the event of it being granted- He (Mr. Sinclair) was 
expected here to-day, but has unfortunately not turned up. 

lieut.-Colonel Rkrvrs said that the suggestion of 
Government was that they considered the progress of the 
work had been impeded by the heavy rainfalls, but he 
thought it was manifestly due to lack of labour. He 
thought he was right in saying that when H. E. the Acting 
Governor reported the increase in the P. W. D. labour force 
as very fair the evidence before them was absolutely 
contraiy. work was going on at all, it was said. The 
opinion of H. E. the Acting Governor and that of the 
Planters' Association were diametrically opposed. If H. 
B. the Acting Governor said that there had been steady 
progress and that there had been increase of labour he 


suggested that, if the deputation were allowed, it would Ije 
most advisable to ask how this increase in the labour force 
had been effected, and whether they were recruted from 
their estate coolies. Their duty obviously should be to 
recruit from the Coast, He thought this one of the points 
for the deputation. He considered the manner in which 
the work had been delayed as nothing short of scandalous. 

Mr. Garrick wished to know whether the meeting 


was for agkii^g for a deputation or for going straight to 

Mr. Sinclair. 


Mr. Bond suggested pressing for a reply re the depu- 
tation before considering the other proposal. 


Mr. Garrick proposed that the K. V. P. A. i^esolutiun 
1)6 supported. — Unanimously carried. 

TELUGU LABOUR. 

Planters’ Personal Recruiting. 

The Chairmam explained that Mr. Eckert of Mada- 
wella had kindly undertaken to relate his experience with 
regard to personal reciuting at the Coast, 

Mr. Eckert said that the coolies he recruit(‘d were 
Telugus from Telugu-speaking districts, which were abso- 
lutely neglected as regards recruiting. There were six 
agencie-s teenimg with labour who were quite willing and 
ready to come over to Ceylon. The coolies, he considered, 
wei e of a very suitable type and did their work very well. 
He had some 250 coolies on his estate. They cost Rs. 27 
per head including passage and other expenses including 
advances pmd to them at the Coast varying from Rs. 5 
to Rs. 15 per head. 

A Member : Have you got them all yet ? 

Mr. Eckert : Yes ! They came three months ago and 
are still on the estate working contentedly. With refer- 
ence to language, he said that he did not take any special 
kangany who understood the language from Ceylon or the 
Coast to help hun in tlie task, for when he first started 
to go to the Coast to recniit he never meant to go in for 
this type of coolies. He went to the Tamil village-s of 
South India, the usual source of labour recruiting, but 
soon found it utterly useless to attempt recruiting there 
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for he could not get them to come over. It was only when 
close relatives already iu Ceylon approached them that 
these coolies moved. Then he was advised to try the 
Telugu country and he found there a good field and ample 
scope for his work. He considered that taking a local 
kangany to help him would not be useful but would spoil 
the work. Mr. Seoble Nicholson, the Ceylon Labour Com- 
missioner, would help those planters who wished to go over 
to do their own recruiting, and he would give them one 
of his peons to help them. 

Mr. Bond asked whether he had to keep these coolies 
separately, and whether they did contract work only or 
the ordinary cooly woik as well. 

Mr. Eckekt said they put up along with the other 
coolie.s and did work just the same a.s the other coolies, 
either ctintract or ordinary daily task. 

Mr. Ross Wkioht : Are they satisfied with the usual 
Chetty rice ? What other food did they take to i 

Mr Eckert said he gave them the usual Chetty rice 
and they appeared satisfied, in fact he had so far received 
no complaint except that they thought rice took too long 
to boil. They were u.sed to Rami (Kurrakan or Kapal) 
and Solam (Indian corn). 

Mr. Garrick ; What rate do you pay them 1 

Mr. Eckert : The usual wages, say from 30 to 34 
cents a man and cents 20 a woman in addition to head or 
pence money. 

Mr. LeFeuvre ; What does rice cost you ? 

Mr. Eckert ; Rs. 4-48 per bushel. 

Mr. Ev.ans asked whether they worked along with 
Tamil, coolies. 

Mr. Eckert ; Yes. 

Mr. Bond said what ho heard of these coolies was that 
they wanted contract work, and if they did not get it they 
left. 

Mr. Eckert disagreed and said they did any work in 
the same gang as other coolies and some of them were kept 
as kangauies. Some of them (including women) made good 
tappers. He brought famllie.s, and there were a good 
number of women in the lot. 

Mr. Wricht : Gan you give any statistics and parti- 
culars as regards recruiting in the Telugu country i 

Mr. Garrick : You can get that from Mr. Seoble 
Nicholson. 

Mr. Bell : Are the coolies suitable for low-country or 
hill-country ! 

Mr. Eckert thought them very suitable for Matale 
district. They cost Rs. 27 on ariival on the estate. This 
included pa.ssage money which he paid himself. 


Mr. Bond wished to know if there was any agreement 
as regards the time they would remain in Ceylon and as 
regards paying them their passage back to the Coast when 
they wished to go. 

Mr. Eckert said he had not entered into any s^ree- 
ment at all. The country is poor and the death rate was 
heavy and the coolies there were only too anxious to come 
over. 

Mr. Dan Joseph said that when last in Colombo His 
Lordship the Bishop of Colombo informed him that he had 
received a letter from India to say that a number of 
Christian coolies had come over from India to M atale, and 
he was asked to see. that they did not backslide as far as 
religion is concerned. 

Mr. Eckert said thay were Hindus or Christians ; of 
the latter he thought, there were about 170. He was 
putting up a church to keep them in their faith. He did 
not know if there were any Catholics. His idea was that 
these coolies were a suitable type, worked well and con- 
tentedly, and were largely available in the Telugu-speaking 
districts, of which they would get full particulars from Mr. 
Seoble Nicholson They were not troublesome in the field 
and any conductor could manage them. Of course, there 
would Ije some difficulty as regards language and making 
them understand what was told them, but this difficulty 
could be easily and gradually surmounted. He expressed 
himself willing to give an information on the subject that 
be could. 

The Chairman said the meeting was very much 
obliged to Mr. Eckert for the, very interesting information 
he had given them. He thought all pi-esent realised how 
Mr. Eckert’s personal endeavour had been crowned with 
succe.ss, with the result that he had an ample and con- 
tented labour force as he had ju.st.told them. He hoped 
none of them would attempt to recruit from Madawella — 
(laughter) iiut that they would follow Mr. Eckert’s example 
and I'ecmit directly from the Coast. There was no doubt 
that direct recruiting had to he done and the sooner it was 
done the letter. 

Excise Committee Advisory Board. 

Mr. A. Thorp (Chairman), was unanimously elected 
to represent the Matale Planters’ Association. 

Dr. Hunt then addressed the meeting, and some 
discussion followed. 

The meeting clo.sed with a vote of thanks to the 
Chair. 






